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First, l etdos file these ent)fi esmphdeedtbreaehebdbong of
submitted to Consistory on February 7 our suhgesfesi to our key constitutive FRUCC documents (i.e.lther®ythe
Operating ManuaBn update that has been long overdue. Since most of the significant editing occuaed withesus@&yt

to our Consistory members on Monday, February &nogessed copy of these proposed changes which were embedded
the original texts, removing any ambiguity and possible confusion over what was being recommended. | wish to tha
members who provided me with their comprehensive sets of notes which, along with my own notes, | used atid comp:s
Amaster o edited c op)Eulene Shepheavhd, asrsomp af iydu ikrow, has made meticulbusly aca
notetaking an art form, if not an obsession! Consistory members have been reading and studying these propbsed ct
and should be ready to discuss them during our March meeting on Sunday, March 7, making their choices assto whe
with this process, though no radical changes are contemplated. Once this work is done, we will publisreadstidistribute
Laws and Operating Manual for your final, c onglireviged t i
product by which we observe the polity and order of the church.

2) TheBoard of Evangelismet both on Tuesday, February 9 and on Tuesday, February 23. ViitvéhBakertpJanette
Neal and the Rev. June Grubba gr eat deal of progirmagi mnisndhei aogr mAdar
ing us more in line with&nhtury thinking even while appreciating the significant ministries of evangelism that have tral
over the years. We are not ready, just yet, to place these working documents before the Consistory or yaurehiewongre
and assessment; but they do express promising guidelines for the future, particularly as vwiiepHent Mpostigion,
which involves intentional, trained layvirageof persons who are suffering or restricted in some way. On thésdapressnt,
our deep appreciatio€ymdi Burnsa ¥ year candidate for UCC ministry through our visionary Pastoral Leadership Dev
(PLD) program and a-fiane Acting Pastor at New Friendship UCC. | met and had lunch with Cyndi last year, where w
enthusiasm for the possibilities of Stephen Miswismker y
of Stephen Ministry formation within the local congregation, a subject upon which she is an expert. Aisesjtiveasither
that you continue to hold thisformatioerodoahdrepiniyaal

3) You may remember that last year, | asked that our TT and the Consistory meet jointly to review an impreseive vid
Alban Institute which explains the rationale for the créafiam sftao r a | Rel at abre €ommi t tne s

Pari sh Rel ati onBarCioanmi Rd leatoi mnms aCdinsmiatftfee o f or dihdnf i
and our subsequent discussions evidenced that fact. Just recenfigrhrBbeinzdéthJune Grubb, Eulene Shepherd, and Bil
Walsetrto view that tape again and then to draft a working, provisional description of how we might wish to forreelize st
here. This task we have done as June and | and others have been emailing suggestions and updates backlara forth |
ratively. Again, this is a work in progr es poed butlthink i
that it | ooks promising and | thank the PRC Aoerraoii z

this description, we will pass it on to you, the congregation, for your intentional assessment.

4) It has been my pleasure recently to learn mareGabauti zens of e a@hamngeani zati on 't he
ple together around var i ouRev.daniedensilSecrtetare a ouc RavidmsythoUCE h e
Ministerial Association. We heard many encouraging things about this group duRtiC@MAateseiing, as well as from

GLAMA meetings. The Citizens for Change Sponsoring
nity organizing success, the Industrial Area Foundation (IAF) has agreed to help citizens of Davidson Cougtgskaunch
sessment and response effort to identify and aghgthies s

opportunity more intentionally, starting by atténdizmgiad s on  Co u ntoy whClcehr gcyo n@Gad nmauwes t
discernment process, an interracial and ecumenical, nonpartisan group whichihfieetsday thieedch month. By the time
you read this, | will have attended this luncheon from 12:00 noon keldnafryp 2B, at Grace Episcopal Chuaicing with
other GLAMA colleagues and area clergy. | will share my insights, hopes and reservations with you as theydimature
your own views about the possibilities of such a Clergy Caucus in our area.
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5) OurtimewithL i vi ng t mae byQuaydao® guicklyfas iy tastes! | remain so grateful for the almost 40 of you
tended one or more of our sessions, with an average of about 24 persons attending each Thursday nigkalynnmir parlo
possible for me to convey here the seeking, searching qualities of the DVD presentations, our written matexials and
conversations, which in some cases with me peeraeadyal |

to |l eave or were finishedéwe just quit with a gqusigemi s
ni ficantly as we went, though each session Waaregbiagsi ¢
to take a small break from this series for the month of March and then resume with our third series of seven sessions
tled o0Call to Covenant, 6 beginning at 7:15 p.m. Thur
presently scheduled time for our communmitle TDCWL Prayer Service), and then concluding with the four Thursday ev
nings in May (May 6, 13, 20, 2@l publish these themes as we get closeupotistert | do hope to see some of you who
have been Al aying back in the weedso thus far, weeds

