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First, letôs file these entries under the heading of ñWorks in Progress.ò   1) I completed one of our Transition Teamôs (TT) chores when I 

submitted to Consistory on February 7 our suggested changes to our key constitutive FRUCC documents (i.e., the By-Laws, the 

Operating Manual), an update that has been long overdue.  Since most of the significant editing occurred with our By-Laws, I then sent 

to our Consistory members on Monday, February 8, my word-processed copy of these proposed changes which were embedded within 

the original texts, removing any ambiguity and possible confusion over what was being recommended.  I wish to thank our former TT 

members who provided me with their comprehensive sets of notes which, along with my own notes, I used and compared to create this 

ñmasterò edited copy.  We offer particular thanks to Eulene Shepherd, who, as some of you know, has made meticulously accurate 

note-taking an art form, if not an obsession!  Consistory members have been reading and studying these proposed changes all month 

and should be ready to discuss them during our March meeting on Sunday, March 7, making their choices as to what stays and goes 

with this process, though no radical changes are contemplated.  Once this work is done, we will publish and distribute the amended By-

Laws and Operating Manual for your final, congregational approval, using your ñintentionalò assessments to authorize the final, revised 

product by which we observe the polity and order of the church. 

2)  The Board of Evangelism met both on Tuesday, February 9 and on Tuesday, February 23. With thanks to Dave Fulton, Janette 

Neal and the Rev. June Grubb, a great deal of progress is being made in updating and ñre-imaginingò our Board of Evangelism, bring-

ing us more in line with 21st century thinking even while appreciating the significant ministries of evangelism that have transpired here 

over the years.  We are not ready, just yet, to place these working documents before the Consistory or you, the congregation, for review 

and assessment; but they do express promising guidelines for the future, particularly as we reflect upon the Stephen Ministry option, 

which involves intentional, trained lay care-giving of persons who are suffering or restricted in some way.  On this last point, we express 

our deep appreciation to Cyndi Burns, a 3rd year candidate for UCC ministry through our visionary Pastoral Leadership Development 

(PLD) program and a part-time Acting Pastor at New Friendship UCC.  I met and had lunch with Cyndi last year, where we shared our 

enthusiasm for the possibilities of Stephen Ministry and she was able, with Juneôs assistance, to meet with us last Tuesday as we spoke 

of Stephen Ministry formation within the local congregation, a subject upon which she is an expert.  As with our other initiatives, we ask 

that you continue to hold this creative and spiritually guided process of ministry ñre-formationò here in your prayers. 

3)  You may remember that last year, I asked that our TT and the Consistory meet jointly to review an impressive videotape from The 

Alban Institute which explains the rationale for the creation of a òPastoral Relations Committee,ò also sometimes known as a ñPastor-

Parish Relations Committeeò or a ñStaff-Parish Relations Committeeò for sufficiently large churches.  That tape was well received then 

and our subsequent discussions evidenced that fact.  Just recently, I met with Tom Danze, June Grubb, Eulene Shepherd, and Bill 

Walser to view that tape again and then to draft a working, provisional description of how we might wish to formalize such a Committee 

here.  This task we have done as June and I and others have been emailing suggestions and updates back and forth this week collabo-

ratively.  Again, this is a work in progress and it is prudent to hear the Consistoryôs reaction first as to what we have proposed, but I think 

that it looks promising and I thank the PRC ñorganizingò committee for its work.  Again, should the Consistory approve some version of 

this description, we will pass it on to you, the congregation, for your intentional assessment. 

