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As of my present writing, we are anticipating igdfies r i
Jesus6 command that we | ocaél edefignotdtbeberpcande GobdsFi

covenant between Jesus Christ and God the Father) and Holy Saturday (when our classical faith teaches that Chr
even among the dead, signifying that there is no place that he can not and will not go as our Messiah). tigy, the time y
may well be anticipating our joyous celebration of the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday morning. atWucertainl
will come to worship with us in spirit and in truth this Sunday, if you possibly can.

Way back in Luke 9:51, when Jesus fAset his f aceymg owa
with him and his disciples in ever widening circles of influence, as they go by twos to spread the gospenetbagry towr
will receive them, under the most stringent, sacrificial and vulnerable conditions possible. This circlevidégesyéh influe
the joyous outbreak of praise on Palm Sunday, which we amaetedsoh during our sanctuary worship and in our pul
gathering at the Ol de Courthouse, signifying tshpes s an
began to praise God joyfully with a |l oud voicemdsinr a
the name of the Lord. 60 (LukKiefb9: a3Tb)Xt he Netidse off h &
Scripture reminds us that both they and we aregesot b
The crowds of old and we ourselves have seen his deeds of power, over and over again in our lives; thougit, hones
always be consistent in acknowledging the truth of what we have seen. Wa Waviesseenot always trusted what we
have seen.

Relast Sunday: perhaps some of you will recall the connection | pointed to between the parable of the ten pounds a
ately succeeding lectionary reading we used, Luk@. 13hid8compares the unfaithful, untrusting, fearful servamhedho pres
arrogantly to judge his master as harsh for giving him a pound to hold in stewardship with the two discipldssoMo trust
lutely and completely when he instructed them to do an odd thing, to acquire the young, untamed colt. Taskgdlid exac
them to do, without questioning his motives, whether it was wise to use an animal that had never been taimed, who

transaction, etc.; and when the owner asked t hteSin-neyv
ple trust with no games, no questions, no evasions, no elaboratiorg)essisgcosidowing simple trust, humilityhéudd fai
obedienceéqualities they had | earned on the roadket hr

of their simple, faithful obedience, Palm Sunday events went as they were planned, as they should haves hdl of thes
seen the deeds of the master, but only some of them trusted what they had seen, certainly trusting thelreydidter bett
their own judgment, which is the critical poistofrselfe nder of oneds own aut otusthay t
master who may actwually have oneds best interests at

As Holy Week proceeds, the gospel circle of influence begins to narrow to confront the political and relgmwbagenda:
were professional judges; who were accustomed to having their way; who pronounced with certainty what was good

and uncl ean, acceptable and unacceptabl e; who hnaesl be
and understandings that had been forged between the military occupiers and the scribes and Pharisees; wdto were
some itinerate rabbi upstart challenge thait us qu o, their stewardship of | Goc

and in their interestsThe gospel circle of influence shrinks further with every Holy Week day that passes, until finally c
sus Christ, our Master in whom our trust is life itself, is nailed to the Cross with the same fears and ratgoamss blood |
mongering which courses through all of us, though most of us are adept at hiding such things from others and from ou
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But we cannot hide from him. The gospel i nfl uenoc e n
profound utterances escapes his |ips with hise®@iB4ci f
The disciples scramble frantically into the night, running for their miserable livesnangetselpeathe a collestiyle of

relief. The gospel influence of Jesus, called the Christ, the Messiah, would now seem to be over.

But,as we ourselves have seéme gospel influence was not over, is not over, and will neasidiggaa&Qne person con-

tinues to trust what he or she has seen in and through Jesus Christ and thparatitat trust with humility, emptiness,

and utter receptivity to the will of Gbbugh the Risen ChristWe must share the profound realization that the Apostle P
expressed in his Letter to the Philippianet t he same mind be in you that wa
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the p«
deatl®d even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every na
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confessthat) e sus Chri st is Lor d, (Philippiahs?#d) gl ory of God the F

In brokenness, emptiness and humility, we are to behave as trusting stewards of the graceful blessingsGmdtgifts the
has placed within our reach; understanding, at long last, that as long as we cling to our preciously sovdgegnt,autonor
thinking that we understand our best interests better than God the Father, then we are lost. Like Maaglig {deHactiona
20:118) that we will use on this Easter Sunday, if we want to see the Risen Christ in a way that we can tarsp we wil
down our worldly pace, suspend our worldly values and habits, and patiently, humbly wait for him in brakespesss and i
before uséin a way that we can see and that we rigan
called her by name, AMary! o She is transfor medoff or ¢
gi fts, graces and bl essings, being the very fiithinsJa- pe
daic legalism was now bursting forth with a newness and a power which was and is overwhelming. The gospel influe
ued to spread outward ever since, touching and transforming even us, giving hope to the hopeless and platihg the ma
worl d at the very center of Goddés | ove and mercy.

