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UPCOMING AT FIRST REFORMED UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Wel come, once again, to fAnewsletterlandol! We have |
the least of which areRaity Day and Homecompigns on Sunday, Septembe(it8luding our celebration of the mira-
cle of Creation during our Sunday School time toget

tion Team during the service, an uplifting message from former pastor Rev. Mike Hooper, and a deliciousatatered fe
in our fellowship hall after the Jeamideuthree new Sunday School clasest are forming later this month. Check out
Amyds informative column and other entri es fubobio-k ey
graphical sketches from our eight new mentfbetthis wider readership andmoithiesof them as we had available at
printing time, plus many other features of interest. We also have an update from our Search Committee on page 5.

However, | would like to devote the balance of this page with you by sharing our very exditiadqurogtiessof/iim
ecumenicalipasedCommunity Youth Grouplanned specifically for the needs of the traditional junior/senior high
youth groupings, fronth@o 12" grade. We have been in the planning stages for some time now, and after sharing t
plans with our Consistory in general terms BedtgkBdand her soReytonChrisandAmanda Fulton, Alice Gray, Sauni
Johnsoifwho could not attend because of scheduling éanflitds)\eill, and Bill and Cheryl Walseet with me at 5:00

p.m. Monday, August 24. This meeting was very productive, and we identified a number -sizemhaleaauhgniel
gations (UCC, United Methodist, and Presbyterian) the leaders of whom we would approach with our invitation to
here on the following Monday, August 31. We would discuss the possibilities of combining our resources leaders ¢
order to create an ecumenizadlyd junior/senior high youth group which we hoped could meet approximately even
weeksstarting provisionally on October 18 and continuing thidaghmberacknowledging the practical difficulties that
December scheduling creates. (A planning retreat will be set early in January for scheduling through tliihgnd of sch
a possible mission trip during the summer.) These youth group meetings would rotate through the participating cc
with responsibilities for a meal to be assumed by the hosting church, but with the planning of events and experi
shared by other participating members. As | did some of this calling and contacting myself, | emailed gpleprogress
of days to our working group above, as others emailed their new information to me. Some of you know that | als
process of inquiry with our congregation during my sermon on Sunday, August 30, to which there was an overwhelm
response.

We also had enough positive responses to our calls to include the leaders (including clergy) of four congregatior
ours) to meet at 5:00 pm. Monday, August 31, with scheduling conflicts for another four congregations who express
toenthusiastically strong support for our Community Youth Group idea and a wish to participate at some level of i
Our present and future networking will include contacts with a still larger number of area UCC, UMC andiPC congre
our next scheduled meeting at 7:00 p.m. Monday, Septeniteutfellowship halio which all of you who are inter-

ested in supporting this new ministry are invited to attend. Much more to come!

Blessings and Shalom, Pastor Walt
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David and Glenyce Fulton

‘ ; e We have been married for 38 iysam to be 39 in September. We have one son, Chris and his
. wife Amanda. We are both Registered Nurses; Glenyce works for Davidson County Health |

ment as a Nursing Supervisor, and Dave works at Thomasville Medical Center as the Bu

| Systems Analyst for Surgical Services.

Our spiritual journeys began as children with our parents and home churches, and continue
present. Glenyce was raised in the United Church of Christ. Dave was raised in the Bapt
nomination, but found a home in the UCC with their marriage. Glenyce has served on the E
ism Committee and sang in the church choir. She has also sung with the Lexington Choral ¢
Dave has served on various Consistory committees including Finance, Education, and Evan
He served on the Board of Directors for the A. Odell Leonard Scholarship Committee, and w
the Website Editor for the website of their last church.

We have been very pleased with the welcome that we have received from the members here at First Reformed U(
looking forward to continuing our journey of discovering and serving God with the members of this congregation.

