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There is a prayer that I share with a congregation with whom I have been in ministry and from whom I am preparing to 

depart, though perhaps not immediately.  My prayer has seen as many re-writes and revisions as there have been 

congregations to whom it is addressed.  Today, as we approach our celebration of Independence Day, which is impor-

tant to me as a U.S. citizen, I still prefer here to celebrate our Dependence Day, focusing upon our abject dependence 

upon and need for God in Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit, through Whom all our precious illusions dissipate 

and all abiding truths are apprehended.  WP 

Gracious God, One whom Jesus teaches us to call ñPapa,ò we affirm your movements among us as Creator and Redeemer and 

Holy Spirit.  Through your gracious Word, the vast reaches of the ultimately imponderable universe sprawl before us as invisible 

infinity; a wondrous order permeates all things great and small, and even your chaos is purposeful; the stars and planets and galax-

ies spin in their courses; the good potentials of living creatures unfold all about us and within us; the innumerable conditions neces-

sary for life are sustained in your mysteriously quiet, beautiful, yet almost anonymous harmony.  You are humble and subtle with 

us, even here.  But even as we affirm and praise you as our Creator, we are reminded that the good light of your universe suggests, 

intimates really, the existence of an inner light which never fades, a spiritual light which seeks to guide and conform every human 

life toward your Holiness.  We affirm you as our redeeming God, shedding abroad your Grace in the lives of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob and their wives and families; in the liberation and deliverance of your chosen people Israel; in the words and deeds of your 

prophets; in the person, work and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; and in the ministry of His Church as guided by 

your Holy Spirit.  

Eternal Papa, you Who are the source of life and of the love which makes that life meaningful, the Light of the world, we seek to 

worship you in spirit and in truth, filled to overflowing with gladness and gratitude that we may lay claim to your Acceptance of us 

through faith in Jesus Christ, the One Who became like us so that we might become like Him, the One Who has claimed us, as we 

are and as we shall become.  We urgently beseech you, Papa, and through the wisdom scriptures we are guided to say ñMamaò as 

well, to keep us courageous in our faith, that the siren song of self-interest may not seduce us away from obedience before you; 

that the worldôs wisdom of controlling and acquiring may not deflect us from loving servant-hood in the name of Christ Jesus.  We 

pray that the fruits of a vibrant faith may be ours:  that the experience of being loved unconditionally may lead to freedom from de-

bilitating anxiety and fear; that the security of your sacredly conferred worth upon us as the Beloved of Jesus, a worth we could 

never earn or achieve, may engender personal peace; that the joyous pleasure which attends your gracious Presence among and 

through us may empower and galvanize our wills for sacrificial causes in the face of terrifying powers; that the fusion of heart and 

mind through Grace may lead to that purity (not ñperfectionò) which wills one thing.  May we be bold to lay claim to these treasures 

of faith which would make us whole and complete, healing all our divisions through participation in the Realm of Love which has 

been prepared for us from the foundation of the world, the Realm to be entered, in this time and in the time to come, only in faithful 

repentance, faithful forgiveness, and faithful reconciliation.  Over and over and overé70 times 70 times 70é.over and overé 

Gracious God in Jesus Christ, we thank you for First Reformed United Church of Christ, as part of the Body of Jesus Christ in this 

time and place.  We thank you that with the passing months and years, with your Guidance, we have struggled toward a greater 

maturity of faith, learning as much or more through our mistakes as through our successes, even being unsure, at times, as to what 

ñfailureò and ñsuccessò is as you reckon it.  We are grateful for the opportunities we have had to learn what it means to sacrifice and 
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Youth Work Camp 
 

Workcamp is fast approaching!  Thank you to everyone who has put in hours of preparation to make 

this a success! Here is a brief overview of the weekôs events and some areas where we could 

continue to use your support! 

Sunday, July 11- Youth arrive at FRUCC at 5:00- Volunteers to help unload and greet them would 

be great! 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday- Crews arrive back at the church at 3:30 from their worksites. 

We could use help putting out snacks and drinks for their return snack! 

