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I am writing this message to you with the golden Advent and Christmas melodies still reverberating in my soul from 

last nightôs performance here in our sanctuary by the Madrigal Singers from Greensboroôs Grimsley High School, 

directed by Marshall Johnson.  I was pleased as well with our own congregational response to this event, along with 

that of the Lexington community, with a tip-of-the-hat to Paula Lopp, Myra Thompson and others who did such a 

great job of facilitating our publicity of this special occasion.  Thanks go as well to Mike Price and Belinda Yates 

who coordinated our Reception afterwards, with acknowledgment to The Womenõs Life Fellowship, the Morning 

Glory Circle and to our Chancel Choir members who contributed the wide variety of delicious goodies that were enjoyed by all.  We 

express our appreciation to Paul Freeman who offered technical sound support as we were preparing for this Madrigal a cappella 

performance, and to Cliff Lopp for microphone setup and for the excellent tape recording that was made of this forty-five minute pres-

entation.  Finally, we offer our deep appreciation to Marguerite Leonard and to the Arthur and Maggie Thomason Endowment 

that provided the financial wherewithal to make this seasonal gift to our community possible.  We have indeed begun receiving Christ-

mas gifts early this year! 

I invite you now to peruse our December First News, paying special attention to upcoming events which are of interest to you, calling 

in necessary reservations in a timely manner if that is requested.  Please do not forget that this yearõs Cantata date is 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday morning, December 13.  Paul and our chancel Choir have done a super job of preparing this music as a key part of our sea-

sonal experience this year, along with the fantastic instrument ensemble which will accompany the Choir.  Please consider bringing 

your friends and relatives to this one, if that is possible.  Remember as well that our new Christmas Eve Service time is now 9:00 

p.m., Thursday, December 24.  We tried this change from our traditional 11:00 p.m. hour last year and discovered that forty or so 

more people were able to attend because of our adjustment to the earlier time of 9:00 p.m., so Consistory has agreed to the earlier 

time again for this year.  Finally, please note that we are having a very special service at 11:00 a.m. Sunday, December 27, the 

Sunday after Christmas.  Historically, this service tends to be rather poorly attended, for a variety of reasons; comparable, say, to 

the Sunday following Easter Sunday.  However, we will be receiving five or six new members on this Sunday, five of whom have 

received Consistory action:  Ernie Bonner; Darren, Betty, Cameron and Peyton Barr. (A sixth person, Janelle Bunn, will join early 

next year upon returning from Texas.  Another person has yet to be presented to the Consistory, and that name is withheld for now.)  

This service would bring us to a total of eighteen or nineteen new members for 2009, so I do hope that you will make every effort to 

be present, especially for the new member luncheon afterwards which has become a popular new ñtraditionò here.  And if that is not 

enough, we will also likely hear from a young guest preacher on Sunday, December 27; though again, Consistory has not proc-

essed this opportunity in the manner that I and we believe is appropriate, so we can only tantalize you with these possibilities for now.  

Do stay tuned, though. 

In closing, it has been my honor to complete this first full year of service to FRUCC as your Intentional Interim Minister, entering now 

my second Advent and Christmas season with you.  Please accept from me, Elyse and Rachael our heartfelt thanks for the opportu-

nity to be in ministry with you in the manner we have chosen thus far.  May God continue to guide our destinies in ways that are 

pleasing to Him, in the Name of Jesus Christ we prayðJesus, Lord at His Birth.  

Blessings and Shalom, Pastor Walt 
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Financial Report: The average weekly offering for the month of October was $4,051.00. General Fund balance is  
$5,308.00, Building Fund is $36,485.00, and Music Fund is $7,584.00.  
Pastorõs Report: Reverend Patten handed out his 4-week report from October 12, 2009 to November 8, 2009:  

This report showed 4 weeks, with 148 phone calls, 10 hospital visits, 72 office visits and approximately 54 hours 
work per week.  

Total number of people assisted by Pastorôs Discretionary Fund since 4/15/08 was 95 with a balance of $3,249.91. 

We have now conducted four more sessions in our ñLiving the Questionsò series, averaging about 25 persons for each Thursday evening that 
we have met. Weôll start the second series of seven sessions, entitled ñReclaiming the World,ò early next year. 

Our second Community Youth Group CYG event took place here on Sunday evening, November 1, with an additional two young people from 
Reeds UMC, thus upping our numbers and levels of expectation (with Reeds UMC providing the meal of the evening).  Our next CYG meeting 
involves a trip to the Wake Forest football game on Saturday, November 14, with our own Chris & Amanda Fulton, among others, heading 
things up.  (I simply cannot say enough about Chris, Amanda and all of our FRUCC support team for this ministry, which is truly exciting and 
bodes well for the future.  We have about $433 still in the old youth account; those funds can be applied to our present situation, as needed.  
We have not really formalized our financial plans for the CYG, but we will need to do so fairly soon, with a broad consensus from all participat-
ing church representatives.  Stay tuned! 