Now, we consider a brief overview of several of our March odpMtatitigs: entertite season of Lemaind we invite the
season of Lent to enter us! | thank each one of you who alEmiléddnesday servibere on February 17. That is a som-
ber, reflective service, to be sure, with extraordinarily powerful symbolism, not only of the ashes theitisalcesfést of ou
sions, the burning of those confessions publicly and the inhaling of the smoke publicly, all a symbolicnclyeleesidipth des
of Godds transformations even of our dar kness!IGLAMA* P
sponsored Lenten services for each Wednesday in Mdftht UMOpaying particular attentiout@JCC sponsored ser-

vice at noon on March 10 at First UME Do devote your deep fooosrtareek of Labyrinth opportunities on Sunday,
March 21 throughhursday, March255ee Rev. June Gr ubbds iCthinissuesdloag with tier e
material about the Labyrinth which she has pulled together for us. Do read that material thoughtfully aS talgoprepar
prayero which so richly conveys the Labythesighupsheetsper i
schedule your waknd see if you cdanate some of the specified items or your time as a hofgrents and grandpar-
ents, prepare to bring your little onesatmoar Eastdegg Hunt on our grounds, starting at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 27
Webve decided to take a break from the East ertowBrshipny
with us oRalm Sunday hi s year, though remember that we shorten
steps for briefcommunity Palm Sunday observancbave been asked by GLAMA to deliver ariefeemessage for the
community on this occasion, and | wil|l S0 CcompheAn- my
nual UCC Palm Sunday service wild/l be held this year
Floyd, our Interim Associd@®nference Minister, preaching, with a reception afterwsmels choirs can meet at 5:00 p.m. to
practice the evening anthem, remembering to bring a light sandwich supper. * Pleabauedgbarsoiay evening
service on April 1 and our Easter service on Sunday, April 4.

2) TheRev. Jim Simonds, Pastor of Zion UCC in Thomasailéel me last week after consulting our spiffy new website
becoming intrigued with what he saw there. He was full of questi@mnahanitpifouth Group (CM®@)y it formed, who
was involved, how many are attending, etc. He also wanted to kriow. about onrg  t h e , QuoeRsotaidosn st o
Sunday School Arotational 6 progr am, and about wedider a
indeed have a good time! One upshot of our conversation was that hebbeliegadthes to six of their Junior/Senior
High young people would like to attend our CYG meetings, held here generally on every other Sunday nigbg-for now
lieve that Zion UCC will support our CYG fully, with meal rotations, with leadership, with resources ancowitlexa great
that would work very nicely as the weather ilipnovas. also interested in their participationidltihe Workcamp that
Chris and Amanda Fulton and others are organsonis marks another step forward for our CYG ministry. (Please cc
the Fultonds arti c FistNewsd uwth gouwi tY G liam st Hfiosr ias snueew Ooifi r
who are expressing interest in this ministry and for plans for the youth to experience the Labyrinth on Mangh 21.) C
ward!

3Pl ease take a car ef ul Vdices&k/ocatibns ThatiChahgh € s Wbiatdndl @ Bt ai thel e
oOVocati on frecmBRB®a.neto ¢:00tp.m. Sathtdagh 20, at Trinity Reformed UCC in Conoven, N.C. | be
for some of you to go with me if you will. Blessings and Shalom, Rev. Walt



Consistory HighlighisFebruary 2010

Church Financial ReportHarriette Murphy reported the average weekly offering for the month of January w
Consistory for a four week period. Because of weather conditions worship was cancelled r@suléngany rgi

offering for the fifth Sunday. General Fund available balance is $365; Building Fund is $32,10

Fund is $7,070. Also as a very important side note, $3,141 was collected for the Haiti Earthquake

Past or 0ReveReadiPattert handed outvieeMd report from January 11, 2010 to February 7, 2010.

+ This report showed 4 weeks, with 120 phone calls, 6 hospital/rehab/Rest home visits, 65 office meetings and &
hours work per week.

¢« Tot al number of people assisted by Pastorods Discret
Tot al number of people who approached us for assi
Tot al number of pastor al hours devoted to intervi

+ Mike Brown and others were thanked for the Workcamp Plans for 2010 in Lexington. Chris and Amanda Fulton
helping shape the event, as well.

Board of Christian Educatiobid not meet due to weather.

Congregational LifeReport was presented by Chairperson, Eddie Yates.
+ Anniversary Service on January 17, 2010 was enjoyed by everyone. Thanks to everyone who helped with the ser
¢ Thanks to all who helped with lunch today. Altesdlo s

Finance Committee Repdreport was presented b air, John Smith.

+ John Barber will be assisting Paula Lopp with counting the Sunday offering on Monday of each week.

+ Walter Hoffman has agreed to be on the Finance Committee.

+ Posters and inserts will be used in support of Stewardship Education.