Doug and Barbatginkare lifelong residents of Lexington, except for sever
Boone, NC while Doug attended ASU. Barbara became a homemaker a
twentyeight year career with Burlington Industries until it downsized in 198
area. They then started their own home improvement business. They ha
53 years; have one daughter, three grandchildren andg)jarelghddt

Both have been active in church life with Barbara serving in committees, ¢
guild and Doug serving on consistory (4 terms as consistory president) arf vaouv
mittees. Doug currently serves on the Blowing Rock Conference Center and Southern Conference Boards of Direc

They serve the community through Meals on Wheels, Habitat for Humanity and Group Work Camps. Doug ma
Katrina ravaged Biloxi, MS in 2008, witkrséwentpther UCC members from twelve different churches in the WNCA, ¢
working through Back Bay Mission of the United Church of Christ, started a new home. He is an active Freema
served his lodge as secretary for-wigntyears.

Both are looking forward to becoming members of First Reformed UCC and appreciate the warm welcome, acce
having the opportunity to share their faith journey.

Jan and Amy Smith

Amy Smith | am 35 years oldwork for Lexington Home Brands as the Direct Container Camjoyna¢ading, shop-
ping and spending time with my family andlfgeadisated from ECU in 1996 with a BS in Socia/eeky happy to
be joining First Reformed United Church of Christ.

Janice T Smithl am 57 years oldwork for Home Instead, Senior Care Sdmaige2 exceptional children, Amy (35) and
Matt (31), who are the light of miHdwe a wonderful life partner, Steve Myers, who is a canceesjoyixestat,

movies, quilting, crocheting, and trying out new recipes onSimedatiméyfirst Sunday | visited First Reformei2lUCC, |

at homel am very impressed with the kindness that has been shown to both my daughtéfefiny nokenas. honor

and a privilege to be accepted into memb¥®estdpk forward to sharing our spiritual journey with our new church family
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Brian McKerlie and Mike Price

Brianwas born in June, 1957 in Niagara Falls, NY and is the oldest of four ‘
ily. David, Thomas and John are brothers living in Florida, New York and
respectively. The family moved to North Tonawanda, NY when Brigiadeaen
they resided there for many years. Brian graduated from North Tonawan
School in 1975, attended Niagara County Community Collegedr@nari® earn
a degree in Data Processing and then earned an additional degree from B
lege in Buffalo, NY, graduating in Information Systems Technology in 1982.

Brian has worked in the Information Technology industry in various positions and industries such as health car
facturing, distribution and logistics, financial services including mortgage origination/servicing and securities, tel
nications, and food/supply management. Since 1997 he has worked as a consultant specializing in the Data W
space and has traveled all over the country for work to such destinations as California, Ohio, Texas, New Jer:
souri, New York and Connecticut to name a few! His latest assignment has him back in the Buffalo area workin
the end of 2009.

Brian is the father of two wonderful children: Adam, age 18 and Becca (Rebecca), age 16. Adam is an honors
from Lexington Senior High Class of 2009 and will be attending Elon University this coming fall. He will be ta
med courses and will graduate as part of the class of 2013. Becca is a rising junior at Southern Guilford Higl
where she attends the Magnet Academy there. At this point she is planning on attending either Western Carolii
palachian State to study the field of forensics.

Mikewas born in Atlanta, Georgia in 1950 and attended Druid Hills High School. He h
one brother who lives in the Houston, Texas area with his children and grandchildren.
graduated from East Carolina Universit:
education. As an accomplished alto saxophone player, Mike has performed in humer
recitals and churches throughout the state. Most notable is a performance at the W
. Saxophone Congress in Toronto, Canada.

Mike moved to Lexington in 1979 to be the High School band director and served as
choir director and hand bell director at Second Reformed UCC for 27 years. He was an active member there ar
ized the successful Lenten Recital Series there. He retired from the Lexington City school system in 2003 with 3(
teaching experience. He currently teaches middle school band at Forsyth Academy, a charte®alegmol in Winston

Mi kedbs fAfree timed is spent with gardening (he is
design and cooking.

