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First Reformed United Church of Christ, Lexington, North Carolina

May 2009

PASTORGS REPORT ON THE ODREAMS A
FROM OUR ASSEMBLY OF MARCH 22, 2009

Recal l that we distributed a white ADr eams an cerndhcesnor on
two about, what else, dreams and visions. Our emphasis was more on what is possible and desirable thanitithat is in
range of being acted upon. We did not ask you thdkoowo

felt strongly should be a part of tlhiinse oc oenigtrlesagttet at tedsioous
some of your entries might be more actionabl sttt han ot

While an exact number is not available, we had between 85 and 90 persons present at the Assembly. Weudidgnibuted
of ADreams and Visionso sheets as we did the 0®htlsoseo r g

85 sheets, 41 of the AD & VO sheets were retur nedarg- ar
turned for assessment. So, comparatively speakitthan, w
on the AD & VO sheet, and perhaps not enough ianf (Bytoeu r
way, please find elsewhere in this isStet bflewsity br i ef compil ation of the APast

more complete report that we published in our ApriFaditidevaé Now of those 30 sheets: 5 sheets had 1 entry; 10 sheets
2 entries; 5 sheets had 3 entries; 3 sheets had 4 entries; 6 sheets had 5 entries; and 1 sheet had 16 engashaedbvious
responses were very similar, though their entry position of importance varied somewhat; some of the simifiestresponse:
portance to the person filling out the sheet, other similar ones were listed third or fourth, or whatever.

That said, allow me to pull together a few general impressions that these sheets suggest. | thinkcbngfegatioral that
growthwas t he predominant entry, though with some vari a
clearly a subtext of concern or interest for dpeWwsafullge
(compatibiitg gr ee or di sagree); 0 AGrow congregation sainth@at
sanctuary on Sunday; 0 Al ncreased Sunday attendanatbe,; 0
i ncreasing numbers pardmaocrigame mlge ros AgMamr tei d inpraotl ivreghadif re |
tion to grow enough to hiretafuine Assi st ant Pastor or Visiting taRoaPds0r ;

tor; 0o AAIlI pews be filled each Sunday; 06 Al n r ecreohour mo
church family; 6 APursue increasing our church member :
Sunday School to help increase childrenb6s att engkithace
idea.

These last two entries show how one interest can phase into another one. | hesitate to state any numbersstaees, for s
linked with others, but there is much intereSuimdayrSchool, youth programs and ministies A quot at i on ¢

Sunday School Attendance; 06 fiHave an active yout hvdve-r 0g
ment ; 0 AYoung adults class; 0 ARebuild youth gr oudgF;idmdi
ways to bring tdteensl|linhtbefi¥Yoesgwpebdbplgeow; 06 AMuSuBodany
again; o AThe 6Road to Goddé has been well p | a nDeetopmenin d

Cent ers;coh oficAf tteurt o rsicnhgo, 00l fip rSotgarraam;aon fadotnetre mpor ary Wor sh
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There is great appreciation for our facilities, both in terms of what we haveimpdogEments that are desirable.
For relevant quotations, | will start with some specifics which were mentioned more than once and then move to the

er al remar ks: fReview the Chamber of Commerce owne
room; 0 fiUse of facilities for communi t §breezeway leeaveen, h
CB and sanctuary, dtivier ou g h, unl oading in rain; o AFuture plans

breezeway between the Chamber Building and church and use building for church functions, have a bell choir room
choir practice room; 06 ALive webcast of church gservi
for shelter from cold for homeless; 0 fAiUse Feleddows hi
to local communitypen building to homeless on cold winter days, exercise classes foisetdérlp, after t ut or i |
Ed. Bl dg. rest rooms handicap accessible; 0 fidakte t he

ing of the Education Building to continue to compl
YMCA; 06 A"nUse the Chapel for more services (when appr
ted | eaders; 0 AWheelchair access bett edfindiag moeayhta v e
serve community with physical assets. 0

There is a strong desirenttance both our own sense of community among ourselvalsaito the wider commu-

nity. A sampilwerrk (MWdidd) evening meal s; 0-dishGuppems ateight far famih d
|l ies; 0 AHealth programs for congregation and commun
community by FRUCC on issues of social justiftNmgo AB
adul t s, coupl es, f aagethlers eutsidedof cfags (esampley Wietsurnamerassirs the ffetiowshig e
etc. )cwl tAhumud It ipr ograms f or communi tydandevdione doingsompes
thing more than attending Sunday morning; 06 AMore em
on more responsibilities i n &monriestmeymbteor smepnabretrisc;i Op af
i Md i thnig u al services/ alternative services, i . e. musi c
nity Garden at old Little League Ballpark. o

One sheet deserves an honorable mention, of a kind. The entries seem to have a logical progression taghem, from
to the fifth one, giving us more than we asked for, but | find it interesting. See what you think:

1. We would be able to hire an assistant minister to help take the la@m®fpastdull

2. We would be able to hire another administrative assistant to help Paula, who is overloaded yet still manage
the glue who keeps us all together.