+ Ideas from Cheryl and Sylvia Walser are being considered in terms of raising money for the General Fund.
Property Committee:

+ Mike Brown, Property Chairperson reported that current insurance is sufficient for the Youth Workcamp.

¢ Approval was given for use of the churchodos facilit
Board of Worship and Sacramext Repart

Board of Community OutreadReport was presented by Chairperson Edgar Miller

¢ Touching Davidson County with Love is May 1, 2010. There is a need for project managers. Names are tk. be tul
A special offering will be taken up February 2T h20éQvill be volunteer signup sheets in March for the specific proje
church will be taking part in.

¢ The quarterly meeting will be held in March. Members including Chair: Edgar Miller, Birke McNeill, Lynn&lopp,
Doug Sink, Walter Hoffman, Chris Fulton, and Aurelia Smith. The committee is still looking for institutional represel

Evangelism Board:
+ January 2010 report is reflecting a time period of four Sundays, and was presented by Janette Neal. The fifth ¢

celed due to snow. The average attendance was 118 with total membership remaining at 325 members.

New Business:

¢+ The Search Committee has asked the Consistory to form a Pastoral Relations Organizational Committee. Guic
written and set in place, as to how it will function, as well as training. Tom Danze volunteered, andriatitédaser wil
June Grubb. (Editords not e: Eul ene Shepherd ad so
Reverend Patten.

The Consistoryds next meeting wild]l be Sunday, Mar c h
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C O N S | S T O R M: June Grubb, 2010 Consistory President

O Thank you! Thank you! To all who attended the Congregational Annual meetittg ®hd-sionpéeys@up meal hit
the spot on a cold winter day, thanks to the memb
Commi tteebs gave lively and informative reports w

R was good among us. Thanks be to God! We were also challenged to pay particular attention to our stewards
year. The Consistory, with the help of the Finance Committee, will begin looking at our needs and ways to ac

N the near future. More emphasis on Stewardship Education will provide information and challenges for us as a c
istep up to the platedo so that our programs and o

E Last month | began to share more of the comments | made at the Anniversary Worship Service, calling for L
intentional in our commitments to the church. Worship was the focus last month. This month | wish t@ialk abot
R Education program.

We have a wonderful program for our children with great leadership eager to share the faith with our childre

children are not here, our teachers are sitting in empty classrooms. This is both discouraging to the teache
members of the Board of Christian Education, who take their commitments seriously. PARENTS, | INVITE YOU
INTENTIONAL IN BRINGING YOUR CHILDREN ON SUNDAY MORNINGS!

John Westerhoff in his bvok,| ues for TwmoteoWw&sucCbhl| &dawc atheiWpmHivimge e d
experiences persons have in the faith comamaritge wordshow we talk about (in defining and interpreting) thos
experiences. Church education cannot afford fisestrueo a
for all ages<children, youth and adults. We have a program for ouRchddrém,Goevhich offers our children this
opportunity of study and reflection. Thank you to all our teachers and learners.

We have the beginnings of an active youth ministry. With our dedicated leaders, may it continue to growremicdeveloy
presence for the youth in our congregation and in the community. The Consistory has approved the uss @fxmrkfacilitie
camp group this summer. More about this opportunity for our youth at a later date.

I will close this reflection by sharing the Christian Education report given by Nancy Robbins at the Congtegational Ann

The Board of Christian Education Alphabet:

A is for Amy our leader extraordinaire; B is for BunAye Easter omortrayed with great flair.
Cis for Creation on Se Dt ieforldaingdGesbegha hewyayDay .

E is for egg hunt with plenty of fun; F is for our Flag Day picnic, a very good one.

G is for God to whom the Road leads. H is for hot dogs and hamburgers on which we did feed.
I is for innovations when changes take place. J is for Jesus, animals celebrated his birth;

K is for kickball, kickoffs and plenty of mirth. L is for love we share with each other;

M is for money we give, our mission to further.

N is for the fANot So Silent Ni ght o; owl s, sheep a
O s for first Sunday openings...please be here; P s for participating with resources and prayer.

Q s for questions, seeking answers there. R is for rotation in the program Roads to God.

S s for Sylvia: the chili enibkjueen. T is for teachers who give time and care.

U is for the unique visitor from the North Pole. Vis for variety in each ot
W is for workshop and wreaths for Advent. X eXcitement as learning goes on upstairs to basement.
Y is for you...we need you each week. Z is for zeal for goals we will seek.
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About the Labyrinth

The week of March2Bt our Fellowship Hall will be a place where we will be inviteg
some time in individual prayer and reflection as a spiritual discipline during this sea
floor will be laid out in the form of a Labyrinth which people will walk.

Walking the labyrinth is a kind of body prayer that quiets the chattering of the mind .
can be more receptive.