Mike and Brian met in April of 2000 and Brian moved to Lexington in the fall of that year. They have enjoyed t
together immensely ever since. They both love spending time with their families, love to travel and entertain,
listen to music and look after their 3 dogs and 2 cats.
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Search CommitteeDawn Shaak, Chairperson of the Pastoral Search Committee, sh. c”g"’h,

Search Committee has begun the process and will be sending survey sheets to the cc onsistory
their input for the church Profile. This mailing will go out afténtéumtistdéghe new mem
who will be joining that Sunday. She requested that the Consistory draft a letter to be 11an€d w macuve

members. According to churthdbws and manual | any member fAéwho fail
the financial support of the church, and continuously absents himself/herself from regular worship serviees for a pe
years, shall become inactive. o Dawn saidsithat the

Financial Reporfhe average weekly offering for the month of June was $7,905. General Fund available balance is
Building Fund is $36,082, and Music Fund is $7,557.

Past or OReveRRrdpPattentrequested that Consistory members make every effort to attend Syradageugust 1€
members are received. He reminded Consistory members that they are the official lay leaders of First Reformed L
sonal attendance at church functions is important. He stated that our Rally Day/Homecoming celebration is sched
day, Septemberil3He has asked Reverend Mike Hooper to be the featured speaker, who has accepted this invitatiol
al so celebrate a fALiturgy of CIl os urt®. oHe plans to hateean updatei s
concerning the church website and ecumenical approaches to junior and senior high youth ministries at the next nr
Consistory (13

Board of Christian EducatioRally Day is scheduled for Sunday, Septémber 18 Roads t o Godd ch
program continues. Great program in place, just need children! A new young adult class is starting aftél Rally Da
start an-8eek program on living in this economy witth aaBibeed bac k gr oun d . 5 yeadolds),emi- c h i
tl ed, ATwo by Two, 0 is beginning. The Board of Chr i

Congregational LifeThanks to Raeann Biesecker and Sauni Johnson for the August Sunday Social. A new memb
eon, provided by Womends thLRally®aymwid belacatesed iuncheonwithl Congrbgationz
Life and the Board of Christian Education sharing setup and cleanup duties.

Finance Committee Repo&cott Frye reported that the Finance Committee will meet Mond&atAugust 1Y the
parlor to discuss the 2010 budget.

Property Committeevike Brown, Property Chair, said they had contacted Foley Tree Service to manage cleanup frc
ken pecan tree limb that fell over the playground fence. Foley said the tree could become a danger toeith® building ¢
top it for $400. Mike met with Property Committee members who decided it would be better to go ahead and take tt
Foley quoted $800 for tree removal. Mike is to receive a second quote on Monday.

Board of Community OutreadBoard Chair, Edgar Miller, stated that he is continuing to familiarize himself with duties
new position as board chair. He has had better response for shelter volunteers that stay overnight on dagifourth Tue
month. He is currently supplied through October.

Evangelism Board\ancy Robbins reported the average weekly attendance was 111 for the month of July. Average 1
visitors attending each Sunday is 12. As of dunBikrship stands at 405.

Referencing the request by the Pastoral Search Committee to send a letter to inactive members, the Coteistory thol
should be mailed as soon as possible to include an invitation to Rally Day/Homecoming activities.

Old Business:Several people have approached Consistory members with requests either to leave the summer sche
as it is or to return to the standard worship hour. The majority view was to return to a standard worshifieschedule.
made a motion with Cheryl Walser seconding to go back to 9:45 a.m. Sunday school and 11:00 a.m. worship the fi
September. Nine voted in favor and one opposed, so it passed. A renewal of our summer schedule will be considet

The Consi st or y3usdaySeptdmbartitienediately folmiing the Homecoming lunch.
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| Search Committee Ugdatel

Over the past month your Search Committee has met and begun the work of creating a church profile. E
time all church households should have received
Al Il Church Survey, 0 for each Weaamiadking thatehisbnéor- a g e
mation be returned to the church by SeptentbeWWe hope to have our church profile completed by October
Istand your inputVERY IMPORTANODnNce the profile of First Reformed UCC is complete the committee will
contact Reverend Larry Walser, Western North Carolina Associate Conference Minister. Our profile will ct
snapshot of our church that Reverend Walser will share with potential ministerial candidates.