3. We would be able to have a church website that is interactive to reach out to congregation and community.

4. We woul d come together on Wednesday eveni plgcef or
tofalmive e k . 0)

5. We would have more young families with children as members, so we could form larger and more active yol
youth choirs and service to the community.

|l &m not quite sure what follows or precedes &dat wh
start by pulling these ideas together and beginning to think about how life can be around here over themext one t
years from now.
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A Brief Compilation of Our Survey Report on Pastoral Qualities

We on the Transition Team appreciate your positive response to our Assembly ministry with you about
determination of desirable pastoral qualities, the results of which we published in oEirgtgxibadikitzmpf

of you have requested that we dboil this downo to
pl ace, so the TT has agreed fscerl emda itom 0d a htohiice.s oHe
examined on Sunday, March 22, reminding you that ¢

included together, in no particular order of importance, wgtiongbe tie
¢ Our church needs a pastor who is an effective preacher/speakert. .-« - oovareeviiinns (60 votes)

¢ Our church needs a pastor who helps people develop their spiritual life.
Our church needs a pastor who maintains confidentiality: -« - vieverenniinn, (41 votes each)

+ makes pastoral calls on people in hospitals, nursing homes or confined to home.

is a compassionate and caring person, sensitive t
deals effective|y WIth CONFHG. - - v e e (38. votes each)
¢ is accepting of people with divergent backgrounds and traditions.: -« -+« -xareeeieeenns (35 votes)

+ s effective in planning and leading worship.
ministers effectively to people in CriSiS SItUaHORS: «« -+« -xvrrererernes (32 votes each)

¢ isagood leader.
encourages people to relate their faith to their daily lives.-- -« vovoveveenins (31 votes each)

¢ isa person OF At oo e e (27 Votes)

FYIl: Now that you see the top 12 choices, we will share the remaining significant
clusters of votes until they scatter quickly.

¢ isa he|pfu| COUNSEIOF: -+ v v e e e e i edee et i e e aaaa s (23 Votes)

+ is an effective teacher.
is effective in working with youth.

is mature and emotiona”y SOECH I Qv v v v rrrsrtataamaaasa e sa s st s e ana e (21 votes each)
¢ is effective in Working WIth CHHOFER: -« v e e (18 Votes)
+ has a strong commitment to the educational ministry of the churgh.------ v ovvemvnnnnn. (16 votes)

I will close this abbreviated report with yet another observation, for what it is worth. | believe that the lower cl
choices, below the-1@threshold, are disproportionately important to the numbers of votes they received. My gue
that these qualities were sought primarily by younger members who either have or will have children and youn
within our programs and ministries, and this is an area where our church must continue to improve quickly in
establish a stronger, 1gexterational basis.

Blessings and Shalom, Pastor Walt
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The consistory met on April 19, 2009. Finance Report: The average weekly offering for the month of Marchalfasn$i3,447.8
available balance is $24,159.84, Building Fund is $41,298.68, and Music Fund is $7,629.68.
Reverend Patten handed out figskreport which included March 8 to April 19, 2009. Highlights are:
+ Kivi Miller presented a power point presentation to a joint meeting of the Consistory and Transition Team. We discus:
several ideas for updating the church web site. All ideas are welcome.
The key results of our APastoral Qualitie Church > we
The Lenten Study is over with 6 Tuesday night sessions, an average of 35 people per sessic Consistory
total of 210 participating. Walter is planning 3 more studies with 7 sessions per study.
Holy Week went well and thanks to all who supported these ministries.
Southern Conference will convene at Catawba College-ph Weayn@8d two delegates to attend with
Walter. (Edited Update: Tom Danze and Edgar Miller are our |&YRelegates.
¢« We will have our #p eacnidalF aMoht ehrainvgdes Widhihrgé siiebdiaaurp2EiOtributes
for each Sunday, like last year.
+ Potentially 21 new members are interested in joining the church
The Board of Christian Education met on MondayhRI&dh80. Amy gave out new Sunday Sc
Kickball will be played at the June Church Picnic. Vacation Bible School will be with Second Reformed inlJuge irenough

cluded in | ast yearés purchase of VBS material to be us
Sever al events for the month of March that deser timal t ha
lunch; Roy and Anne Bevan, and Mark and Nicole Smith, for the 1st Sunday Social. We appreciate the bereagement tee
meal for Ruby Everhartoés family.

