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As of my present writing, we are anticipating the rigors of Maundy Thursday (the latin word ñmandatumò being the word which signifies 

Jesusô command that we love one another) and Good Friday (so-called ñgoodò because it signifies the authentic completion of the 

covenant between Jesus Christ and God the Father) and Holy Saturday (when our classical faith teaches that Christ was present 

even among the dead, signifying that there is no place that he can not and will not go as our Messiah).  By the time you read this, we 

may well be anticipating our joyous celebration of the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday morning.   We certainly hope that you 

will come to worship with us in spirit and in truth this Sunday, if you possibly can.   

Way back in Luke 9:51, when Jesus ñset his face toward Jerusalemò (very likely an ancient semitic term),  we have been journeying 

with him and his disciples in ever widening circles of influence, as they go by twos to spread the gospel in every town and home that 

will receive them, under the most stringent, sacrificial and vulnerable conditions possible.  This circle of gospel influence widens with 

the joyous outbreak of praise on Palm Sunday, which we ourselves re-enacted both during our sanctuary worship and in our public 

gathering at the Olde Courthouse, signifying the same response that the original people felt:  ñThe whole multitude of the disciples 

began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying óBlessed is the king who comes in 

the name of the Lord.ôò  (Luke 19: 37b)   Notice that vitally important phrase:  ñéfor all the deeds of power that they had seenéò  

Scripture reminds us that both they and we are not being asked to receive his coming among us on ñblind faith,ò as the saying goes:  

The crowds of old and we ourselves have seen his deeds of power, over and over again in our lives; though, honestly, we may not 

always be consistent in acknowledging the truth of what we have seen.   We have seen, but we have not always trusted what we 

have seen.  

Re last Sunday:  perhaps some of you will recall the connection I pointed to between the parable of the ten pounds and the immedi-

ately succeeding lectionary reading we used, Luke 19: 28-40.  This compares the unfaithful, untrusting, fearful servant who presumed 

arrogantly to judge his master as harsh for giving him a pound to hold in stewardship with the two disciples who trusted Jesus abso-

lutely and completely when he instructed them to do an odd thing, to acquire the young, untamed colt.  They did exactly as he asked 

them to do, without questioning his motives, whether it was wise to use an animal that had never been tamed, who will pay for this 

transaction, etc.; and when the owner asked the inevitable question, they responded as he told them to do:  ñThe Lord needs it.ò  Sim-

ple trust with no games, no questions, no evasions, no elaborations, no second-guessing...showing simple trust, humility and faithful 

obedienceéqualities they had learned on the road through the little towns and homes on their way toward Jerusalem.  And because 

of their simple, faithful obedience, Palm Sunday events went as they were planned, as they should have.  All of these servants had 

seen the deeds of the master, but only some of them trusted what they had seen, certainly trusting their master better than they did 

their own judgment, which is the critical point of self-surrender of oneôs own autonomy to oneôs master who is clearly worthy of trust, a 

master who may actually have oneôs best interests at heart more than the servant or disciple can. 

As Holy Week proceeds, the gospel circle of influence begins to narrow to confront the political and religious agendas of people who 

were professional judges; who were accustomed to having their way; who pronounced with certainty what was good and evil, clean 

and unclean, acceptable and unacceptable; who had been ñcalling the shotsò for a long time; who were proud of the power alliances 

and understandings that had been forged between the military occupiers and the scribes and Pharisees; who were not about to let 

some itinerate rabbi upstart challenge their status quo, their stewardship of Godôs grace legalistically defined on their terms 

and in their interests.  The gospel circle of influence shrinks further with every Holy Week day that passes, until finally our Lord Je-

sus Christ, our Master in whom our trust is life itself, is nailed to the Cross with the same fears and rage and blood lust and power-

mongering which courses through all of us, though most of us are adept at hiding such things from others and from ourselves.   
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But we cannot hide from him.  The gospel influence now has shrunk to a single point, with Jesus on the Cross.  One of Jesusô most 

profound utterances escapes his lips with his crucified breath:  ñFather, forgive them, for they know not what they do.ò (Luke 23: 34)  

The disciples scramble frantically into the night, running for their miserable lives, and the power-mongers breathe a collective sigh of 

relief.  The gospel influence of Jesus, called the Christ, the Messiah, would now seem to be over. 

But, as we ourselves have seen, the gospel influence was not over, is not over, and will never be over, as long as one person con-

tinues to trust what he or she has seen in and through Jesus Christ and then acts upon that trust with humility, emptiness, 

and utter receptivity to the will of God through the Risen Christ.   We must share the profound realization that the Apostle Paul 

expressed in his Letter to the Philippians:  ñLet the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

deathðeven death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.ò  (Philippians 2: 5-11)    

In brokenness, emptiness and humility, we are to behave as trusting stewards of the graceful blessings and gifts that God in Christ 

has placed within our reach; understanding, at long last, that as long as we cling to our preciously sovereign autonomy of judgment, 

thinking that we understand our best interests better than God the Father, then we are lost.  Like Mary, in the lectionary reading (John 