Friday, July 16th- 6:00- Dinner and concluding evening program. All residents and church members are invited! You will not 

want to miss this special evening where youôll witness how these youth have impacted our community! 

to suffer voluntarily for a good which is greater than ourselves; what it means to take up one anotherôs burdens in Christ; what it 

means to experience both your Presence and your Absence; what it means to be lifted up in joy and in sorrow, at birth and at 

death, at marriage and at separation, in arriving and in departing, in assuming a work for you and laying it down for you, and at 

every polarity of life.  We acknowledge, merciful and compassionate God, that in this, your Church, we are in the crucible where-

with you will to transform our lives:  where each heart may be strangely warmed; where intelligence and emotion may flow and 

fuse together in the miracle of new creation before and in you; where alienation is replaced with reconciliation; where despair is 

replaced with hope; where unresponsiveness to your Spirit is replaced with quickening faith; where hollowness and emptiness at 

the core of life is replaced with unconditional love; where dross is transformed into gold.  We thank you for this good place where 

we may nurture and be nurtured; this good place which is both the beginning point and the end-point of earthly ministry; this good 

place which affords us a community together unlike any other on earth; this good place where the Light of the world may be pro-

claimed and received, received and proclaimed.   

ñSurely,ò we may affirm with the Psalmist, ñéthe Lord is in this place!ò   With these affirmations, we are empowered to look to the 

future so that we may be witnesses to those who still walk in darkness, even when darkness may yet crouch within us; witnesses 

to a community which tends to value the powers of the intellect and achievement over the worth of personhood, even when we 

tend that way sometimes ourselves; witnesses to a world proud of its civilization and science but still fearful of its future without 

peace and without hope, as we sometimes fear.  May all our divided loyalties be laid under the authority of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

that we may transcend our own brokenness through His Transcendence of us, replacing as He does, our heartbeat with His, our 

breath with His, our voice with His, our vision with His, so at length we may all arrive at Home in Himðthe same Jesus Who 

taught us to pray together, saying, ñOur Father, Who art in Heavenéò     

Blessings & Shalom, Rev. Walt 
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Southern Conference Board of Directors Update 
The following is a report on the June 11th and 12th combined meetings of the Southern Conference Board and 

the Boards of Directors of the three Associations: 

Day one consisted of six small groups from the combined boards, meeting to discuss and discern a direction for the Conference 

in the coming months.  The groups then came together after dinner to consolidate the information from those discussions. 

Day two consisted of a large group discussion facilitated by Dr. Riess Potterveld, President of  Lancaster Theological Semi-

nary.  Following is the plan formed from those discussions:   

 

1. We voted to suspend the search for and hiring of an Interim Conference Minister.  Instead, we voted to retain 

the services of one or more consultants who would work with us in our discernment and decision making and in 

developing a plan for Conference and Association ministry structure, and that this plan be presented to the 

June 2011 Conference Annual Meeting.  We would not commit more than $40,000.00 to the cost of a consult-

ant or consultants. 

2. We voted to retain our current Conference and association secretarial support staff at their present level of 

compensation and to keep the association offices open until at least the June 2011 Conference Annual Gather-

ing. 

3. (This a combination of two motions.)  We voted to fund 3/4 time ACMs for WNC and EVA from July 1, 2010 until 

the June 2011 Conference Annual Gathering.  The basis for figuring compensation would be the base salary, 

plus benefits if and as needed, as adopted by the 2008 Annual Meeting. The Rev. Tom Hamilton was approved 

as the interim ACM for WNC, and the Rev. Drew Morris was approved as the interim ACM for EVA based on 

recommendations from the boards of WNC and EVA.  (You may recall that the full time ACM positions end as 

of June 30, 2010.) 

4. Vertie Powers will continue working full time as ENC ACM until Sept. 30, 2010. We voted to continue Vertie 

Powers as 3/4 time ACM for ENC from Oct.1, 2010 until the June 2011 Conference Annual Gathering.  She will 

also serve 1/4 time as Conference resource person as Rev. Emmett Floyd would complete his work with us on 

Sept. 30.  