Mike Brown, Property Chair, thanked the property committee for spreading the pine needles around the churlthik€hte commi
replace the seal and the glass at the door to the nursery because of a water leak.

Ramona Yarbrough gave thanks to everyone, especially the Bell Choir, that participated in the Palm SundaycasdACommu
special thanks to Walter Patten and the choir for the inspirational Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday Music.

Nancy Robbins reported current church membership is 405 as of March 31. Average weekly attendaneghsréi®a®loMarch
attendance due to threat of bad weather.

Due to the fact that Reverend Pattends contr ac hceitdsrbd-s o
lieved that the process to search for a new Minster takes over a year, a motion was made, seconded, and passechigianimo
contract from October 15, 2009 to October 15, 2010.

The Consistoryods h2e09.t meeti ng wi |l | Rdsgectiihasybmitiitky Gray

Menoés Brother holod

By: Clifford Lopp
The Menb6s Br ot her hthanothik feloeghip falh uEvesydna gnjoyed @ delidlous 1
meal prepared by Frank Leonard and Clifford Lopp. A brief program was presented by Marghall He
member of the Gideons International.

The Brotherhood will be serving the evening meal at the Homeleda@hkEtte\dDLUNTEERS ARE NEEDEL
TO HELP PREPARE, SERVE, AND DONATE MONEIuRIh forty to férig people are being served daily ft
the shelter. Please see Clifford orsBremsekcan line up our team.

The next Brotherhood meeting will beshay 21m. A VOLUNTEER IS NEEDED TO PLAN THE MEAL...sep Frank
All men of the church are invited to be a part of our group.

MEN'S
BROTHERHOOD
~G




United Friendship Club

President June Grubb Page5

AP g@ The United Friendship Club had a delightful meeting sharing fellowship and great food with one anotr
(% \g‘g ognized all of our members who celebrated birthdays in March and April. The Piedmont Crossing S

[\ 0 naders, residents of our United Church of Christ Retirement Center, presented a musical program, il
Seniors'Gathering ¢ v e ¢ and secul ar numbers. The fAHar mony Grit:s
Eulene Shepherd is a member of the chorus.

We were given an update on the landscape plan in front of the education-bnédingckitbnyses have been planted
along the steps and two Dwarf Plum Trees are on either side of the sidewalk. (Hopefully these treesvgbiedsist with
from flying into breezeway windows). All of the irises have been removed and pine needles spread. Severdl memb
to help participate in planting flowers around the education building sign.

The food and decorations committee for our May 27th meeting include Gerri Hill, Pattie Everhart, Myrtle itatimer a
Devotions and program will be presented by Mary Berrier.

Morning Glory Circle

April 1, 2009
The Morning Glory Circle met on April 1st in the church parlor. Lib Sink opened the meeting with prayel, a welcon
cerns regarding our members and shat as wel | as others. Of cour e, w

Fool spelled backwards.

After attending to business, Sandra Hutchens (Birthday girl) gave an inspiring Lenten devotional and prpgram whi
AiThe Bible Through the Eyes of a Childo and ASparch

After the program, we dismissed to attend the Community Lenten Service and lunch at First United Methpdist Chur

Lib SinkChairpersqn

Womenodos Life Fello

Women's Life Fellowship met on TuesdaythApvila#@8/n Daughtery with Crisis Ministries of Davidson County

-_7 our guest speaker. She shared some of the challenges involved in keepidcadufeahelter and family shelter
f/]'r;rwf’ operating. Our group voted to donate $250.00 wottteobontr medications that can be dispensed by the shels
”Gn%ﬁﬂ coordinator to the children and adults as needed. We continue our 2009 mission goal of providing support
nonprofit organizations. We do ask that as a congregation you help us keep this goal by continuing to suggbort our f
forts. One of those efforts will be this Sund&y, MayBo mené6és Life Fell owship wild.l
ship lunch to be held immediately following the worship service. There is not a price set for your meahswildeer, all o
used for missions.

We would love to have you come be a part of our group. The next meeting is TwestipynMaytti®parlor. We will have
a guest speaker from Family Services of Davidson County.