The earliest labyrinths areCprestian, but during the Middle Ages these ancient patterns were inlaid in flog

rs of ce

throughout Europe. The cathedral itself was an image of the new Jerusalem, with the light streaming thsjugh the

wi ndows recalling the jeweled walls and gates ol
instead go to one of these pilgrimage sites.

t h

The Labyrinth has only one path, and there are no tricks to it and no dead ends. The path winds around :l[]d dout

self, becoming a mirror for where we are in our lives: it touches our sorrows and releases our joys. T
way out are the same: only the pilgrim has changed in the process.

One way to understand the labyrinth is of an image oFthld Wystical PatRurgation, lllumination, and Union.

Purgatiorhe first stage, is the journey into the center. As we begin the journey we try to let gopifypinuaisgei
and judgmentalism, those things that distract and cut us off from God,

llluminatigrihe second stage, occurs when we reach the center, a Holy Space. There, empty and cleansed,
heart and an open mind to receive whatever the Spirit has for us. It may be a sudden insight or, simpbgefdié
ness.

Unionthe third stage, is the journey outward, following the same path by which we entered. Now, we integ
and move out into the world with renewed energy and strength to do the work to which we have been callg
the planet, and others.

The Labyrinth in our Fellowship Hall will be open for walking during the following hours:

Sunday, March 21 12 Noofi 4:00 p.m. 6 p.m. Community Youth Group Only
Monday, March 22 11 a.nfi 2 p.m. 5 p.mfii 8 p.m.
Tuesday, March 23 11 a.nfi 2 p.m. 5 p.mfii 8 p.m.

Wednesday, March 24 1 p.m. Friendship Club Only 5p.mi 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 25 11 a.mi 2 p.m. 5p.mi 8 p.m.

hway il

Self

ve wait
eling of

rate ou
d. We

There will be sign up sheets on a bulletin board in the Christian Education Building for those who wish\dthiglk the [

the hours designated people may start the walk of the labyrinth every 10 minutes.

HOSTSre needed to assist those who will walk the labyrinth. If you can serve as a host for one or more h
days, please call June Grubb5gE®). Those who volunteer as host will meet on Saturday, March 20 to be t
the opportunity to walk the labyrinth.

The Labyrinth Committee needs several items for the prayer stations. If you have any of the items listeabib
row, please let a committee member know. Items needed: 12 portable CD players, several low tables, a ¢
throw cushions, one or two TV sets and a DVD player.

Labyrinth Committee includes: Chris and Amanda Fulton, Lib Sink, Marguerite Leonard, June Grubb and R4

purs on
ained &

Blow th:
hmpass

bverend
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As the Search Committee reviewed the nSearch and Cal

FIVE COMMITMENTS FOR SEARCH COMMITTEES
A Faith Commitment . The task of the Search Committee is very simple and very complex. Ini "%, .. iS
spiritual. Search Committee members make a faith commitment to deesitayers faidydirected pei L
ple of God willing to listen to God in the process of seeking a new pastor. Search Committee 1 ﬁORALige in
a 4Way Covend@na Covenant with their prospective pastor, the congregation, the Conference estarsH S0MUITIEEN,
and the Holy Spirit.

A Time Commitment. Search Committee members make a time commitment. By the time the search process is com
first organizational meeting to the calling of a new pastor) the committee may have been working togetbahsooras little
as long as 18! months. Initially most Search Committees meet weekly. Once committees begin considering pastora
scheduling interviews, the frequency of meetings increases. At times the Search Committee must travel téolsear pros
preach. All in all, it is a significant time commitment.

A Commitment to Confidentiality. Search Committee members make a commitment to confidentiality. Members mus
about the content of their work. That is to say, the sharing of names of individuals under consideratioof r@cssgous bre
Even to speak in generalities about location or experience or gender can risk folk guessing who the comitittee is c
congregation must be kept informed at every step of the process. Sharing where the Search Committee isdn the pre
However, until a final candidate is presented, all conversation about any candidates is closely guarded.

A Commitment to Openness Search Committees make a commitment to genuine consideration of all candidates. Th
ment involves understanding that the gifts, skills, and experience of candidates are primary in deterrsémiagttbeir abil
congregation.

A Commitment to Consensus. Finally, Search Committee members make a commitment to consensus. Members nee
one mind in recommending their prospective pastor to the congregation. Any unreadiness on the part of anit membe
Committee can and often does spell disaster down the road. Everyone must be able, with a clear and poitiae conscit
and endorse the individual presented before the congregation.

At our Februanftieeting we continued to discuss profiles. We have now received, read, and evaluated 50 profiles si
27, 2009. Not all the profiles are still being considered. Proper notification has been made to each aasdifihie @s to the
her profile.

Search Committee Members:

Dawn ShaalChairperson Mark Smithyice Chairperson  Clifford LoppRecording Secretary
Eulene Shepher@haplain Vicky Gray Walter Hoffman
Sauni Johnson Birke McNeill Tony Peele

Mends Br ot her hood
Clifford Lopp

The Men's Brotherhood met on Thursday, Febinahe F:llowship Hallwentypne persons were present and
enjoyed a BBQ Chicken dinner prepared by Mike Brown, John Barber, John Potts, and J.W. Bates.

fﬁ‘ Frank Leonard and Frank Westmoreland had a presentation on the history of Vamtigald@ayvas the
[EHENE guest speaker for the night.