Another step in creating a church profile is to provide an accurate count of membership. The Consistory ¢
ized the Search Committee to send letters to members who have not participated in church functions over t
three years. The church manual states:

Inactive Statuf:any member without reasonable cause acceptable to the Con-
sistory, for a period of three years fails to partake of Holy Communion, to contrib-
ute to the financial support of the Church, and continuously absents himself from
regular worship services, such members shall be considered by the Consistory
for inactive status. It shall be the duty of the Consistory to inform members of
their being considered for inactive status and their obligations as members of
this Church as contained herein. Those members who cannot be located and
are being considered for inactive status will be given inactive status without prior
notice. Inactive status means that the inactive member will not receive the regu-
lar and special mailings of the church, will not be provided offering envelopes,
will not be considered a voting member of the Church and will not be counted as
member for purposes of the United Church of Christ.

These letters were mailed Auglistitl’® our hope that those receiving letters will renew their participation in
church activities. However, if not, we will be honest with our adjusted and accurate membership count to p
ministerial candidates as we begin our §dasatould be the last newsletter that some present members

will receive.

Every church member can assist the Search Committee by supporting our church through participation in al
ties. You are the strongest selling point for First Reformed United Church of Christ as we begin the process
a permanent minister. Again, thank you for all of your help and feel free to contact any member of the S
Committee with your concerns or questions.

Search Committee Members:
Dawn ShaalGhairperson Mark Smithyice Chairperson Clifford LoppRecording Secretary
Eulene Shepher@haplain Vicky Gray Walter Hoffman
Sauni Johnson Birke McNeill Tony Peele



Pages United Friendship Club

President, June Grubb

The United Friendship Club and friends enjoyed several flavors of delicious homemade ice cream, desseats, and lot
lowship at our annual social on Wednesday, August 26

EVERYONE is invited to bring a covered dish and join us for the next meeting of the FvitatislsdayiuBeptember

23dat noonin the fellowship hall. Peggy Bates has devotions; Jo and John Hudson, Howard Wall and June Grubb a
committee. Wanda Daye has asked William Deal, Director of T.R.I.P. (Tourism Recreation Investment Partnership)
power point presentation from the Davidson County Passenger Rail Advisory Committee about plans for the Lexingtor

Morning Glory Circle

Secretary, Mary Berrier

On August 9t h, the Morning Glory Circle met at Lli b
members attended.

Lib opened the meeting with a poem, AfiGood Morning, C
ance of $175.50.

After an afternoon of fellowship, the meeting adijlour

All ladies of the church are welcomed (and needed) to meet with us each month, first We -~~~ "l
a.m.

Womenos Li fe Fi

Women's Life Fellowship, Yarborough's Restaurant and Mike Brown hosted the New N s &
Sunday Augusttl6Special thanks to Mike and his crew for a fine job on\ttie B#{ed appro f;{mfﬂﬂ
mately 130 peopléVomen's Life Fellowstipld like to welcome all new members and invitt Gﬂ'!.l;l':t'l
join our group whinbets ththird Tuesday of the morgh7pm in the parlor.

Women's Life Fellowship celebrated our annual summer picnic Anglised$aywWe gathered at the home of Nina

Smith. As always, wonderful food, fun and fellowship was enjoygukbialathanks to Nina for offering her home| as our
venue. Our groujs making plans foreaening owit the Barn Dinner Theatre in the Fall. Please contact Paulaou myself if
have any questions or interest in attending.

We will be preparing and serving the evening meal to the Lexington Senior High School football team on Friday Sep
at 4:00 p.m. in the fellowshipTiadl.is an opportunitytorgroup to show community suppproein® aealthy prgame
meal to éine group of young athled&mmen'kifeFellowshilmoks forward to continuing our community outreach arjd suppt
of local charities gmdgrams during this upcoming season.