On a personal note, thank you to this fine group of committdaindpavdmen. Being a part of a group like this, mgakes bei
part of this church family so rewdrdark you again and God Bless! Sauni JohnspRresident



oo | THANK YOU NOTESl

Thank you to ALL who worke®dWitb uc hi ng Davi dson] County W

\

/ Whether you made a monetary donation or donated your time and takent, your

-—
Y gift was appreciated. Special thanks goes to Birke McNeill who has served as
E * the coordinator for First Reformed UCC for the past two years.

Tha

'a ur  Special thanks to those members of the Property Committee who V\fl‘ked to
Yolunteers!

spread pine needles around the church grounds.

Dear Church Friends,

May | convey my personal thanks for your generosity of cards, flowers, gift cards, gifts and words of appiggiation extend
Administrative Professionals Week. | was truly made to feel special! | cherish your comforting words of @amcouragement

continual prayers. Thank you, Paula

Dear Church Family,

| am so grateful to you forgwoprisen my birthday, Sunday, Afpril Biust admit for a minute | was shocked, but as events of
the day unfolded, | realized how very blessed | am to have such loving, caring, and giving friends! Itvisimyhpleasure to se
church choir. I donoét feel that | am serving@lyPablut r at
Clifton, Al bert, and Reverend Walt who assi sthaghtfal- wi t h
ness youbve shown.

Thank you, Butch Bouchard

To the Congregation and Consistory of First Church,

Thank you very much for your continuing support. | am very grateful for the renewal of the Hinkle, SinkT®&wing Scholars
churchoés financi al and, more i mportantly, S pi yearbfu al s u
Medical School.

Thank you and God Bless, Devin Odom

Dear Friends at First Church,
Your | ove and prayers have been much appreciategh durin
air. May the love of Jesus Christ surround you all. With much love, Chris and Amanda Fulton

Thank you notes were received from the following for benevolent gifts:

Catawba College Davidson Medical Ministries Lancaster Seminary
Elon Homes for Children Elon University Pastor 6s Pantry

Family Services of Davidson County
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Butch Bouchard is pictured with Choir Director, Paul Freeman, Sunday, April 5

A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to Butch on his-iNtheByrthday

First Reformed United Church of CI

awards this

riicateof Appreciaton

NCIES:

Butch Bouchard

|l n Recognition of His Years
and Faithful Member of First Reformed United Church of Chrlst

On His Ninefyfth Birthday
Sunday, the fifth of April, two thousand and nine
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Director of Christian Education
Amy McNeill

I would like to start by thanking the Board of Christian Education for organizing the Easter egg hunt in tiatjabsenc
everyone had a blast and we had close to 20 children participate.

Thenew®#eek session of Sunday school titl ed, AEastler :
Sunday school during the month of April.

The busy summer is quickly approaching and we are planning Vacation Bible School S0 loc é é din the
upcoming bulletins. This years VBS wi I\ s e

the Chipmunk will be back as part of the program and we will have lots of fun with games, e» VA[A“ N 3rt, and
much more. This year VBS will be at Second UCC and dates and other details will be coming g, 44 5eh0as

Our Blowing Rock retreat on Judrig &ound the corner as well. After church on Sundggddsy Blan to attend our
Anew member o welcoming luncheon, after which wg wi
weekend of fellowship and hopefully starting a new tradition.

7% Also mark your calendars for the annual church picnic on Sunday June 14. We will megt at Fin
4: 00 p.m. and donodét forget to bring yourl ki

Sunday SchodlApril s

John Hinkle Kalyssa Hutchens Ramona B. Yarbrough PEI‘FHI:t’
Wanda O. Daye Nancy H. Robbins Adena Wall Attendance'
Betty Bates Marguerite Leonard Sandra Hutchens Doris Flynt
Elizabeth Sink Eulene Shepherd Early Hartley John Potts

Ashley Hinkle Cathy Waitman Walter Patten Lisa Nelson
Camille Morgan Jeff Hutchens Clifford Lopp Paula Lopp

m ONGTULAION

il ScottGrafiDeanés List at Universit

|| Lauren Kloppr ecogni zed as one of the students name
Colleges. Lauren will graduate from Catawha May 9

1
Emily SniDeanés List at Universi ﬂ
d

Wh ¢

|| CongratulationsJtason Myerand Tyler Hollifield upon their recent engagement. Jason is the son of Stgve Myer:
|| and grandson of Aileen Myers.

k================

Congratulationsieew Peopleand Michelle Johnson who were recently married. Drew is the son of Viukie Wolfe



| AEI‘Il Memorials | Paged
LOIS BECK LEONARD JOHN R ROBBINS
Butch Bouchard Butch Bouchard I@V' J@
/P/I@m&f‘“