5. We voted to hold the 2010 Conference Annual Gathering on Sept. 17th and 18th.  The location will be deter-

mined and announced ASAP.  I will be meeting with the committee that was planning the Annual Meeting so we 

can determine a location. 

 

Updated Footnote: 

Since the June 11th/12th board meeting there has been a new development.  Reverend Tom Hamilton suggested to Reverend 

Jamie Fonville, President of the Western North Carolina Association, that since the Interim Associate Conference Minister 

position would be 3/4 time, that Reverend Larry Walser might continue in that capacity as our ACM since it would lend 

needed continuity to this time of transition.  Larry agreed to do this, effective Thursday, July 1, 2010.  The WNCA 

Board voted on June 28th to accept this recommendation and the Executive Board of the Southern Conference, on behalf of 

the full Southern Conference Board, voted unanimously to accept it.       



Page 4 

 

By:  June Grubb, Consistory President 
 

The long, hot days of summer are upon us which tends to slow us down as we seek shelter from the searing rays of the 

sun and gravitate to the coolness of air conditioning, wherever we can find it!  May you and your family enjoy some well 

deserved leisure time in your favorite spot, be it the mountains or the coast or other favorite places.  It is a way of 

ñKeeping Sabbath,ò taking the time to rest and renew your soul.  This quote by Joan Chittister comes to mind, ñLeisure 

makes the human more human by engaging the heart and broadening the vision, deepening the insight and stretching 

the soul.ò   Maya Angelou reflects on leisure as ña spiritual retreat offering refreshment for body, mind, and spirit.ò  She 

writes, ñéeach person deserves a day away in which no problems are confronted, no solutions searched for.  Each of us 

needs to withdraw from the cares which will not withdraw from us.  We need hours of aimless wandering or spates of 

time sitting on park benches, observing the mysterious world of ants and the canopy of treetops. 

If we step away for a time, we are not, as many may think and some will accuse, being irresponsible, but rather we are 

preparing ourselves to more ably perform our duties and discharge our obligationsò    

So, enjoy your Sabbath moments wherever you may wander this summer.  And when you are in town, join your church family in 

worship as we observe the fourth commandment, ñRemember the Sabbath and keep it holy.ò  And it is very important that you 

continue to contribute your monetary offerings so that the financial obligations of our church will be met. 

Your consistory members will not meet during the month of July, but many of our Board and Committee members will be busy 

with a number of activities.  The Youth Work Camp (July 11-16) provides various avenues of support and service by inviting us to 

volunteer our time as teachers and helpers with the Childrenôs Bible School program (ñGalactic Blast!ò) and providing food and 

other supplies as requested.  Plan now to attend the Concluding Celebration Dinner on Friday evening, July 16th.  We wish our 

youth well with their work projects and offer our thanks to Chris and Amanda Fulton and the other adults who will provide 

leadership in this important ministry.       

And finally, it was a pleasure for me to represent our congregation at the Uptown Lexington, Inc. and Lexington Appearance 

Commission Annual Awards Presentations held on Thursday, June 24th at the Historic Southern Railway Freight Depot.  Our 

church received the 2010 Landscape and Maintenance Award, for the second time.  The very first award for this category was 

presented to our church several years ago.  Thank you to all the volunteers who continue to help maintain our grounds and 

provide a place of beauty within our city.   

C O N S I S T O R Y 
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The Consistory and Congregation of Hebron 

United Church of Christ 

Winston-Salem, NC  27107 

Cordially invite you to attend the  

Service of  

Ordination and Installation of  

David Lee Carter 

Sunday, July 25, 2010, at 3 p.m. 

Funds needed to meet  

Budget through June:        145,114 

 

General Funds Received:  112,780 

 

Budget Shortfall:                  32,334  
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Consistory HighlightsñJune 2010 

Search Committee Report:  Dawn Shaak, Pastoral Search Committee Chairperson gave an update of where the Search Committee is at 

this time.  For visual reference she shared a flow chart of information including the date the Search Committee was formed (February 

2008); when they first met (July 2009); and the date that our church profile was approved (October 27, 2009).  It was only after these 

events that the committee started receiving pastoral profiles.  To date they have read and reviewed 82 profiles; of that, five have been re-

tained.  They have heard 4 sermons, conducted 3 phone interviews, 1 Skype interview, and 1 interview in person.   