20:1-18) that we will use on this Easter Sunday, if we want to see the Risen Christ in a way that we can trust, we will need to tamp 

down our worldly pace, suspend our worldly values and habits, and patiently, humbly wait for him in brokenness and in grief to appear 

before uséin a way that we can see and that we can trust.  It is significant that her dramatic insight came when the Risen Christ 

called her by name, ñMary!ò  She is transformed forever by this experience, made a precious steward of an extraordinary range of 

gifts, graces and blessings, being the very first person to recognize that the grace of God that had been so long ñencasedò within Ju-

daic legalism was now bursting forth with a newness and a power which was and is overwhelming.  The gospel influence has contin-

ued to spread outward ever since, touching and transforming even us, giving hope to the hopeless and placing the marginalized of the 

world at the very center of Godôs love and mercy. 

I close with this observation as your IIM.  At our February annual meeting of the congregation, I and others were constrained to share 

certain ñstewardshipò concerns which referenced our cash flow patterns, wherewith we are spending more than we are taking in.  

There is a sheet in this issue of First News which underscores the truth of what we were saying then.  My observation to you and to 

us, after my compressed overview of Holy Week, is that our financial stewardship deficit reflects a deeper and more pervasively spiri-

tual stewardship deficit.  While I do appreciate the fact that many of us are on fixed incomes, do have wide-ranging responsibilities, 

are almost ossified in our wasteful habits which we have taken for granted for years, and live in one of the most depressed economic 

areas in the country, I persist in reminding us that the Biblical word for ñstewardshipò reflects our care and management of all the gifts, 

graces, blessings and resources that God in Jesus Christ has laid before us.  Now, it can well be an act of responsible spiritual stew-

ardship to examine possible areas of ñbloatò or non-essential spending in the budget, with pretty much everything on the table for re-

view, though such changes should always be  considered through the deepest possible prayer and transparent dialogue, for a church 

budget does mean a quantifying and competitive balancing of various expressions of ministry.  Such decisions call for vision and 

courage and sacrifice and discipleship from everyone--and Jesus well understood counting the cost before constructing a building!   

But such decisions also call for us to trust that which we have seen in our Risen Jesus Christ, trusting that he can and will guide 

FRUCC through these challenges, trusting that his magnificent miracles of multiplication are not simply reserved for hungry people 

long ago, but for us, now, if we will but call upon him in spirit and in truth.  If we will but apply our trusting vision of the Risen Christ to 

our concerns, if we will but apply the Easter faith which is liberally granted to all who will but receive it and act upon it, trusting God the 

Father to understand our financial and ministry challenges at least as well as we do (!), then the ministries and the future of FRUCC 

will be well secured.  That is the power of Christian stewardship, when properly appropriated and realized through Easter faith.   

Blessings and Shalom, Rev. Walt  
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The Finance Committee of First Reformed United Church of Christ will sponsor 

a dinner and mystery theatre fundraiser at the Corner Café Dinner Theater 

(fellowship hall) on Saturday, October 16, 2010.  Auditions for male and female 

actors will be held in August.  Proceeds from the dinner and play will assist First 

Reformed UCC general fund.  If you are interested in participating, please con-

tact Carolyn Spivey for details. 

First Quarter 2010 

 

First quarter amount needed $72,553.00 

First quarter general funds received   48,060.71 

 

Budget shortfall    $24,492.29 

Finance Information 

As you review first quarter giving listed below, please consider the following paragraph copied from a letter to the congre-

gation from our then Finance Chairman, Walter Hoffman, dated October 31, 2007. 

We all collectively make up First Reformed United Church of Christ.  It is up to us ð- each of us ð- to 

support our church with our prayers, our presence and our dollars.  We need each and every member 

to be faithful in all three of these areas.  If you have not regularly attended the Sunday worship service 

recently, I encourage you to come back.  If you have stopped giving, please bring your money with you.  

If you already contribute, please look for ways to give more.  If we truly examine how we spend our 

money, we can usually find more money to give to the church.  I ask each of you to look prayerfully for 

ways to increase your giving.  The simple phrase remains true: 

If it is to be, it is up to me! 

Letôs all be more diligent about our giving.  The church has operating expenses and benevolences all year...not just at the 

end of the year. 
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By: June Grubb, 2010 Consistory President 

At the February meeting of Consistory we considered minor changes to the Constitution and By-laws of the congregation 

as proposed by the Transition Team.  These changes, approved by the Consistory, will be on the agenda of the October 

congregational meeting for a vote by the congregation along with the proposed Pastoral Relations Committee.  We are 

still considering changes to the churchôs Operating Manual which describes the roles and functions of the Boards and 

Committees of the church. 