4)  It has been my pleasure recently to learn more about òCitizens for Change,ò ñéan organization that is seeking to bring church peo-

ple together around various causes of concern to them,ò to quote the Rev. Jamie Fonville, Secretary of our Davidson-Forsyth UCC 

Ministerial Association.  We heard many encouraging things about this group during our latest D-FUCCMA meeting, as well as from 

GLAMA meetings.  The Citizens for Change Sponsoring Committee writes in an opening paragraph:  ñDrawing on 76 years of commu-

nity organizing success, the Industrial Area Foundation (IAF) has agreed to help citizens of Davidson County launch a community as-

sessment and response effort to identify and address needs in our communities.ò  I expect to be sharing more with you as I engage this 

opportunity more intentionally, starting by attending a Davidson County òClergy Caucusò which continues the Citizens for Change 

discernment process, an interracial and ecumenical, nonpartisan group which meets on the 4th Thursday of each month.  By the time 

you read this, I will have attended this luncheon from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m., February 25, at Grace Episcopal Church, along with 

other GLAMA colleagues and area clergy.  I will share my insights, hopes and reservations with you as they mature, seeking as well 

your own views about the possibilities of such a Clergy Caucus in our area. 

First News 
First Reformed United Church of Christ, Lexington, North Carolina 

March 2010 



Page 2 

5)  Our time with òLiving the Questionsó ran by way too quickly for my tastes!  I remain so grateful for the almost 40 of you who at-

tended one or more of our sessions, with an average of about 24 persons attending each Thursday night in our parlor.  It is really not 

possible for me to convey here the seeking, searching qualities of the DVD presentations, our written materials and our moderated 

conversations, which in some cases with me personally, ran until well after 10:00 p.m. each evening.   And itôs not that we were ready 

to leave or were finishedéwe just quit with a promise to continue our dialogue!  The Biblical and theological themes overlapped sig-

nificantly as we went, though each session was designed to ñstand aloneò if someone had missed a previous session.  We are going 

to take a small break from this series for the month of March and then resume with our third series of seven sessions, enti-

tled òCall to Covenant,ó beginning at 7:15 p.m. Thursday, April 8, then proceeding through April 15 and 22 (April 29 is the 

presently scheduled time for our community-wide TDCWL Prayer Service), and then concluding with the four Thursday eve-

nings in May (May 6, 13, 20, 27). I will publish these themes as we get closer to start-up time.  I do hope to see some of you who 

have been ñlaying back in the weedsò thus far, weeds that are getting a little tall by now, right?! 

Now, we consider a brief overview of several of our March opportunities:  1) We have entered the season of Lent and we invite the 

season of Lent to enter us!  I thank each one of you who attended our Ash Wednesday service here on February 17.  That is a som-

ber, reflective service, to be sure, with extraordinarily powerful symbolism, not only of the ashes themselves, but of our written confes-

sions, the burning of those confessions publicly and the inhaling of the smoke publicly, all a symbolic cycle of both death and renewal, 

of Godôs transformations even of our darkness!   * Please be guided by your FN calendar for key observances, such as the GLAMA 

sponsored Lenten services for each Wednesday in March at First UMC, paying particular attention to our UCC sponsored ser-

vice at noon on March 10 at First UMC.    * Do devote your deep focus to our week of Labyrinth opportunities on Sunday, 

March 21 through Thursday, March 25.  (See Rev. June Grubbõs Consistory Presidentõs column in this issue, along with the 

material about the Labyrinth which she has pulled together for us.  Do read that material thoughtfully as we prepare for the ñbody 

prayerò which so richly conveys the Labyrinth experience for people who can become open to it.  Please use the sign-up sheets to 

schedule your walk and see if you can donate some of the specified items or your time as a host.)     *Parents and grandpar-

ents, prepare to bring your little ones to our annual Easter Egg Hunt on our grounds, starting at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 27.  

Weôve decided to take a break from the Easter Bunny this year, who did get a bit too big for his britches last year!  * Plan to worship 

with us on Palm Sunday this year, though remember that we shorten this service so that we may all gather at the ñOld Courthouseò 

steps for a brief community Palm Sunday observance.  I have been asked by GLAMA to deliver an even briefer message for the 

community on this occasion, and I will so comport myself!  (Now, why donôt you attend to see if I can do such a thing?!)    * The An-

nual UCC Palm Sunday service will be held this year at 7:00 p.m., March 28, at Hedrickõs Grove UCC, with the Rev. Emmett 

Floyd, our Interim Associate Conference Minister, preaching, with a reception afterwards.  Area choirs can meet at 5:00 p.m. to 

practice the evening anthem, remembering to bring a light sandwich supper.   * Please remember our Maundy Thursday evening 

service on April 1 and our Easter service on Sunday, April 4.  