All men of the church are invited to attend our next méetiadagn March %é&t 6 p.min the fellowship hall. Our guest
speaker will be Gene Ingram, Coordinator and Special Events Chairman at Crisis Ministry of Davidson County.



Womenos Lifeg,Fellow

--§ Women's Lifeellowshipnet Tuesday Februatydlt6/:00 p.m. in the parfdrank you to Heidi Hutcheson for
= |eading us in devotions and Anne &ava&athy Waitman for delicious refreshifileatguest speaker for
”"E, the evening was Caron Myers of CarolinaSgamicess (formerly Davidson County Cancer Services) w

1x;r;rwfﬁ spoke to our group about the work of this agency. They assist those dealing with cancer in finding tr
emall SP group gency y g g
Griups 0 and from chemo treatments, wigs, prostheses and many other things that aid the families affected

ease. Continuing our comnuwtigach focus, our organization donated $500 toward their efforts.

sandwich meal will assist with our ongoing mission projects. We have several more fund
this yearOur next project iBake Salglanned foBunday, March ®deginning at 9:00 a.m. C /4
early and have one of Mary Jobs famous == =
There will be a variety of baked goods to purchase. Items will be sold before Sunday scr BAKE SALE -
day school and worship, and immediately following the worship service. All monies raised will help the mis-
sion work of our circle. As alway$ank Yodor all your support of Women's Life Fellowship fundraising efforts.

Our next meeting wilMmday, Marchh&hen we serve the evening meal at the Homeless Shelter. We will come bac
parl or for our meeting. Kidsd Club W LL NOT mlareét o

Tuesday of the month. New Members are always WelcoméThank you and God BIE&UNi JohnS@resident

/ United Friendship Club \

President, June Grubb

The members of the United Friendship Club attended the Community Lenten Service at First United Methpdist ClI
meeting in February.

The March meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, March 24 at 12:00 noon. Fdiisiwing our cc
luncheon the devotions and program will be given by June Grubb. The history and significance of Walking the Lz
be shared with those present. After the program, members of the Friendship Club will have an opportunity to wal
rinth. We invite members of the congregation to join us for this informative and spiritual walk during this season ¢

\The food and decorating committee for the March meeting are Mary Berrier, Gladys Snider and LibSin/k

Morning Glory Circle

Secretary, Mary Berrier

The Morning Glory Circle met January 6 with ten memb
For Todayo followed by a reading of nADear Abbyo.

Concerns of the simgt were discussed as Lib gave an update on all of them. Special prayers were requested for Pegg
she was not feeling well.

Final plans were made for feeding at the local shelter on January 11.

All ladies of the church are welcome to attend this circle which meets each month on the first Wednesdgairl1:00 a.i
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March 14, 2010

March 27, 2010

March 28, 2010

April 1, 2010

April 4, 2010

@¥lySpecial Easter
Y Music

i (Y

Lenten Season Events

9 a. m. Wo me n 6 s KFunidsraisedetd Help smgportilgoal rBissikne} S al e

1l1am.Wor ship Service and Receive 00nef at Ho
OME

One Great Hour of Sharing offers an opportunity for each of us to share with |*sssi&s* need
around the world...giving them much more than a handout. When we share ou 2s, we
help to ensure that children suffering from disease not only receive treatment )y the
benefits of a community made safer with proper sanitation and clean sources . We
partner with a family living in hunger, offering them not just food, but the tools ?][;H,JE ing to

build a sustainable source of income for themselves...improving their world and

March 2i 25, 2010 Labyrinth Spiritual Walkellowship HaBee First News page 5

10:30 a@hildren, ages toddler throbgreBle are invited to the Easte %@ i
Hunt. Activities will begin at 10:30 a.m. and include games, snacks = =
of course an egg hunt. Church members plan to come and invite glEﬂ"-v’tEf' EﬁﬂH!-M

11 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship Service

All churches in Lexington are invited to participate in a Community Palm Sunday Celebration. Son
outside the immediate downtown area will meet at First Reformed UCC. The procession from the
begin at 11:45 a.m. and end at the Old Courthouse where a brief service will be held that will consi:
Sunday litany, hymn, and brief homily presented by Reverend Patten. NOTE: Palm branches will
for our worshipers to wave during the procession. Please plan to participate in this inspirational serv

United Church of Christ congregations of the Davidson/Forsyth District will gather at 7 p.m. Palm
Hedricks Grove United Church of Christ. Confirmands from all churches will be recognized in the s
speaker for the evening is Reverend Emmett Floyd, Transitional Southern Conference Interim Minis
choir will meet at 5 p.m. to rehearse special music. There will be a reception following the evenings