Our next meetingSisptember I5at 7 p.m. in the ParlorWe will have a devotion, refreshments, and work on fyndraisir
ideas and community outreach goals for the upcon@ng giimers includgauni Johnson, President; Belinda Yates,|Treas-
urer; and Camille Morgan, Secretary

Thank you and God Bless, Sauni Johnson, President




YOUTH INVITATION...™

TheTeens Living for Christ Youth Group of Mount Tabor United Church ofiCbestponsoring a falf®=
kickoff event oBaturday, Septembert.Zom 4 until 7 p.m. at Mt. Tabor Chufthyoutht(® 12n grade)
are invited to participate. There will be games, snow cones, cotton candy, popcorn, and a dunkz=
to dunk the new pastor), and hot dogs and hamburgers for your enjoyment. Also, the youth ba® ngent 90 will

be performing Christian music as the highlight of the event. There is no charge for attendlng ﬁlﬁgﬁé d share
some food, fun, and fellowship with the youth of Mt.Habert or 6 s Not e: . Sﬂ@j Uucc
gations with whom we have been in dialogue concerning our mutual plans to create the Communlty Youth Group.
health and cohesion of the CYG would involve our interest in and support of individual congregationatinikaltiyes such .
Mt. Tabor. | am planning to attend this event and | invite you to do the same. WP)

(come try

COMMUNITY NEEDS

Hunger is a very real problem right here in our <c
o School so is partnering with Lexing:
i . a backpack program at Pickett Primary School. Of the 372 students at

Communities In Schools .
of Lexington/Davidson County  Pickett, 348 are on the Free and Reduced Lunch program. With your help,
fifty students will be sent home with a backpack -frikrafl\kitbod

every weekend during the school year. That means fifty children will no longer spend the weekend with empty

achs staring at empty cupboards. They will be able to eat, to get the nutrition they need to grow healthy and s

With just $5 you can provide food for one child for one weekend; $200 will provide food for a hungry child for a

tire school year. If you are able to contribute, please make your check payable to First Reformed UCC and

0 b a ¢ k pnahe knémo line. You will be given credit on your giving statement and we will see that your donat

is forwarded to ACommunities I n Schools. 0 Thank

;’

CHRISTIAN FUN FESTIVAL
Saturday, September 19, 2009

11:00 a.m.6:00 p.m.

Crisis Ministry of Davidson County is planning a Christian Fun Fest
APennies from Heaveno campaign.

The streets will be blocked off below The Dispatch for booths providing food, a bouncy house, puppet shgw, crafts, f:
and Christian music. There will also be a food drive for the Crisis Ministry food pantry, soebishgdésnip foeh

Peggy Bates is heading up securing people to staff this booth. If you think you can assist with this pfgggly please cc
at 249916.

Tours wil/l be available for you to see how andswhy
Homeless Shelter; the Genesis House which is set up to care for parents with children. View the clothep/closet and
to see how Crisis Ministry assists our own Davidson County people in need. Rain date for the festival isGBunday, Se
from 1 to 6 p.m.
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Director of Christian Education
Amy McNeill

A new school year is here which means two things: 1) the sumrmr .J-—!;‘m‘:—

r J
Perfect ! over and 2) a new Sunday School year is getting ready to kick o | g}l ﬂﬂ'pr
AEE_'H claﬂ'ﬂE- lot of fun church activities this summer with the retreat, the picnﬁﬁt“ﬂﬂ[

August 2009 I tion Biple School. We also were in the mi(.:idle (_)f planning nev — -lT‘;
you this Sunday School year. Rally Day is going to be on S&plantigeroB Sunday
School time at 9:45 a.m. downstairs with an intergenerational Sunday school class. It wil
Wanda Daye exciting time of honoring Sunday School teachers and promoting children to the next grade
Jo Hudson is also our big kiu#f for new classes. A) We wilkhava ew pr eschool cl as:
Marguerite LeonaroI ages & years old This class will be lead by Ms. Nancy Robbins. B) Also, weaanewffering
Mary Berrier | adult <cl ass Thastldseisifocds&lee tkeeyousng adults of the church but all a
Gladys Snider | welcome. We will be rotating teachers as well as studPm&epmbertdwe will begin
a68 week session titled, AnUpside Living i
McNeill leading the cla$his study will consist of a short video with each lesson and a stu