2)  The Rev. Jim Simonds, Pastor of Zion UCC in Thomasville, called me last week after consulting our spiffy new website and 

becoming intrigued with what he saw there.  He was full of questions about our Community Youth Group (CYG), how it formed, who 

was involved, how many are attending, etc.  He also wanted to know about our òLiving the Questionsó series, our òRoads to Godó 

Sunday School ñrotationalò program, and about several other things, so I agreed to meet with him in my office last Friday and we did 

indeed have a good time!  One upshot of our conversation was that he believed that between three to six of their Junior/Senior 

High young people would like to attend our CYG meetings, held here generally on every other Sunday night, for now.  I be-

lieve that Zion UCC will support our CYG fully, with meal rotations, with leadership, with resources and with a great sports complex 

that would work very nicely as the weather improves. Jim was also interested in their participation in the mid-July Workcamp that 

Chris and Amanda Fulton and others are organizing, so this marks another step forward for our CYG ministry.  (Please consult 

the Fultonôs article about our CYG in this issue of First News, along with plans for a new ñintroductoryò meeting for parents and others 

who are expressing interest in this ministry and for plans for the youth to experience the Labyrinth on March 21.)  Onward and up-

ward! 

3)  Please take a careful look at this issueôs article entitled, ñVoices & Vocations That Change the World.ó  I intend to be at the 

òVocation CAREó event from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday, March 20, at Trinity Reformed UCC in Conover, N.C.  Iôll be glad 

for some of you to go with me if you will.                                                                                             Blessings and Shalom, Rev. Walt  
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Consistory HighlightsñFebruary 2010 
Financial Report:  Harriette Murphy reported the average weekly offering for the month of January was $3,932 

for a four week period.  Because of weather conditions worship was cancelled on January 31st resulting in no 

offering for the fifth Sunday.  General Fund available balance is $365; Building Fund is $32,101; and Music 

Fund is $7,070.  Also as a very important side note, $3,141 was collected for the Haiti Earthquake Relief efforts. 

Pastorõs Report:  Reverend Patten handed out his 4-week report from January 11, 2010 to February 7, 2010.   

This report showed 4 weeks, with 120 phone calls, 6 hospital/rehab/Rest home visits, 65 office meetings and approximately 46 

hours work per week. 

Total number of people assisted by Pastorôs Discretionary Fund since 4/15/08 is 113 with a balance of $6,348.03. 

Total number of people who approached us for assistance of various kindséé433 

Total number of pastoral hours devoted to interviews that produced assistanceé64 

Mike Brown and others were thanked for the Workcamp Plans for 2010 in Lexington.  Chris and Amanda Fulton were thanked for 

helping shape the event, as well. 

Board of Christian Education:  Did not meet due to weather. 

Congregational Life:   Report was presented by Chairperson, Eddie Yates. 

Anniversary Service on January 17, 2010 was enjoyed by everyone.  Thanks to everyone who helped with the service. 

Thanks to all who helped with lunch today.  Also special thanks to the Kidsô Club members for the placemats the children created. 

Finance Committee Report:  Report was presented by Co-Chair, John Smith. 

John Barber will be assisting Paula Lopp with counting the Sunday offering on Monday of each week. 

Walter Hoffman has agreed to be on the Finance Committee. 

Posters and inserts will be used in support of Stewardship Education. 

Ideas from Cheryl and Sylvia Walser are being considered in terms of raising money for the General Fund. 

Property Committee: 

Mike Brown, Property Chairperson reported that current insurance is sufficient for the Youth Workcamp.  

Approval was given for use of the  churchôs facilities this summer for the Workcamp. 

Board of Worship and Sacrament:  No Report. 
 

Board of Community Outreach:  Report was presented by Chairperson Edgar Miller 

Touching Davidson County with Love is May 1, 2010.  There is a need for project managers.  Names are to be turned in this week.  