I close with this observation as your IIM. At our February annual meeting of the congregation, | and othesharere cons
certain fistewardshipd concerns which referenced our
There is a sheet in this issk@sifNewsvhich underscores the truth of what we were saying then. My observation to yol
us, after my compressed overview of Holy Week, is that our financial stewardship deficit reflects a deepbrsani more [
tual stewardship deficit. While | do appreciate the fact that many of us are on fixed incomasgidg hesfgowiilek,

are almost ossified in our wasteful habits which we have taken for granted for years, and live in one of tbeomizst depre
areas in the country, I persist in reminding allhegiftsh a't
graces, blessings and resources that God in Jesus Christ has laid before us. Now, it can well be an aodaftessponsibl
ardship to exami ne -pssentalispenidiag imthedwedget, with préityp rhuchaetvedythiogronrtheatable
view, though such changes should always be considered through the deepest possible prayer and transparént dialogd
budget does mean a quantifying and competitive balancing of various expressions of ministry. Such dearsions cal
courage and sacrifice and discipleship from eaedydesus well understood counting the cost before constructing a buildir

But such decisions also call tortusst that which we have seen in our Risen Jesus @hgttg that he can and will guide
FRUCC through these challenges, trusting that his magnificent miracles of multiplication are not simply eegerved for
long ago, but for us, now, if we will but call upon him in spirit and in truth. If we will but apply dbeRiss#ng kirssotoof
our concerns, if we will but apply the Easter faith which is liberally granted to all who will but receitesitiagdGact tingon it
Father to understand our financial and ministry challenges at least as well as we do (!), then the mingftRR&)@a@ the f
will be well secured. That is the power of Christian stewardship, when properly appropriated and realited through Eas

Blessings and Shalom, Rev. Walt
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| Finance Information |

As you review first quarter giving listed below, please consider the following paragraph copied from a letter to the c
gation from our then Finance Chairman, Walter Hoffman, dated October 31, 2007.

We all collectively make up First Reformed United Church of Christ.0 i ésacip ¢b ws - to

support our church with our prayers, our presence and our dollars. We need each and every member
to be faithful in all three of these areas. If you have not regularly attended the Sunday worship service
recently, | encourage you to come back. If you have stopped giving, please bring your money with you.
If you already contribute, please look for ways to give more. If we truly examine how we spend our
money, we can usually find more money to give to the church. | ask each of you to look prayerfully for
ways to increase your giving. The simple phrase remains true:

If it is to be, it is up to me!

Letdés all be more diligent about our giving. The ¢
end of the year.

First Quarter 2010

First quarter amount needed $72,553.00

First quarter general funds received48,060.71

Budget shortfall $24,492.29

The Finance CommitteéFirst Reformed United Church of Christ will sponsor

a dinner and mystery theatre fundraiseiCatriee Café Dinner Theater
(fellowship hall) on Saturday, October 16, 2010. Audiienanidrfemale

actors will be held in August. Proceeds from the dinner and play will assist First
Reformed UCC general fund. If you are interested in participating, please con-
tact Carolyn Spivey for details.
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C O N S | S T O R M: June Grubb, 2010 Consistory President

O At the February meeting of Consistory we considered minor changes to the CostetvaindthaencbBgregation
as proposed by the Transition Team. These changes, approved by the Consistory, will be on the agenda of tr
congregational meeting for a vote by the congregation along with the proposed Pastoral Relations Committee
still considering changes to the churchoés Operati
Committees of the church.

has had the support of many people, some of whom | wis
personally. To Chris Fulton and Darren Barr, who with grefic
patience took the blank canvass and laid out the path way on t

N Sixtyfive people walked the Labyrinth in the Fellowship Hall.
R hall floor, blessing on you. To the planning committee who help®

objects for the wvarious stat ris
Ful ton, Wal ter Pattenéthank vy host
came to walk the labyrinth and provided guidance and

guestionsé. Myrtle Lati mer, Al i , gadys S
Amanda Fulton, Marguerite Leonard, David Fulton, E L

Members of First Reformed UCC as well as people from the community were touched b
form of meditation and prayer. Several people left their written reflections upon t
experience. Here are just a few of their responses:

silence...What a wonderful journey with God!

