THE FLOWERS on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Ruby Bouchard by her

husband, Butch and their children.

[ ]
USHERS: Steve Smith, Jerry Smith, John Hudson, Vicky Gray and Ted Smith TZ]’St Reﬁ) Tme J

PLATE ATTENDANT: Roy Bevan
GREETERS: Henry and Kay Crouse

[ [
ACOLYTES: Holt Biesecker and Griff Smith U t J C ﬁ ﬁ C ﬁ t
NURSERY (Birth through 6 years-old}: Kivi and Edgar Miller nl e urc 0 TZS
PRAYER CONCERNS: Ernie Bonner, Sadie Bailey, Catherine Leonard, Velna Swing, Ronnie Durham, John
Rollins, Elmer Morgan, Willie Ruth Leonard, Arlene Swing, Jacqueline Leonard, Frances Leonard, Juanita
and Henry Beck, Ernestine and Henry Kennedy, Steve Murdock, Jules Bliss (Banks & Eulene’s Grandson), Paul

Stevens (Lisa Nelson’s Cousin), Van “Buster” Conrad (Gray Family), and George Horner (Vicky Gray's Father).
To place a name on the prayer chain, please call Adena Wall at 249-1904 or the church office.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, March 14 9:00 a.m. ---WOMEN'’S LIFE FELLOWSHIP BAKE SALE
9:45 a.m. ---SUNDAY ScHoOL CLASSES FOR EVERYONE
11:00 a.m. ---WORSHIP SERVICE AND KiDS’ CLuB {OGHS OFFERING}
Monday, March 15 5:30 p.m. ---Craft/Scrapbooking Night {Parlor}
6:30 p.m. ---Search Committee Meeting {New Way Classroom}

Tuesday, March 16 7:00 p.m. ---Finance Committee Meeting {Parlor}
Wednesday, March 17 Noon--------- Community Lenten Service {First UMC} B TP A
6:30 p.m. ---Bell Choir Practice {Sanctuary} ]
7:15 p.m. ---Adult Choir Practice {Sanctuary} Wﬁere (Peop[e @ZSCO’()BT - - -
Thursday, March 18 5:30 p.m. ---YOGA Class Tﬁe Love QngC[
6:00 p.m. ---MEN’S BROTHERHOOD DINNER MEETING {Fellowship Hall}
Saturday, March 20 8:30 a.m. ---Spread Pine Needles Around Buildings Tﬁe Power to Love Otﬁers

2:00 p.m. ---Labyrinth Volunteers Training Session {Fellowship Hall}

The Ability to Love Ourselves

Sunday, March 21 9:45 a.m. ---SUNDAY SCcHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERYONE
11:00 a.m. ---WORSHIP SERVICE AND CHILDREN’S CHURCH

NOON-4 p.m.-LABYRINTH

6 — 8 p.m. ---Community Youth Group 104 East Center Street Oﬁ‘i'ce (336) 248-2617
March 7, 2010  Attendance (Worship 124) Offering Received $4,489.95 Lexin ton WC 27292 T(D( (336) 248-6163
March 8, 2009  Attendance (Worship 124) Needed each Sunday to meet Budget $5,581.00 ‘g ? .
Website www.frucc.org email — church@frucc.ory
Church Staff
Reverend Walter Patten, Ph.D., Intentional Interim Minister (Cell #336-420-2728 Home #336-632-1985)
Cathy Waitman, Interim Director of Christian Education Paul Freeman, Choir Director Sunday) M(ZTCﬁ 14) 2010

Lee Ann Peele, Organist Paula Lopp, Administrative Asst



mailto:church@frucc.org

Service of Divine Worship

Fourth Sunday in Lent Liturgist: Walter Hoffman March 14, 2010

Silent Meditations: “It's hard to envision a new heaven and a new earth, all things restored in
Christ, if we do not at least have a glimpse of that future here and now. Left to our own
devices, we tend to regard this world with its present princes, powers, and social arrangements
as normal. The church’s existence is in itself a corporate, material, political claim about
salvation that the world cannot smother, despite its best efforts. We're God's chosen
ambassadors. It's therefore our joyful, ecclesiastical election and vocation to tell the world its
true situation now that Jesus Christ has planted his banner on enemy territory and announced
that he is willing to do whatever is necessary to get back what belongs to God.”