A special offering will be taken up February 21, 2010.  There will be volunteer signup sheets in March for the specific projects the 

church will be taking part in. 

The quarterly meeting will be held in March.  Members including Chair: Edgar Miller, Birke McNeill, Lynn Klopp, Kathleen Danze, 

Doug Sink, Walter Hoffman, Chris Fulton, and Aurelia Smith. The committee is still looking for institutional representatives. 
 

Evangelism Board: 

January 2010 report is reflecting a time period of four Sundays, and was presented by Janette Neal.  The fifth Sunday was can-

celed due to snow.  The average attendance was 118 with total membership remaining at 325 members. 

New Business: 

The Search Committee has asked the Consistory to form a Pastoral Relations Organizational Committee.  Guidelines are being 

written and set in place, as to how it will function, as well as training.  Tom Danze volunteered, and Bill Walser will be contacted by 

June Grubb.  (Editorôs note:  Eulene Shepherd also participated in the ñorganizationalò meeting, along with Reverend Grubb and 

Reverend Patten. 
 

The Consistoryôs next meeting will be Sunday, March 7, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.   
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By: June Grubb, 2010 Consistory President 

Thank you!  Thank you!  To all who attended the  Congregational Annual meeting on February 7th.  The simple soup meal hit 

the spot on a cold winter day, thanks to the members of the Womenôs Life Fellowship.  The chairpersons of our Boards and 

Committeeôs gave lively and informative reports which showed the breadth of the ministry of First Reformed UCC. The spirit 

was good among us.  Thanks be to God! We were also challenged to pay particular attention to our stewardship needs this 

year.  The Consistory, with the help of the Finance Committee, will begin looking at our needs and ways to address them in 

the near future.  More emphasis on Stewardship Education will provide information and challenges for us as a congregation to 

ñstep up to the plateò so that our programs and our outreach will not suffer. 

Last month I began to share more of the comments I made at the Anniversary Worship Service, calling for us to be more 

intentional in our commitments to the church.  Worship was the focus last month.  This month I wish to talk about our Christian 

Education program. 

We have a wonderful program for our children with great leadership eager to share the faith with our children.  But if the 

children are not here, our teachers are sitting in empty classrooms.  This is both discouraging to the teachers and to the 

members of the Board of Christian Education, who take their commitments seriously.  PARENTS, I INVITE YOU TO BE MORE 

INTENTIONAL IN BRINGING YOUR CHILDREN ON SUNDAY MORNINGS! 

John Westerhoff in his book, Values for Tomorrowôs Children wrote ñChurch education needs to be about both the Word---living 

experiences persons have in the faith community---and the words---how we talk about (in defining and interpreting) those 

experiences.  Church education cannot afford to do anything less than be about the total life of the community of faith.ò  This is true 

for all ages----children, youth and adults.  We have a program for our children, Roads to God, which offers our children this 

opportunity of study and reflection.  Thank you to all our teachers and learners. 

We have the beginnings of an active youth ministry.  With our dedicated leaders, may it continue to grow and develop into a dynamic 

presence for the youth in our congregation and in the community.  The Consistory has approved the use of our facilities to host a work 

camp group this summer.  More about this opportunity for our youth at a later date. 

I will close this reflection by sharing the Christian Education report given by Nancy Robbins at the Congregational Annual Meeting.      

The Board of Christian Education Alphabet: 

A is for Amy our leader extraordinaire; B is for Bunny-the Easter one-portrayed with great flair. 

C is for Creation on Septemberôs Rally Day. D is for daring to begin a new way. 

E is for egg hunt with plenty of fun; F is for our Flag Day picnic, a very good one. 

G is for God to whom the Road leads. H is for hot dogs and hamburgers on which we did feed. 

I is for innovations when changes take place. J is for Jesus, animals celebrated his birth; 

K is for kickball, kickoffs and plenty of mirth. L is for love we share with each other; 

M is for money we give, our mission to further.  

N is for the ñNot So Silent Nightò; owls, sheep and cows told the Christmas story. 