7 p.m. Maundy Thursday

This service of communi on wi |l |

11 a.m. Easter Sunday
9:45 a.m. Joint Adult Sunday School
10:20 a.m. Sunday School Social

11:00 a.m. Easter Worship Service (the choir will share a special anthem)
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Blowing Rock Church Retreat
FRIDAY JUNE4™ & SUNDAY JUNEG™
Thesecond annuirst Reformed UCC church retreat is not that far away! There are twenty rooms reserved that we

and hope that weoll need to call for more. EvWe y on
were all ready to sign up again and spread theaword
hesitations, here is a | ist of |l ast yearb6s attendee:

Amy, Birke, Kaitlyn & Lucy McNeill Nina, Ted, Griff and Claire Smith Raeann and Holt Biesecker

Sylvia and John Walser Carolyn and Carroll Spivey Sarah and Abigail Johnson

Nancy Robbins Eddie and Belinda Yates Ron and Heidi Hutcheson

Doug and Barbara Sink Mike Price and Brian McKerlie  Eulene and Banks Shepherd

Reverend Walt and Elyse Patten June Grubb Harriette and Clifton Murphy

Mary Berrier Lib Sink Gladys Snider

Susan and Calvin Odom Peggy Bates
We had a wonderful time of fellowship and connéeted

weekend with an outdoor sermon lead by Pastor Walt and truly felt at peace and a closer connection with one anoth

| strongly urge everyone to consider coming this year. If money is an issue holding you back, come seeape, we wi
pen!! Fees for the entire weekend are:

Lodging: $157.00 (2 people in room) ‘rfﬂﬁ“\j
Meals for ages 13 and up: $45.00

512 years: $28.50

4 years and younger: Free Family Retreat

Meals provided for the weekend incluimner: Friday and Saturday; Breakfast: Saturday and Sunday; and Lunch: Satt

A deposit of $85.00 per couple and $50.00 per individual is due by SundaytMafZhe28s can be made payable to
First Reformed UCC @itR e t writtea eandhe memo line. Payment can be placed in the offering plate, brought to the
office or given to Amy. If you have questions or need more information, contact Amy McNeill.

Easter Lily Order Form

White Easter Lilies are an ancient symbol of the resurrection and our sanctuary willF.
the beautiful cross of lilies on Easter Sunday mornihg, Thgritdst of each plant is $|
Lilies can be picked up immediately following the worship service. To purchase
memory of someone, fill in the appropriate spaces and place in the offering plate
office at 248617.DEADLINE TO ORDER IS MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2010.

In Loving Memory of By

In Honor of By
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Christian Education

Cathy Waitman, Interim Director of Christian Education

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

e To al l of the children who came to
Moment on Feb. 28

¢ To all the parents who brought your child(ren) to Sunday school this month and especially to the skit practices

¢ To all the nursery volunteers for Sunday school and church

+ To all of the people who agreed to teach two Sundays in the Roads to God rotation to free up some of the othel
day school teachers

¢ To all Sunday school teadhengdren and adult

¢ To all of those who contributed to the childrenods
¢ To all the volunteers for Chil drendéds Church
¢ To Lisa Nelson, James & Alice Gray for their work

¢ To all those who have helped organize the Community Youth Group

+ To all the people who have attended Sunday school this month

¢ To all of those responsible for redecorating the ¢
+ To all the people who agreed to serve on the Board of Christian Education

It is amazing to see the number of people that it takes to make Sunday school and the other educational Iprograms
work. | am so thankful that so many of you have volunteered and have done such a great job!

Our Lenten Season began with a very impressive Ash Wednesday service. What a moving experience it is to see |

flaws and sins be Aburnedod away. I't puts yoarenomi nd
just what you want others to see). This is a agsleamber
heart and to renew a right spirit,o just as the choi

Letdbs use the month of March to think about changes
God. Then, when Easter comes we can celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, the forgiveness of our sins, ard the prog
mad e, with Godds guidance and hel p, to become better

5 Kidso Cl ub
Alice Gray and Cathy Waitman :

The children met with leaders Alice and James Gray on Tuesday, February 16. The theme for the night

erbs 15:3, "The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the googl We

fun playing the gath&py" around the classroonoakihg throughSpy" books. Everyone enthﬁelnbokg

with examples of optical illusions. While our eyes can be deceived by these illusions, God is all seeing.

gKids() Club al so met on Sunday, February 21 with 'Lisa
:and staff that shepherdés use to rescue and protéct

The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 14 right after the Children's SermohN@driiiherershipbe NQ
: Tuesday night meeting in March.
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Board of Christian Education
February Meeting Report

Nancy Robbins, Chairperson
+ The refurbishing of the nursery and toddler classrooms is nearly complete.
+ A new rotation in Roads to God will begin on March 7. The subject is Easter People.

¢+ The Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for March 27 fiofl BD3Toddlers to fifth graders are invited to at-
tend. Prizes will be given for special eggs and refreshments will be served.