NELLIE SMITH CLEORA SECHREST
{Lynn Kloppds Mot her}
Holton Davis Holton Davis
ROLAND KENNETH SWING ILA BURRELL SWING
Banks and Eulene Shepherd Chip and Linda Burkhart
Roy and anne Bevan Mary Crouse
Janie Lohr Butch Bouchard
Maxine Lohr
LULA MAE DECKER FRANCES DOUGAN
{Katie & Shane Deckerds Grandmother}
Banks and Eulene Shepherd Gladys Snider

RUBY HELMS EVERHART

Don Leonard Merle and Jerry Hodges Katherine Skipper
Henry and Juanita Beck Butch Bouchard Holton Davis
Janie Lohr Maxine Lohr Banks and Eulene Shepherd
Mary W. Tysinger John and Vicky Gray Wanda Daye
‘ April Honorariums I
BUTCH BOUCHARB"BIRTHDAY} JOYCE PRICE
Mike and Lynn Brown Heart Sister

Roy and Anne Bevan

MARY CROUSE MARY RHODES
Heart Sister Heart Sister

PEGGY BATES DORIS FLYNT
Heart Sister Heart Sister

NANCY ROBBINS
Heart Sister



- MAY STEWARDS

Ushers Chairperson: Peggy Bates
Captain: Rich Johnson

Ushers: Joe Yarbrough, Sauni Johnson, Keith Johnson

Plate AttendantCliff Lopp
Sound TechClifford Lopp
Acolytes Katarina Strenk and Holt Biesecker

Adult Joint Sunday SchodResponsible forlessonrMe n 6 s Bi bl e Cl ass

Social Host/Hostess: Amy and Birke McNeill and Kivi and Edgar Miller

Greeters May 3 Mike and Lynn Brown
May 10 Craig and Donna Coe
May 17 Ramona Yarbrough and Adena Wall
May 24 Carroll and Carolyn Spivey
May 31 Edgar and Kivi Miller

Nursery May 3 Nina and Ted Smith
May 10 Katie and Shane Decker
May 17 Kivi and Edgar Miller
May 24 Lynn Klopp
May 31 Amy and Birke McNeill

(Alston Brook) Betty Potts (Centerclair) Jeanne Trexler
(Lexington Health Care) Louise Rollins, ke Green
(Brookdale Place) Barbara Schaeffer

(Piedmont Crossing) Henry and Ernestine Kennedy, Frances Leonard, and Rita Tussey
Henry and Juanita Beck, Jacqueline Leonard, Ethel Bailey, Sadie Bailey, Giles Crowell, Gertrude Jarvis, Hilda L

Willie Ruth Leonard, Mi ¢ ki Smit h, and Margaret Tr
Jacob Berrier (Gkrgat andson of Mary Berrier), Susan Fletcher
and James Grayods Sister). T oSardoh dHutchens @ 88801 brahet he p i

church office.

We exten8YMPATHY and share Christian hope with... fee
e James Everhart and family upon the death of his wife, Ruby Helms | :S’ZQ zf/f

yrn/)ahfr j
NS

e Rita Lohr and family upon the death of her mother, Frances Dougan
e Betty Younts and family upon the death of her husband, Bruce Younts
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Sunday, May 3 8 NEW MEMBER SUNDAY AND LUNCH ) ,x\%owship
First Reformed UCC will be welcoming five new members this Sunday! Brief bio- T n-SSO‘n’(
graphical sketches of each new member will be provided in your bulletins. Following .
the worship service a luncheon will be served in the fellowship hall. EVERYONE IS -
WELCOME! Womeno6s Life Fell owshi p-wilidonatpnsdov i di ng | unch.

l unch will be used to support the ongoing community
ing this year. Please come get to know our new members and enjoy Sunday lunch with your church family.

A
47 =

77 ) = PR

life experiences that make their Moms so spe
that they are being honored until the moment

Sunday, May 24 8 MEMORIAL SUNDAY

Memorial Sunday is a special time of year to memorialize those men and women who
paid the ultimate price for our country by giving their life for the freedoms we enjoy.

Sunday, May 31 & GRADUATION SUNDAY

First Reformed UCC will honor our high school and college graduates.

CHURCH STAFF
Minister ««-«voeeeeiinn Reverend Walter Patten, Ph.D.
Email: wrpatten@earthlink.net or minister@frucc.org

Graduation
Sunday

. . . Director of Christian Education ~ -«-+------- Amy McNeill

First Reformed United Church of Christ Administrative Asst Pyl .
104 East Center Street Chm_ms FAIVEASSL e P lallzja opp
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