O is for first Sunday openings...please be here; P is for participating with resources and prayer. 

Q is for questions, seeking answers there. R is for rotation in the program Roads to God. 

S is for Sylvia: the chili cook-off queen. T is for teachers who give time and care. 

U is for the unique visitor from the North Pole. V is for variety in each oneôs role. 

W is for workshop and wreaths for Advent. X eXcitement as learning goes on upstairs to basement. 

Y is for you...we need you each week. Z is for zeal for goals we will seek. 

C O N S I S T O R Y 
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                    About the Labyrinth 
 

The week of March 21-26th our Fellowship Hall will be a place where we will be invited to spend 

some time in individual prayer and reflection as a spiritual discipline during this season of Lent.  The 

floor will be laid out in the form of a Labyrinth which people will walk. 

Walking the labyrinth is a kind of body prayer that quiets the chattering of the mind so that the Spirit 

can be more receptive. 

The earliest labyrinths are pre-Christian, but during the Middle Ages these ancient patterns were inlaid in floors of cathedrals 

throughout Europe.  The cathedral itself was an image of the new Jerusalem, with the light streaming through the stained glass 

windows recalling the jeweled walls and gates of the heavenly city.  Christians who couldnôt make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem could 

instead go to one of these pilgrimage sites. 

The Labyrinth has only one path, and there are no tricks to it and no dead ends.  The path winds around and doubles back on it-

self, becoming a mirror for where we are in our lives:  it touches our sorrows and releases our joys.  The pathway in and the path-

way out are the same: only the pilgrim has changed in the process. 

One way to understand the labyrinth is of an image of the Three-Fold Mystical Path---Purgation, Illumination, and Union. 

Purgation, the first stage, is the journey into the center.  As we begin the journey we try to let go of our anger, self-pity, hurts, noise 

and judgmentalism, those things that distract and cut us off from God, 

Illumination, the second stage, occurs when we reach the center, a Holy Space.  There, empty and cleansed, we wait with an open 

heart and an open mind to receive whatever the Spirit has for us.  It may be a sudden insight or, simply, a feeling of quiet peaceful-

ness. 

Union, the third stage, is the journey outward, following the same path by which we entered.  Now, we integrate our experiences 

and move out into the world with renewed energy and strength to do the work to which we have been called.  We reflect  on self, 

the planet, and others. 

The Labyrinth in our Fellowship Hall will be open for walking during the following hours: 

Sunday, March 21 12 Noonñ4:00 p.m. 6 p.m. Community Youth Group Only 

Monday, March 22 11 a.m.ñ2 p.m.  5 p.m.ñ8 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 23 11 a.m.ñ2 p.m. 5 p.m.ñ8 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 24 1 p.m. Friendship Club Only 5 p.m.ñ8 p.m.  

Thursday, March 25 11 a.m.ñ2 p.m. 5 p.m.ñ8 p.m. 

There will be sign up sheets on a bulletin board in the Christian Education Building for those who wish to walk the labyrinth. Within 

the hours designated people may start the walk of the labyrinth every 10 minutes. 

HOSTS are needed to assist those who will walk the labyrinth.  If you can serve as a host for one or more hours on one or more 

days, please call June Grubb (248-5668).  Those who volunteer as host will meet on Saturday, March 20 to be trained and have 

the opportunity to walk the labyrinth. 

The Labyrinth Committee needs several items for the prayer stations.  If you have any of the items listed below that we may bor-

row, please let a committee member know.  Items needed:  12 portable CD players, several low tables, a compass, four magnets, 

throw cushions, one or two TV sets and a DVD player. 

Labyrinth Committee includes:  Chris and Amanda Fulton, Lib Sink, Marguerite Leonard, June Grubb and Reverend Patten. 
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Menõs Brotherhood 
Clifford Lopp 

 

The Men's Brotherhood met on Thursday, February 18th in the Fellowship Hall.  Twenty-one persons were present and 

enjoyed a BBQ Chicken dinner prepared by Mike Brown, John Barber, John Potts, and J.W. Bates. 