¢ Avyouth Sunday is being planned for one Sunday in May.

¢ Kidsd Club is d¢dPsdalimuomgStmndaysudyi theLi28a Nel so
not meet on circle meeting night this month.

¢ Chris Fulton reported on the activities of the Community Youth Group. He also confirmed the dates for th
Camp in July.

+ Vacation Bible School will be held here orhBadéh1Amy reminded everyone of the Blowing Rock retreat
on June 46. Everyone is encouraged to sign up and turn in deposits by March 31.

¢ ASouper o Bowl Sunday collections were $216. 75.

+ Ideas were discussed for fund raisers as well as plans for future events.

ée
2~ 0h ‘We are in the process of forming etball team to play in the church leagje at the
_~Chuech  NOTE:W h ff chtmasketball I he church | h
' . If interested in playing, please contact Harrison Danze, Birke McNeill, or th¢ church office.
> foetill ymca. i dinpl | H Danze, Birke McNeill, or th§ church off

Youth Report

Chris and Amanda Fulton

Many exciting things have been happening here at First Church with our Community Youth Group! Srnce the begi
year we've had discussions ranging from New Year's resolutions in communion,
: commission to discussions about evangelism! We took our first trip a few week:’
:headed to High Point for a night of bowling. (The frosties on the way home were a :

brate the Super Bowl, we had a small gathering at the home of Hallie McCarn, whWVYSAUVTHNGyRQUP :

. crously opened their home to us so we could watch the game and enjoy yummy snacks. Our plans for March inclt
meetrng olMlarch T at 6:000ther meeting times for the month include:

o\'e"“ght Locy., K March 2t Regular meetir&s8

March 28 Lock inTimes TBA!

: A HUGE thank you to all of the individuals who have helped prepaPécase rfetestnow if you'd be interestecf in
provrdrng a meal for the youthtloesn't have to be anything fancy, we'll eat anything! We would also ask for your cor
support and blessings as we look to see our Community Youth Group grow. :

\con.-ooo-noo-noo.ooo.ooo.ooo.ooo.con.-ooo-.oo-.oo.ooo.ooo.ooo.coo.-on.-.oo-.oo.ooo.ooo.ooo.con.-.oo-.oo.ooo.ooo.c.'
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Voices & Vocations
That Change the World

Event: Vocation CARE: Congregational Practices for Nurturing Young Leaders
Date: March 20, 2010
Time: 10:00 a1 4:00 pm

Where:  Trinity Reformed UCC
217 Second Avenue NE
Conover, NC 28613

An FTE Learning Event for Leaders Who Nurture Vocation

I s your congregation a place where women and men hes:

work and worship of your congregation inspire young people to ask what they will do with their lives asrigftow

Join Stephen Lewis, the national director of éanee
ploration of the role and practices of congregations that nurture the voices and vocations of young peepleddc
the church and the world.

What You Will Learn

In this event, congregational leaders will learn:

+ Practices of calling congregations that move congregations to care abECiddatibhese practices are:
Create Space to Explore Vocation
Ask SelAwakening Questions
Reflect Theologically
Establish Ministry Opportunities

+ About resources available to assist congregations, including:
Coaching, grants and online resources
Workshops, conferences and training events

Building a Movement

Through its Calling Congregation initiative, the Fund invites church leaders to join a nascent movement
churchrelated organizations committed to becoming communities of call. These leaders will encounter ne
visions, helpful tools and renewed hope for Gdulré
To learn more or get involved, please visit our Website: www.thefund.org/calling

This event is-sponsored by the Southern Conference of the UCC and The Fund for Theological Education, a raitiatisg
encouraging and equipping local churches to raise the next generation of leaders for the church. FTE Catiirite € oogreg
tions and resources to congregations ahdelhted organizations to cultivate cultures rich in vocation care and where the ¢
honored.

ers of Jes

Fun
ministry

of congre
W compal
s ch

menical
tions pr
zall to mini
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Dearest Friends,

It was the best Christmas gift to see each of you. All of you looked so good! Thanks fort
but the time with you was so precious. | have thought so much of the times at First Churc?¥
erings and fun. Our church was our social life; and such dear friends. Thanks for the k
nuts. The throw is great! Please come back again some day. Thanks again for everythin

Frances Leonard

Special thanks toé

L

Mike Brown, Property Chairperémmnoverseeing the renovations to our church nursery. Take a look...there are new
ings, carpet, paint and the old tape has been cleaned from the doors and they have been refinished.

Rich Johnsoffior the many volunteer hours he has donated in the renovation of our church nursery. He went beyol
of duty to add that HAspecial toucho.

Alisa Johnsoffior her preparation of special dishes to take as she visits viith our shut
The Many First Reformed UCC Voluntesosprovide little acts of kindness each day.