Financial Report:  Harriette Murphy reported the average weekly offering for the month of May was $3,366.   

Pastorõs Report:  Reverend Patten handed out his 6-week report from May 17, 2010 to June 27, 2010.  This report showed 135 phone 

calls, 14 hospital/rehab/Rest home visits, 71 office meetings and approximately 47 hours work per week.  Total number of people assisted 

by Pastorôs Discretionary Fund since 4/15/08 was 153 with a balance in the account of $2,223.  Reverend Patten requested vacation dates 

of July 18th and July 25th including the intervening week.  Reverend Patten reminded the consistory of the upcoming work camp to be con-

ducted in the community.  There are approximately 35 youth who are planning to attend.  They will be housed in our education building and 

served 3 meals a day.  Some of the youth will conduct a Bible school (ñGalactic Blast!ò) here at the church; others will go into the commu-

nity to do repair work to homes.  There will be a concluding dinner here in the fellowship hall on Friday, July 16th at 6 p.m. in the evening.  

The meal is for the congregation and work camp participants.  Mike Brown is preparing hot dogs and hamburgers.  Please plan to attend. 

Board of Christian Education:  Nancy Robbins, chairperson, was unable to attend the meeting, June Grubb read her report.  Thank you 

to Amy McNeill for the extraordinary job in planning and executing the Blowing Rock Church Retreat and Bible School experiences.   The 

Bible school service projects were great!  Thank you to Cathy Waitman for all of the Sunday school picnic organizing.  The picnic event was 

a success despite the move to the inside.  The Board of Christian Ed is working with Chris Fulton and Scott Mullins to coordinate the Youth 

work camp and Bible school (ñGalactic Blast!ò).  Rally Day activities are being planned for Sunday, September 12th.  Homecoming plans are 

being made for November 7th. 

Congregational Life:  Eddie Yates, chairperson, was unable to attend the meeting, June Grubb read his report.  Thanks to Lynn & Mike 

Brown and Lynn Klopp for the Sunday social, June 13th.  Thanks to all concerned for the planning of the Fatherôs Day service honoring and 

remembering our Dads.  Thank you to everyone who assisted with the new member (Janelle Bunn) welcoming lunch.  Upcoming Event: 

Concluding dinner for the congregation and work camp participants on Friday, July 16th. 

Finance: John Smith reported the Finance Committee will begin the budget process on Tuesday, August 3rd at 7 p.m. in the parlor. 

Property Committee:  Mike Brown, property chair, reported that the committee has met and voted to install a 12 foot gate allowing easier 

access to the playground for mulch delivery.  Mulch will be delivered to the playground at a price of $210 per 12 cubic yards.  The commit-

tee discussed replacing 5 sections of broken sidewalks.  Looking ahead, the property committee has requested that rent income from the 

Chamber of Commerce be split with one-half being put in the building fund and one-half held in reserve for heat pump replacement.  There 

are two heat pumps in the chamber building that are 14 and 15 years old.   

Board of Community Outreach:  Edgar Miller, Chairperson thanked James Gray for staying at the shelter in June.  Volunteers are lined 

up for August and September.  A volunteer is needed for July.  He is working on lining up a board meeting for mid July.  Community garden 

feasibility study to be conducted. 

Evangelism Board:  Janette Neal reported that the average attendance for the month of May was 127.   