Frank Leonard and Frank Westmoreland had a presentation on the history of Valentine's Day.   John Walser was the 

guest speaker for the night.   

All men of the church are invited to attend our next meeting on Thursday, March 18th at 6 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  Our guest 

speaker will be Gene Ingram, Coordinator and Special Events Chairman at Crisis Ministry of Davidson County. 

As the Search Committee reviewed the ñSearch and Callò resources of the UCC, we wanted to share a special section with you. 

                        FIVE COMMITMENTS FOR SEARCH COMMITTEES 
 

A Faith Commitment . . . The task of the Search Committee is very simple and very complex. Initially the task is 

spiritual. Search Committee members make a faith commitment to develop as faith-centered, prayer-directed peo-

ple of God willing to listen to God in the process of seeking a new pastor. Search Committee members engage in 

a 4-Way Covenantða Covenant with their prospective pastor, the congregation, the Conference and Association, 

and the Holy Spirit.  

A Time Commitment . . .  Search Committee members make a time commitment. By the time the search process is completed (from 

first organizational meeting to the calling of a new pastor) the committee may have been working together for as little as 9 months or 

as long as 18-24 months. Initially most Search Committees meet weekly. Once committees begin considering pastoral profiles and 

scheduling interviews, the frequency of meetings increases. At times the Search Committee must travel to hear prospective pastors 

preach. All in all, it is a significant time commitment. 

A Commitment to Confidentiality . . . Search Committee members make a commitment to confidentiality. Members must not talk 

about the content of their work. That is to say, the sharing of names of individuals under consideration is a serious breach of process. 

Even to speak in generalities about location or experience or gender can risk folk guessing who the committee is considering. The 

congregation must be kept informed at every step of the process. Sharing where the Search Committee is in the process is critical. 

However, until a final candidate is presented, all conversation about any candidates is closely guarded.  

A Commitment to Openness . . .  Search Committees make a commitment to genuine consideration of all candidates. The commit-

ment involves understanding that the gifts, skills, and experience of candidates are primary in determining their ability to serve the 

congregation. 

A Commitment to Consensus . . . Finally, Search Committee members make a commitment to consensus. Members need to be of 

one mind in recommending their prospective pastor to the congregation. Any unreadiness on the part of any member of the Search 

Committee can and often does spell disaster down the road. Everyone must be able, with a clear and positive conscience, to support 

and endorse the individual presented before the congregation.  

At our February 15th meeting we continued to discuss profiles.  We have now received, read, and evaluated 50 profiles since October 

27, 2009.  Not all the profiles are still being considered.  Proper notification has been made to each candidate as to the status of his or 

her profile. 

Search Committee Members:  

 Dawn Shaak, Chairperson Mark Smith, Vice Chairperson Clifford Lopp, Recording Secretary 

 Eulene Shepherd, Chaplain Vicky Gray Walter Hoffman 

 Sauni Johnson Birke McNeill Tony Peele  

Search Committee Update 
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Womenõs Life Fellowship 

Morning Glory Circle 
Secretary, Mary Berrier 

 

The Morning Glory Circle met January 6 with ten members attending.  Lib Sink, chairperson, opened the meeting with a ñThought 

For Todayò followed by a reading of ñDear Abbyò. 

Concerns of the shut-ins were discussed as Lib gave an update on all of them.  Special prayers were requested for Peggy Bates as 

she was not feeling well. 

Final plans were made for feeding at the local shelter on January 11. 

All ladies of the church are welcome to attend this circle which meets each month on the first Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. in the parlor. 

United Friendship Club 
President, June Grubb 

The members of the United Friendship Club attended the Community Lenten Service at First United Methodist Church for its 

meeting in February. 

The March meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, March 24 at 12:00 noon.  Following our covered-dish 

luncheon the devotions and program will be given by June Grubb.  The history and significance of Walking the Labyrinth will 

be shared with those present.  After the program, members of the Friendship Club will have an opportunity to walk the Laby-

rinth.  We invite members of the congregation to join us for this informative and spiritual walk during this season of Lent. 