While our CROP WALK funds will not be turned in until November 15, early indications are that we at FRUCC should raise approximately 
$1300 to $1400 this year!  Way to go, both walkers and sponsors!  And thanks to Edgar Miller! 

Thus far, we have the following lay persons who will be carpooling to Greensboro to attend the Stephen Ministry Caring Workshop at St. 
James Presbyterian Church this Saturday morning at 8:00, November 14:  John Barber, Dave Fulton, Glenyce Fulton, Alisa Johnson, Camille 
Morgan, Clifton Murphy, Harriette Murphy, Teresa Parks, Andrea Reagan and Eddie Yates.    John Barber has graciously paid the $50 fee for 
our entire group to attend, so we are grateful for his assistance.  

Remember our joint service of Thanksgiving with Second UCC, meeting here at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, November 22, with combined choirs, the 
Rev. Joe Coltrane delivering the message, and refreshments afterwards in the fellowship hall.   

Madrigal Singers 6 p.m. Sunday November 29, 2009 

Rev. Steve Campôs last day on the Southern Conference November 20 of this year wrote his ñoccasional letterò.  His letter asks three things of 
us as members & leaders:  1) contribute toward OCWM before the end of this year; 2) support this yearôs effort in the ñFriends of the Confer-
ence Appeal,ò and 3) find out more about the new Southern Conference Foundation.  The Rev. Emmett Floyd has assumed the position as 
Acting Interim Minister of the SOC until a more permanent Intentional Interim Minister can be identified & selected.  

These people have requested FRUCC membership:  Janelle Bunn, Ernie Bonner, Darren, Betty, Cameron and Peyton Barr, to be brought in 
before the end of the year, at their and our mutual convenience. 

 

Board of Christian Education:   

Kidsõ Club is studying the 23rd Psalm on Sundays with Lisa Nelson and Cathy Waitman. Alice and James Gray are teaching the class one 
Tuesday night a month during the Womenôs Life Fellowship meeting and are working on seasonal activities.  This month they are making table 
decorations to use for the Childrenôs Christmas Program.    

Advent Wreath Workshop date set for Dec. 1st, at 5:30 with a ñChili Cook-offò.  Votes will begin at $1.00 and can go as high as you want. The 
money earned will be used to purchase new costumes for the childrenôs play and any money left over will go for the next retreat at Blowing 
Rock. While the Advent Wreaths are being made the children are invited downstairs to make two Christmas crafts and see a video.   

Childrenôs Christmas Program ñThe Not So Silent Nightò and covered dish meal is set for December 20th at 6:00 p.m. with a special visit from 
Santa. 

At the end of the Board of Christian Education meeting Amy McNeill told the board that she will be turning in her resignation as Director of 
Christian Education effective the end of December. She needs more time with her family now that her girls are getting older, but she still wants 
to remain on the Board of Christian Education and help with Roads to God, Vacation Bible School and the retreat at Blowing Rock.  Amy has 
done an outstanding job, has put in a lot of hours and hard work. Her leadership will be greatly missed but glad she will remain on the Board of 
Christian Education.  

Next Board meeting date Dec.7th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Congregational Life:   

Crop Walk November 1, 2009 was enjoyed by those in attendance. Thanks to all the walkers and their supporters. 

Beginning of the Community Youth Group on October 18, 2009 and is off to a good start. 

Bible study ñLiving the Questionsò concluding 11/12/09 

Community Thanksgiving Service 11/22/09   

Madrigal Singers 6 p.m. Sunday November 29,2009 
 

Board of Business Management and Stewardship 
Property Committee: 

Mike Brown, Property Chair, reported the HVAC had to have major repairs. This included fittings, a valve, a pump, and pipe insulation.  Also, 
while this work called for the removal of ceiling tile the Property Committee decided to replace the old ceiling tiles on the main floor hallway of 
the education building which included rewiring and light fixtures. Total cost of this project was $ 14,056.09 with all bills being paid out of the 
building fund.  

The committee will be getting quotes for a new ceiling and updating (the old nursery) first room to the left as you walk in the side door of Sun-
day school building.  
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Board of Worship and Sacrament: 
 Board chair, Ramona Yarbrough, reported that everything is going well. Thanks to everyone on her committee for doing such a good job.  
Board of Community Outreach:  

Edgar Miller thanked Birke McNeill for staying at the shelter in October. We still need volunteers from our church to stay at the shelter once a 
month. We do not have anyone for November. 

November 22 is Uptown Christmas Open House. Our church will work with Uptown Lexington to collect food for the Pastorôs Pantry. First Re-
formed UCC will be a drop off point for this event. 