--Bishop William H. Willimon

Preparation _for Worship

Prelude “Behold the Man” Richolson
*Chimes Sounding the Hour

*Time of Greeting and Announcements
(Special word from Birke McNeill about signup for Touching Davidson County With Love)

Choral Call to Worship
Solemn Declaration and Choral Amen

Praise to God

*Hymn “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” No. 274
*Responsive Call to Worship
Liturgist: O God of all the living, both banished and restored,
People: Compassionate, forgiving, our peace and hope assured.
Liturgist:  Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease.
People: Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace.
*Gloria Patri
*Opening Prayer (unison) (Derived from Il Corinthians 5:14-15) Liturgist
The love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. And he died for all that those who live might live for all, that
those who live might live no longer for themselves but for him who for their sake died
and was raised. Amen.

Confession of Sin

Call to Confession
Unison Prayer for the Confession of Sin (Derived from Il Corinthians 5:16-20) Liturgist
Gracious Lord, we confess that from now on, we regard no one from a human point of

view, and even though we once regarded Christ from a human point of view, we regard
him thus no longer. Forgive us, Lord, when we still prefer the human point of view. We
confess that if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away,
behold, the new has come. Forgive us, Lord, when we still have eyes and heart from
the old creation, refusing to see and to feel anything new. We confess that all this is
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation. Forgive us, Lord, when we act as if Christ was not reconciling the world
to himself and was not entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. We confess that
God has made us ambassadors for Christ. Forgive us, Lord, when we act as
ambassadors for our own interests instead of yours; in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
The Kyrie and Assurance of Pardon - - - Amen Sung

Witness of Faith

The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Children’s Moment
Anthem “Be Still and Know That | Am God” Klouse

Proclamation of the Word

The New Testament Reading (Liturgist) Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 {Page #952 of Pew Bible}
Sermon “TWO LOST SONS AND THE PRODIGAL FATHER”

Response Through Dedication

Invitation to Give

Giving of Tithes and Offerings (One Great Hour of Sharing)

The Offertory

*The Doxology and Offertory Prayer (unison) (Derived from Il Corinthians 5:21) Liturgist
Gracious God, you made Christ to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become your righteousness. Transform all our gifts and resources this day, that they
may express your grace and will in our broken world, rendering us ambassadors in
your new world, rendering us tokens of exchange in your Kingdom; in Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.



Preparation _for Obedience in the World

*Hymn “O God, How We Have Wandered” Insert
(Sung to the tune, “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”)

O God, how we have wandered and hidden from your face;
In the foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace.
But how, in exile dwelling, we turn with fear and shame,
As distant but compelling, you call us each by name.

And now at length discerning the evil that we do,
By faith we are returning with hope and trust in you.
In haste you come to meet us, and home rejoicing bring,
In gladness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.

O God of all the living, both banished and restored,
Compassionate, forgiving, our peace and hope assured.
Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease.
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace.

*Responsive Call to Dedication
Liturgist: And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?”
People: Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”

*The Benediction

*Postlude “Never Further Than The Cross” Mansfield

*Those who are able please stand

WE WELCOME VISITORS who are attending our service of worship today. EVERYONE is requested to
sign the attendance pad found at the end of each pew. We request visitors also to note their addresses and
telephone numbers.

“Feed My Sheep”

The 2010 One Great Hour of Sharing theme is inspired by John 21:15-17 when Jesus asks Peter, “Do you
love me?” If you are familiar with this scripture, you may know that after Peter confesses to loving Jesus,
Jesus tells him, “Feed my sheep.” We too are called to care for all who are in need, just as God cares for
each of us.

PLEASE GIVE OUR ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING YOUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION AS WE
RECEIVE THIS SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING TODAY.

March Stewardship Message
Housecleaning

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away, see everything has
become new!” Romans 5:17

Lent has traditionally been a time for cleaning house; in fact the practice of “Spring Cleaning” may be related
to the religious practice of clearing the kitchen of fat on Mardi Gras, or Shrove Tuesday. Shrove Tuesday is
meant to be only the beginning of a time of taking stock in every part of our lives. In Lent we are called to
consider not only the excesses of our material existence that need to be purged, but also anything in our
spirits or minds that needs reassessment and clearing out.