The food and decorating committee for the March meeting are Mary Berrier, Gladys Snider and Lib Sink.  

 

Women's Life Fellowship  met Tuesday February 16th at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor.  Thank you to Heidi Hutcheson for 

leading us in devotions and Anne Bevan and Cathy Waitman for delicious refreshments.   The guest speaker for 

the evening was Caron Myers of Carolina Cancer Services (formerly Davidson County Cancer Services) who 

spoke to our group about the work of this agency.  They assist those dealing with cancer in finding transportation 

to and from chemo treatments, wigs, prostheses and many other things that aid the families affected with this dis-

ease.  Continuing our community outreach focus, our organization donated $500 toward their efforts. 

We would like to thank everyone who attended the Congregational Meeting and had lunch with us.  Donations for the soup and 

sandwich meal will assist with our ongoing mission projects.  We have several more fundraisers planned for 

this year.  Our next project is a Bake Sale planned for  Sunday, March 14th beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Come 

early and have one of Mary Joôs famous sausage biscuits or a muffin with some coffee or juice for breakfast.  

There will be a variety of baked goods to purchase.  Items will be sold before Sunday school, between Sun-

day school and worship, and immediately following the worship service.  All monies raised will help the mis-

sion work of our circle.  As always, we Thank You for all your support of Women's Life Fellowship fundraising efforts. 

Our next meeting will be Monday, March 8th  when we serve the evening meal at the Homeless Shelter.  We will come back to the 

parlor for our meeting.  Kidsô Club WILL NOT meet on this Monday night...there will not be childcare.  We usually meet on the third 

Tuesday of the month.  New Members are always Welcome!     Thank you and God Bless, Sauni Johnson, President 
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March 14, 2010 9 a.m.   Womenõs Life Fellowship Bake Sale {Funds raised to help support local missions} 

 

  11 a.m.  Worship Service and Receive ôOne Great Hour of Sharingõ Offering 

One Great Hour of Sharing offers an opportunity for each of us to share with people in need 

around the world...giving them much more than a handout.  When we share our resources, we 

help to ensure that children suffering from disease not only receive treatment, but enjoy the 

benefits of a community made safer with proper sanitation and clean sources of water.  We 

partner with a family living in hunger, offering them not just food, but the tools and training to 

build a sustainable source of income for themselves...improving their world and ours. 

 

 

March 21ñ25, 2010 Labyrinth Spiritual Walk {Fellowship Hall}  See First News page 5 

 

 

March 27, 2010      10:30 a.m.   Children, ages toddler through 5th grade are invited to the Easter Egg 

Hunt.  Activities will begin at 10:30 a.m. and include games, snacks, prizes, and 

of course an egg hunt.  Church members plan to come and invite guests!  

 

March 28, 2010 11 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship Service 

All churches in Lexington are invited to participate in a Community Palm Sunday Celebration.  Some churches 

outside the immediate downtown area will meet at First Reformed UCC.  The procession from the church will 

begin at 11:45 a.m. and end at the Old Courthouse where a brief service will be held that will consist of a Palm 

Sunday litany, hymn, and brief homily presented by Reverend Patten.  NOTE:  Palm branches will be provided 

for our worshipers to wave during the procession.  Please plan to participate in this inspirational service. 

 

United Church of Christ congregations of the Davidson/Forsyth District will gather at 7 p.m. Palm Sunday, at 

Hedricks Grove United Church of Christ.  Confirmands from all churches will be recognized in the service.  The 

speaker for the evening is Reverend Emmett Floyd, Transitional Southern Conference Interim Minister .  A joint 

choir will meet at 5 p.m. to rehearse special music.  There will be a reception following the evenings activities. 

 

April 1, 2010  7 p.m. Maundy Thursday 

This service of communion will be a time of remembrance of the last week of Jesusô life.  