New Business:  Edgar Miller asked if the church was doing anything for Reverend Larry Walser, WNC Associate Conference Minister 

upon his retirement, June 30, 2010.  It was suggested that we send a card acknowledging the assistance Reverend Walser has extended 

to our church.  The card will read: On behalf of the First Reformed United Church of Christ Consistory, we want to thank Reverend Larry 

Walser for his leadership of the Western North Carolina Association of the Southern Conference of the UCC and his long time support of 

the needs of the First Reformed UCC congregation.  There was discussion about including a monetary gift.  Sylvia Walser made a motion 

to give $500.  Edgar Miller seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  (Editorôs Note:  Please see elsewhere in this issue of First News 

Southern Conference Update footnote on motion taken by the SOC Board of Directors. WP) 

June stated that she had been approached by a consistory member suggesting that the regular meeting time be moved earlier.  After dis-

cussion, Tom Danze made a motion to change the meeting time to 6:00 p.m., Sylvia Walser seconded the motion and all approved. 

The consistoryôs next meeting will be Sunday, August 8, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.  
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It has been our pleasure to read interesting, unusual, and at times entertaining profiles.  Out of the 82 

profiles we have received, from both men and women, we have retained 5.  All are well qualified. 

Our focus now is to check all references.  Each profile provides us with written references, personal con-

tact references, and we also use other references that we find on our own. 

We are doing phone interviews, visiting, listening to sermons, and we have used Skype.  Skype is using computers to both see 

and talk to each other.  Mark Smith set it up for us and it worked well. 

We have not made nor are we ready to make a call.  There are lights at the end of this tunnel.  We want the one that shines the 

brightest for our church family and community.  Our energy runs on your supportive prayers and input.  Thank you! 

 

Search Committee Members:  

 Dawn Shaak, Chairperson Mark Smith, Vice Chairperson Clifford Lopp, Recording Secretary 

 Eulene Shepherd, Chaplain Vicky Gray Walter Hoffman 

 Sauni Johnson Birke McNeill Tony Peele  

Search Committee Update 

Biographical Sketch of Janelle Smith Bunn  

{Letter of Transfer from St. Johnôs New Mission UCC, Burlington, Sunday, June 27, 2010} 

I was born in Lexington, North Carolina and am the oldest child of Gerald and Mildred Smith. 

My parents owned Smithôs Food Center located at 236 East Center Street across from Cecil 

School. I went to Cecil School through grade 7. I graduated from Lexington Senior High School 

in 1957 and went to Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem ï graduating in 1961.   

At Wake Forest, I met my husband J. Howard Bunn, Jr. and we married in 1960 at First Baptist 

Church where I grew up. We moved to Charlotte, NC in 1963 when he finished law school and I 

taught school at Eastway Junior High until 1969.  

In 1970, we moved to Raleigh, NC when Howard was Co-Chairman of Bob Scottôs campaign for 

Governor. In 1977, we moved to Alexandria, VA when Howard was appointed to head up a Task Force to Study Workmanôs 

Compensation Laws in all 50 states. This experience led to a new job in 1978 near Chicago where he became a Vice-President 

for the National Association of Independent Insurers. We became members of Union Church United Church of Christ in Hinsdale, 

Illinois and enjoyed that church community for 12 years.  

I returned to North Carolina in 1992, where I served as Guest Services Director at the Blowing Rock Assembly Grounds until 

2001. Howard died in 2002. We have three children: J. Howard Bunn III, who resides in Miami, Florida. He has 4 children; Laura 

Bunn Olson of Austin, Texas. She has 4 children; Brian M. Bunn of Darien, Illinois. He has two little girls, Payton, 2 and Brooklyn, 

3 months. I served as Executive Assistant to the Southern Conference Minister in Burlington until my retirement in 2009. I have 

continued to work part-time for the conference and am enjoying my return to the Lexington community. 

I have a sister, Sandra Smith Scott, living in Burlington, NC and a brother, Gerald Smith who lives in Lexington. He is a professor 

of biology at High Point University. I look forward to my relationship with the members of First Reformed UCC and appreciate 

being welcomed into this community.  
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A Celebration of The Reverend Dr. D. Lee Jessup 
By:  Nancy Hunter Robbins 

 

  

July 4, 1976 was a special day for First Reformed UCC in Charlotte (now Holy Covenant UCC).  Our new minister, fresh out of 

seminary, came to conduct his first service that day.  He and his wife and young two-month-old son moved into the little brick 

parsonage next to the church on Anderson Street. 