First Reformed UCC Membsasu.donated $1,080 in the special offering for Touching Davidson County With Love r
on Sunday, Februarsg 21

| Februarx 2010 Memorialj
i@,

ETHEL MARIE BAILEY M T%:\

vy
Louise and Jack Michael

HILDA DORSETT LEONARD ETHEL MOORBet e Mooreés Mot her}
Charlie and Debra Rountree Frank C. Leonard, Jr.

JACOB ALEXANDER BERRIERr y Be rgrandson}s s Gr e a't
Mike and Lynn Brown Cathy Waitman
Vicky Green Wanda Daye

| Februarx 2010 Honorariumg

MAXINELOHRHappy Birthday & PRPBEBAGGYBATESHaOEmp YVawWgd!l enti neds |
Heart Sister Heart Sister

MARY CROUS$Ehinking of You}
Heart Sister



e MARCH STEWARDS

Ushers Chairperson: Ramona Yarbrough
Captain: Steve Smith
Ushers: Jerry Smith, John Hudson, Vicky Gray and Ted Smith

Plate AttendantRoy Bevan
Acolytes Holt Biesecker, Kalyssa Hutchens and Griff Smith
Sound TechCalvin Odom

Adult Joint Sunday SchodResponsible for lessenWilling Workers Class

Social Host/Hostess: Myra Thompson, and Betty and Larry Link

Greeters March 7 Chris and Jessica Bentley
March 14 Henry and Kay Crouse
March 21 Keith, Alisa, Matthew and Kelsey Johnson
March 28 John and Jo Hudson

WORSHIP HOUR NURSERY SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY
Nursery March 7 Nina and Ted Smith Paula Lopp
March 14 Kivi and Edgar Miller Glenyce Fulton
March 21 Amy and Birke McNeill Lynn Brown
March 28 Lynn and Lauren Klopp Mary Jo Jessup

er (Alston BrookBetty Potts, Catherine Leonard (CenterclairJeanne Trexler
(St. Martins in the Pind8@rbara Schaeffer
(Piedmont Crossingjenry and Ernestine Kennedy, Frances Leonard, and Rita Tussey

Elmer Morgan is now a resident at Sunrise Assisted Living, 615 Spring Forest Rd, Raleigh, NC 27609

Ronnie Durham, John Rollins, Sadie Bailey, Arlene Swing, Margaret Trexler, Joel Reece, Henry and Juanita Be«
queline Leonard, Willie Ruth Leonard, Giles Crowell, Micki Smith, Ernie Bonner, and Velna Swing. Also, pleé

member Nancy Daye Green (Wandab6s Daughter), Georg
Family), Mel vin Evans (Paul Freemanés Uncl e), Pau
(Joyce PRmliacwe)b,s SsuissatnerCadwal |l ader (Anne Fletchero6s

serving in the Armed Forces. To add a name to the prayer chain, please contact Atigd W atieati24@h
office at 243617.
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Stewardship Message
Housecleaning

f5o if anyone is in Chtligre is a new creation: everything old has passed away, see everything has becdine neavin s
5:17

Lent has traditionally been a time for cleaniacug hold
practice of clearing the kitchen of fat on Mardi Gras, or Shrove Tuesday. Shrove Tuesday is meant to beaonly the be
time of taking stock in every part of our lives. In Lent we are called to consider not only the excessetemieour materi
that need to be purged, but also anything in our spirits or minds that needs reassessment and clearing out.

Il nstead of understanding Lent as a grim and joyl ess
of becoming new. As a person who has moved from one house to another often in her life, | know that before you e
house, you need to clean out the old one, decide what is to be kept and what is to be discarded, and disocern what ne
might need to acquire for a new situation in life.

This Lent, then, we are offered the cleansing opportunity of examining our lives on every level, both iWgedal and spi
are the excesses we need to clear out? What do we need to reassess about priorities, relationships, possessions ar
agement in order to be ready to live into a resurrection discipleship? On Easter, when the risen Chriswvietlls us to n
might be weighing us down and keeping us from responding quickly, with joy, as stewards of the good news?

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of the Redeemer, United Church of Christ, New Haven Connecticu

March 2010 God is still speaking,

CHURCH STAFF
Intentional Interim Minister  -------- Rev. Walter Patten, Ph.D.
Email: wrpatten@earthlink.net or minister@frucc.org
Interim Director of Christian Education ~ ----- Cathy Waitman
First Reformed United Church of Christ o )

Administrative ASSt  «-eoreer e Paula Lopp

104 East Center Street
Lexington, NC 27292 ChOIr DireCtor «:veeveeeeeiiiiimmn ey Paul Freeman
Phone 336 -248-2617 Organist ................................................. L.ee Ann Peele

Fax: 336-248-6163 SUNDAY SERVICES

Email: church@frucc.org SUNAY SCOOI ++vvvrrrrrrerriiieiii e 9:45 a.m.
Worship SerVviCe rerrerrrririiriiiiiiiiiiiiiemane.31:00 am.
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