Instead of understanding Lent as a grim and joyless period, we might remember Paul’s encouragement and
see Lent as a time of becoming new. As a person who has moved from one house to another often in her
life, | know that before you enter the new house, you need to clean out the old one, decide what is to be
kept and what is to be discarded, and discern what new items you might need to acquire for a new situation
in life.

This Lent, then, we are offered the cleansing opportunity of examining our lives on every level, both material
and spiritual. Where are the excesses we need to clear out? What do we need to reassess about priorities,
relationships, possessions and time management in order to be ready to live into a resurrection
discipleship? On Easter, when the risen Christ calls us to new life, what might be weighing us down and
keeping us from responding quickly, with joy, as stewards of the good news?

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of the Redeemer, United Church of Christ, New Haven
Connecticut.




Opportunities to Serve

e The LABYRINTH COMMITTEE needs individuals who will serve as HOSTS during the week of March
21-27, 2010. Taking two hour shifts, the duties of the host will be to greet and assist people as they
come to walk the Labyrinth. There will be a training session at 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 20%. If you
are interested in serving as a host, please call June Grubb (248-5668) or email jgrubb3@triad.rr.com.

LABYRINTH WALK signup sheets are located outside the church office. The labyrinth will
be open for walking during the following hours:

+»+ Sunday, March 21st Noon to 4 p.m.
% Monday, March 22 Mam.to2p.m. and 5p.m.to8p.m.

% Tuesday, March 23 Mam.to2p.m. and 5p.m.to8p.m.
+ Wednesday, March 24t 5p.m.to8p.m.
+¢ Thursday, March 25t 1Mam.to2pm. and 5p.m.to8p.m.

TOUCHING DAVIDSON COUNTY WITH LOVE signup sheets are in the
narthex this morning. This year the leaders are trying to organize better
by assigning set jobs to churches. The signup sheets are designed for a
certain number of painters, yard workers, etc. from each church. If you
have questions, please contact Edgar Miller at 336-899-0660 or
Touching DC etquarmiller@earthlink.net. (NF)TE: Monday thlrough Eriday the shee?s

. will be located on the table outside the church office.) Signup deadline is

With Love Easter Sunday, April 41,

o PINE NEEDLES will be spread around our educational and sanctuary buildings on zf_*l

Saturday, March 20t beginning at 8:30 a.m. It should not take long if several people
participate. Mark your calendar and plan to help beautify the church grounds.

TARD WORK
VOLUNTEERS
——

Women'’s Life Fellowship Bake Sale

Women'’s Life Fellowship’s bake sale began at 9:00 a.m. this morning. There are a variety
; Of baked goods to purchase. Items will be sold immediately following the worship service.
BAKE SAI E All monies raised will help the mission work of our circle. Thank you for your support!

Blowing Rock Church Retreat

FRIDAY, JUNE 4~ — SUNDAY, JUNE 6™

((,-'4"-'1"11 The second annual First Reformed UCC church retreat is not that far away! There are twenty
rooms reserved. Everyone who attended last year's retreat had a wonderful and relaxing

weekend; if you have any hesitations contact one of them. We had a wonderful time of

fellowship and connected with people we really didn’t know that well before the retreat.

Family Retreat

| strongly urge everyone to consider coming this year. If money is an issue holding you back, come see me,
we will make it happen!! Fees for the entire weekend are:

Lodging: $157.00 (2 people per room). Meals: ages 13 and up $45.00; 5-12 years $28.50; and 4 years and
younger free. A deposit of $85.00 per couple and $50.00 per individual is due by Sunday, March 28.
Checks can be made payable to First Reformed UCC with * R e t writtenart the memo line. Payment can
be placed in the offering plate, brought to the church office or given to Amy. If you have questions or need
more information, contact Amy McNeill (243-1420).

Easter Lily Order Form

| White Easter Lilies are an ancient symbol of the resurrection and our sanctuary will be adorned
with the beautiful cross of lilies on Easter Sunday morning. The cost of each plant is $9.00.
Ar Lilies can be picked up immediately following the worship service. To purchase a lily in honor or
memory of someone, fill in the appropriate spaces and place in the offering plate or call the
~ church office at 248-2617. DEADLINE TO ORDER IS MONDAY, MARCH 22, 2010.

In Loving Memory of By

In Honor of By
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