Sixty-five people walked the Labyrinth in the Fellowship Hall.  This project 

has had the support of many people, some of whom I wish to thank 

personally.  To Chris Fulton and Darren Barr, who with great skill and 

patience took the blank canvass and laid out the path way on the fellowship 

hall floor, blessing on you.  To the planning committee who helped gather the 

objects for the various stationséLib Sink, Chris and Amanda Fulton, David 

Fulton, Walter Pattenéthank you.  And to our hosts who greeted those who 

came to walk the labyrinth and provided guidance and answered 

questionsé.Myrtle Latimer, Alisa Johnson, Gladys Snider, Lib Sink, Chris and 

Amanda Fulton, Marguerite Leonard, David Fulton, Eulene Shepherd, Nancy Robbins and Carolyn Spiveyé.Thank you.  

Members of First Reformed UCC as well as people from the community were touched by this 

form of meditation and prayer.  Several people left their written reflections upon their 

experience.  Here are just a few of their responses: 

Very relaxing...great for serious soul searching...makes me realize and appreciate 

silence...What a wonderful journey with God! 

Every day we should spend time reflecting like this to keep our focus on God. 

I feel a renewal of the Holy spirit and the reassurance that God is always with me as I 

continue my journey day to day. 

I felt a closeness to God that I did not want to ever leave.  I want to keep that feeling all 

day, everyday. 

It was meaningful to spend this time in meditation...as if God were here speaking to me. 

Thank you to everyone who put this together.  It was wonderful to put out the chaos of the world and let God in.  The 

meditation was needed.  Thank you for a renewed spirit! 

The canvas belongs to us and we will offer other opportunities during the years to come for people to experience this sacred 

walk, a powerful tool for meditation and prayer. 

Our Search Committee is continuing their work with care and prayerful consideration of all applicants.  It is important that we 

continue to support their work and to remain patient of the process.  Because they are entrusted with the lives of all possible 

candidates there is total confidentiality maintained within the committee.  We are asked to respect that confidentiality.  When 

they are ready to present a candidate to the congregation we will all have an opportunity to be in dialogue with that person 

and his/her family before we extend a Call by congregational vote.  We hold the Search Committee and their work in our 

thoughts and prayers.      
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Consistory HighlightsñMarch 2010 

Financial Report:  Harriette Murphy reported the average weekly offering for the month of February to be   

$4,923.00.  General Fund available balance is $969.43. ñSoupòer Bowl offering was $216.75.  Ash Wednes-

day offering was $140.00.  Both special offerings were given to Crisis Ministry.   

Pastorõs Report:  Reverend Patten handed out his 4-week report from February 8 to March 7, 2010.   

This report showed four weeks, with 146 phone calls, 9 hospital/rehab/Rest home visits, 79 office meetings and approximately 55 

hours work per week. 

Total number of people assisted by Pastorôs Discretionary Fund since 4/15/08 was 122 with a balance of $5,358.61. 

 Total number of people who approached us for assistance of various kindsé448 

 Total number of pastoral hours devoted to interviews that produced assistance...66 

ñLiving the Questionò series will resume at 7:15 p.m. on Thursday, April 8, 2010.  The first night will conclude the current series.  

Beginning the following week we will start a new series entitled ñCall to Covenant.ò 

Board of Christian Education:  Report was presented by Nancy Robbins. 

The Nursery/Toddler, and Two by Two classes refurbishing has been completed.   

There are new volunteers on the Roads to God board.   

Heifer project rabbits will be purchased.   

Plans are completed for Kidsô Club and Childrenôs Church activities for the month of March. 

Community Youth Group: Chris Fulton reported tentative plans are in place for the work camp.   

Scheduled events include: Vacation Bible School, Blowing Rock Retreat, and the Easter Egg Hunt.  Also a theme has been dis-

cussed for the picnic scheduled for June 13, 2010.  The tentative date for Youth Sunday is May 16, 2010. 

Congregational Life:    

Chairperson, Eddie Yates thanked Myra Thompson and Betty & Larry Link for the Sunday Social on March 7, 2010. 

Finance Committee Report:  The committee will meet March 16, 2010 in the parlor at 7:00 p.m. 

Property Committee: Report given by Mike Brown, Property Chairperson. 

An anonymous donor has given $3200 for a new sound system for the Chapel.  Projected cost of the new system will be $4200.  

It is planned to attempt to sell the parts from an older system to help with the deficit. 

The Music Committee met on March 3, 2010 via telephone and approved the request from Mike Brown to use $1250.00 from the 

Music Fund to pay for new lighting in the Chapel annex room that is now being used as the choir practice room.  Motion was ap-

proved unanimously. 

Board of Community Outreach:  Report was presented by Chairperson Edgar Miller 

The committee received $1080.00 in contributions for Touching Davidson County with Love. 

The TDCWL project signup sheets should be available in mid March 

Evangelism Board: Janette Neal, Co-Chairperson stated: 

February 2010 ð The average attendance was 130 with the total membership at 324 members. 

New Business: 

Constitution and By-laws were reviewed with one amendment still under discussion.  No decisions were made at this time. 

The Operating Manual was also reviewed and tabled for further discussion at our April meeting. 

Approved the Pastoral Relations Organizational Committee recommendations for documented guidelines, to be added to the 

by-laws, for the Pastoral Relations Committee.   

 

The Consistoryôs next meeting will be Sunday, April 18, 2010 at 7:00 pm. 