We wondered how this young man would do as a minister.  He seemed a bit nervous and the excitement of the day was 

heightened by the baptism of a beautiful baby girl.  Scottie Klemmer was dressed in a long, white baptismal gown trimmed with 

red, white and blue ribbon streamers.  Later, we learned there was a concern about dropping the little one, but everything went 

off without a hitch. 

By Labor Day, much of the nervousness had disappeared and the new minister came out that Sunday wearing a hard hat and 

carrying a lunch box.  Thus began the career of D. Lee Jessup.  He was on his way to becoming an excellent preacher, com-

munity leader and much more. 

Lee has been a part of my life since that Independence Day 34 years ago.  He involved the young people in so many and pro-

ductive activities at that little church.  They went to Americus, Georgia and refurbished houses.  This was the beginning of their 

involvement with Habitat for Humanity.  Johnôs River Valley Camp benefited from the youth group as he directed the building of 

the A-frame outpost at the camp.  A large group traveled to New York, staying in churches along the way.  He was responsible 

for so many more such excursions. 

One memorable event happened one Memorial Day Sunday when Leeôs Dad couldnôt come to the World 600.  He took my son 

to his first NASCAR race.  Iôm not sure that was a good thingðCraig saw Dale Earnhardt race. 

Leeôs family became a part of my family when they were invited to Lexington to make apple cider on Labor Day Mondays for 

several years.  We enjoyed hamburgers, croquet, dirt bike rides and my brother, Max.  This was their first taste of Lexington 

and that has been a very good thing. 

I am thankful every day for our friendship and the events we have shared over the yearsðsome happy and some tragically 

sad.  I am sharing these thoughts to honor Lee on his 34th anniversary in the ministry.                    
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United Friendship Club 
President, June Grubb 

For its June meeting, more than 20 members of the United Friendship Club braved the searing heat and attended their an-

nual summer picnic at the home of June Grubb.   Sitting under the sprawling branches of an old pecan tree with a gentle 

breeze keeping us somewhat cool made the time together enjoyable.  Great food and good conversation made for a pleas-

ant afternoon.  Devotions were presented by Lib Sink. 

The group will not meet in July.  The August meeting will be the Annual Ice Cream Social on Wednesday, August 25th at 

6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  This event is open to the congregation.  You are invited to bring a freezer of your favorite 

ice cream or a favorite desserté..and a good time will be had by all. 

 

Morning Glory Circle 
Mary Berrier 

 

The Morning Glory Circle met June 2nd with ten members attending.  Lib Sink opened the meeting with a prayer from ñGood 

Morning, God.ò 

Minutes and treasury reports were given and approved.  An enjoyable program was given by Nancy Robbins, ñtoo much stuff,ò 

including a humorous reading advising fifty things to eliminate from our lives. 

There will not be a meeting in July, but when August meeting is held, we hope to see new faces in our midst.  All ladies of the 

church are welcome. 

 

Womenõs Life Fellowship 
Sauni Johnson, President 

 

Womenôs Life Fellowship is not meeting in the months of June and July; however, we are still doing projects.  Thank you to 

Janette Neal, Anne Bevan and Lynn Brown for serving at the Grace Episcopal Arts Discovery Camp Monday, June 28th.  Our 

group provides items for breakfast, snack and lunch.  This is our fourth year and it is always a pleasure to see the children.  

We also will provide desserts for the Youth Work Camp evening meals on Sunday and Thursday, July 11 and 15.   

Our next meeting will be our annual picnic at the home of Carolyn Spivey on Tuesday, August 17 at 6:30 p.m.  Bring a cov-

ered dish and joins us for good food, fun and fellowship. 
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Annual Church Picnic 
 

 

 Just because the weather was hot and humid and thunderstorms were threatening didnôt mean the annual church picnic couldnôt 

go on!  Everyone came to the fellowship hall and enjoyed hamburgers and hot dogs (prepared by our great chefs) and fun and 

games organized by our Board of Christian Education.  Itôs always a great time when our ñfamilyò comes together for intergenera-

tional fun!   

 

  

Always a table full of food! 