Evangelism Board: 
Adena Wall reported current church membership is 322. The average weekly attendance was 118 with four Sundays in October.  

New Business:   

All new members of the Consistory will be invited to attend the December meeting. 

The time for the Christmas Eve Service will be set for 9:00 p.m. 

The Consistoryôs next meeting will be Sunday December 13th, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Letter from Southern Conference President, Dale Kennedy 
 

       November 5, 2009 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Southern Conference: 
 Grace and peace to you from God and from our Lord Jesus Christ! 

I want to update you on our transition process as we move from the departure of our current Conference Minister, Stephen Camp, to a new 
place of ministry in the Southern Conference.  At its October 26, 2009 meeting, the Board of Directors adopted the following process: 
 

Phase One: The first 2-4 months after the departure of our Conference Minister. 
 

 During this initial time of transition, we will call a Transitional Conference Interim to provide leadership for the Conference.  This person will 
work with the administrative staff and the professional clergy staff to see that the work of the Conference continues smoothly and responsibly.  This 
person will also work with the Board of Directors as it carries forth its plans and directives, as well as have responsibilities regarding relations and 
communications with our national church and our ecumenical partners.  This person will also work with our current Associate Conference Ministers 
in relating to and responding to the needs of our churches and clergy. 
 The Board approved a job description and compensation for this position, and also authorized a search committee composed of eleven per-
sons to search for this person and to hire that person.  This search committee is composed of the seven members of the Executive Committee plus 
four other current Board members.  The persons serving on this search committee are: 

Rev. Dale Kennedy, Conference President and Committee Chair Rev. Lilton Marks, Conference Vice President 
Rev. Nancy Allison, Conference Secretary Rev. Paul Davis, Conference Treasurer 
Ms. Julia Muse, EVA Association President Rev. Yvonne Riddick, ENCA Association President 
Rev. Jamie Fonville, WNCA Association President Ms. Helen Seldon, Board Member from EVA 
Rev. Jill Edens, Board Member from ENCA Rev. Sheila Crump, Board Member from ENCA 
Mr. Michael Younger, Board Member from ENCA 

 

This search committee is also tasked with searching for and recommending for call an Interim Conference Minister. 
 

Phase Two: Interim Conference Minister to serve 18-24 months. 
 

 To help us in the Southern Conference discern our future and to lead us in a time of discernment and healing, a Interim Conference Minister 
will be called to serve.  This person will be specially trained and equipped for this special type of ministry.  The eleven member search committee 
will be working with the Minister for Conference Relations, the Rev. Susan Towner-Larsen, in preparing for this next phase in our transition.  Rev. 
Towner-Larsen, a member of the national UCC staff, will guide us in preparing for this time and recommending appropriate candidates for this In-
terim position.  When the appropriate candidate is found, the search committee will recommend this person for approval and hiring to the Board of 
Directors. 
 During this 18-24 month period, we will discern what type of leadership model will best serve the Southern Conference in the future.  If the 
Conference Minister model is affirmed, we will follow the guidelines of our Constitution and By Laws and put together a twelve person search com-
mittee to search for and recommend the call of a settled Conference Minister.  If another model of leadership is discerned as our best way forward, 
we will be in conversation with you about what that means and how we all are to participate in it. 
 

Where we are now. 
 

 The eleven member Search Committee has already met, and I have good news.  The Reverend Emmett Floyd, retired UCC pastor and former 
Conference Minister for the Southeast Conference, has been secured to serve as our Transitional Conference Interim.  Emmett will serve in that 
initial period when our Conference Minister leaves and until we bring on board the Interim Conference Minister.  He will work with the Board and 
with the staff to insure a continuing and responsive ministry in the offices and in the Southern Conference. 
 The Board also voted to put on hold the work of the Task Force working on the five year mission plan.  Since we are entering a special time of 
transition, the efforts and energy of the Task Force may be better utilized in a revisioned effort for discernment during the Interim Conference Minis-
ter period. 
 Thank you for your prayers and for the suggestions which have come my way.  We need both of them in abundance as we move forward.  I 
will keep you updated on our progress as the transition continues.  Please check the Conference website regularly as I will be forwarding updates 
to Curly Stumb to be posted there. 
 God bless you all.  
        Reverend Dale Kennedy, SOC Board President  
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The Community of Lexington was blessed 

Sunday evening, November 29th with the 

wonderful voices of the Grimsley High 

School Madrigal Singers as they per-

formed here in our sanctuary.   

This young group of a cappella singers 

was a wonderful introduction to the season 

of Advent. 

The Arthur and Maggie 

Thomason Endowment 

sponsored this well attended 

event.  Special thanks to the 

Thomason Family. 

 

 

Everyone enjoyed the recep-

tion following the Madrigal 

Singers performance.   

Thank you to Larry Link for the above photos. 