+ Every day we should spend time reflecting like this to keep our focus on God.

+ | feel a renewal of the Holy spirit and the reassurance that God is alwa
continue my journey day to day.

¢ | felt a closeness to God that | did not want to ever leave. | want to keep
day, everyday.

+ It was meaningful to spend this time in meditation...as if God were here spg

+ Thank you to everyone who put this together. It was wonderful to put out the chaos of the world and let Go
meditation was needed. Thank you for a renewed spirit!

The canvas belongs to us and we will offer other opportunities during the years to come for people to experience
walk, a powerful tool for meditation and prayer.

Our Search Committee is continuing their work with care and prayerful consideration of all applicantsvelt is import
continue to support their work and to remain patient of the process. Because they are entrusted withl¢he lives of
candidates there is total confidentiality maintained within the committee. We are asked to respect thah confidentis
they are ready to present a candidate to the congregation we will all have an opportunity to be in dialogue with t
and his/her family before we extend a Call by congregational vote. We hold the Search Committee and their w
thoughts and prayers.



Consistory HighlightsMarch 2010 ™

Financial ReportHarriette Murphy reported the average weekly offering for the month of February to be
$4,923.00. General Fund available balance is $969. 4
day offering was $140.00. Both special offerings were given to Crisis Ministry.

Past or 0ReveReadPatrert handed outvieeld report from February 8 to March 7, 2010.

+ This report showed four weeks, with 146 phone calls, 9 hospital/rehab/Rest home visits, 79 office meetirigs and ap
hours work per week.
¢« Tot al number of people assisted by Pastorods Discret

Tot al number of people who approached us for assi
Total number of pastoral hours devoted to interviews that produced assistance...66

¢ ALiving the Questionod series wild.l resume at séiesl5 p.
Beginning the foll owing week we will start a new se

Board of Christian EducatioReport was presented by Nancy Robbins.

The Nursery/Toddler, and Two by Two classes refurbishing has been completed.

There are new volunteers oRdhds to Gdmbard.

Heifer project rabbits will be purchased.

Pl ans are completed for Kidsé Club and Childrends (
Community Youth Group: Chris Fulton reported tentative plans are in place for the work camp.

Scheduled events include: Vacation Bible School, Blowing Rock Retreat, and the Easter Egg Hunt. Also a theme |
cussed for the picnic scheduled for June 13, 2010. The tentative date for Youth Sunday is May 16, 2010.
Congregational Life:

* & & o o o

Chairperson, Eddie Yates thanked Myra Thompson and Betty & Larry Link for the Sunday Social on March 7, 2010.
Finance Committee Repoftie committee will meet March 16, 2010 in the parlor at 7:00 p.m.
Property CommitteReport given by Mike Brown, Property Chairperson.
+ An anonymous donor has given $3200 for a new sound system for the Chapel. Projected cost of the new systen
It is planned to attempt to sell the parts from an older system to help with the deficit.

¢ The Music Committee met on March 3, 2010 via telephone and approved the request from Mike Brown to use $1
Music Fund to pay for new lighting in the Chapel annex room that is now being used as the choir practice room.
proved unanimously.

Board of Community OutreadReport was presented by Chairperson Edgar Miller

e The committee received $1080.00 in contributhiiog Davidson County with Love

¢+ The TDCWL project signup sheets should be available in mid March

Evangelism Boardanette Neal, @hairperson stated:

+ February 2080 The average attendance was 130 with the total membership at 324 members.

New Business:
+ Constitution andHBws were reviewed with one amendment still under discussion. No decisions were made at 1

¢ The Operating Manual was also reviewed and tabled for further discussion at our April meeting.
+ Approved the Pastoral Relations Organizational Committee recommendations for documented guidelines, to k

bylaws, for the Pastoral Relations Committee.

The Consistoryds next meeting wild]l be Sunday, April