Doris Flynt |

Katherine Skipper

Ad.ena.WaII | guide book to read. The books will be available Rally Day so you can become familiar wit
Lib Sink C)Our third class is a nursery for 2 years and untiais will be lead by eight different women
Butch Bouchard | who have kindly volunteered their time and service to this. Thank you so much!! We hav
EarlieHatley | done it and have something to offer for e
Don Leonard every Sunday. Dondét forget that after Re

Cliff Lopp Meal 6 that follows the worship service ¢

John Barber | for the TT) and preached by Rev. Mike Hooper. This is going to be a wonderful day for all tc

Camille Morgan I iRoads to Godod just ended up the study o
Cathy Waitman I tries. The children had a great time bringing in the cereal boxes and we ended up collecting

Clifford Lopp 15 boxes. Thank you again to everyone who participated in this great cause. We are gettir
Paula Lopp to start up our study on Creation. There will be another community outreach project incluc
—_—— ——— this study. More information when this study starts up on September 20

Vacation Bible School was held at Second UCC this year and | want to thank everyone from our church wheo voluntee
to help out. We had about 40 children to attesnad. an
The children loved all of the different Science experiments that took place, the music, crafts, story tirtleh@ioeof course
great adventures of Chadder the chipmunk. Thank you to Second UCC and Wendy Rummage for hosting us this yee

| also want to let everyone know that there is a great group of people working really hard right now togtau up a new
for middle and high school students. It is all in the works right now so | just ask for your prayers orethis kgept cause.
everyon@osted as we proceed.

Thanks to Mike Brown, we have a new bulletin board on the wall by the nursery and preschool rooms. lowill post inf
will need for that month on that bulletin board. Be sure to check this board regularly for information yoigtnay need c

youth of our <church. I owi || post t ICerendlatheaestarfdates foK i d s
Kids Club are Octobertand October 20d ur i ng Wo me n 8.sMalk yolrealeRdars now besahse the chil-
dren wondét want to miss it. We will also st amloutChi |

what we will be studying on the bulletin board. | will mail a letter out as well. So much information &freade so pleas
contact me if you ever have questions or suggestions. Thank you!
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RALLY DAY AND

CHURCH HOMECOMING
Sunday, September 13, 2009

Invite family, friends, and former members to come to First Reformed UCC for Rally Da

and our annual Homecoming. Worship b&gié® atmReverend Mike Hooper, for-

mer minister, will be our guest preacher. After worship we will enjoy a time of good food

friendship and fellowship as we share a catered lunch together. Please fill out the reserve

tion form found in the church bulletin and drop in the offering plate, or call the church offic
at 248617 by Tuesday, SeptenibebD8nations will be accepted at the door.

Sunday School News$

Rally Day will be $aptember 18to kicloff our Sunday school y8dre day will begin9ad5 a.m.
downstairs with an intergenerational Sunday scho
drenbés program ARoads to God, o6 youbdll be able to
They are beginning a new session on Creation. The Board of Christian Education

decided that it would be interesting and fun for everyone to rotate through the

classrooms. There has been a great deal of work put into keeping all things excit-

ing through study and visual effects. Plan to be here Rally Day to see for yourself!

Everyone is welcome!!

The Board of Christian Education is very excited to announce that we will be offer-
ingthree new Sunday school classes this fall.

1. Beginning Sunday, Septemltea 20rsery for tweyearolds and undewill be provided
each Sunday morning. This class is located on the main level to the left as you enter the Sun-
day school side of the education building.

2. Also, beginning Sunday, Septembeve2®@ill begin oorTwo by Twod6 <cl ass for
schoolers, ages2 This class will be led by Nancy Robbins and is located on the main level
to the right as you enter the Sunday school side of the education building.

3. Beginning Sunday, Septembertl20 S e e kaectass ,foé young adults, will be back.
This class will begin with anwighe Kk cour se of materi al titled, i
Economy, 6 by Mi ke Slaughter. Class | eaders a
class is located on the main level across the hall from the Willing Workers Sunday school class.