 

April 4, 2010 11 a.m. Easter Sunday 

   9:45 a.m. Joint Adult Sunday School 

 10:20 a.m. Sunday School Social 

 11:00 a.m. Easter Worship Service  (the choir will share a special anthem) 

Lenten Season Events 
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Blowing Rock Church Retreat 
FRIDAY, JUNE 4TH ð SUNDAY, JUNE 6TH 

The second annual First Reformed UCC church retreat is not that far away!  There are twenty rooms reserved that we plan to fill 

and hope that weôll need to call for more.  Everyone who attended last yearôs retreat had a wonderful and relaxing weekend.  We 

were all ready to sign up again and spread the word to those who werenôt able to come about the fun time we had.  If you have any 

hesitations, here is a list of last yearôs attendees: 

 Amy, Birke, Kaitlyn & Lucy McNeill Nina, Ted, Griff and Claire Smith Raeann and Holt Biesecker 

 Sylvia and John Walser Carolyn and Carroll Spivey Sarah and Abigail Johnson 

 Nancy Robbins Eddie and Belinda Yates Ron and Heidi Hutcheson 

 Doug and Barbara Sink Mike Price and Brian McKerlie Eulene and Banks Shepherd 

 Reverend Walt and Elyse Patten June Grubb Harriette and Clifton Murphy 

 Mary Berrier Lib Sink Gladys Snider 

 Susan and Calvin Odom Peggy Bates 
 

We had a wonderful time of fellowship and connected with people we really didnôt know that well before the retreat.  We ended the 

weekend with an outdoor sermon lead by Pastor Walt and truly felt at peace and a closer connection with one another.   

I strongly urge everyone to consider coming this year.  If money is an issue holding you back, come see me, we will make it hap-

pen!!  Fees for the entire weekend are: 

Lodging: $157.00 (2 people in room) 

Meals for ages 13 and up: $45.00 

5-12 years: $28.50 

4 years and younger: Free 
 

Meals provided for the weekend include:  Dinner: Friday and Saturday; Breakfast: Saturday and Sunday; and Lunch: Saturday. 
 

A deposit of $85.00 per couple and $50.00 per individual is due by Sunday, March 28th.  .  Checks can be made payable to 

First Reformed UCC with óRetreatô written on the memo line.  Payment can be placed in the offering plate, brought to the church 

office or given to Amy.  If you have questions or need more information, contact Amy McNeill. 

 

Easter Lily Order Form 
White Easter Lilies are an ancient symbol of the resurrection and our sanctuary will be adorned with 

the beautiful cross of lilies on Easter Sunday morning, April 4th.  The cost of each plant is $9.00.  

Lilies can be picked up immediately following the worship service.  To purchase a lily in honor or 

memory of someone, fill in the appropriate spaces and place in the offering plate or call the church 

office at 248-2617.  DEADLINE TO ORDER IS MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2010. 

 

 In Loving Memory of By 

___________________________________________  _____________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________  _____________________________________ 
 

 In Honor of By 

___________________________________________  _____________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________  _____________________________________ 
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Christian Education  
Cathy Waitman, Interim Director of Christian Education 

 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

To all of the children who came to practice and to perform the Jesus Is Baptized skit for the Childrenôs 

Moment on Feb. 28 

To all the parents who brought your child(ren) to Sunday school this month and especially to the skit practices 

To all the nursery volunteers for Sunday school and church 

To all of the people who agreed to teach two Sundays in the Roads to God rotation to free up some of the other Sun-

day school teachers 

To all Sunday school teachers ï children and adult 

To all of those who contributed to the childrenôs Heifer Project (We were able to purchase two flocks of chickens.) 

To all the volunteers for Childrenôs Church 

To Lisa Nelson, James & Alice Gray for their work with Kidsô Club 

To all those who have helped organize the Community Youth Group 

To all the people who have attended Sunday school this month 

To all of those responsible for redecorating the childrenôs classrooms 

To all the people who agreed to serve on the Board of Christian Education 

It is amazing to see the number of people that it takes to make Sunday school and the other educational programs of our church 

work. I am so thankful that so many of you have volunteered and have done such a great job! 

Our Lenten Season began with a very impressive Ash Wednesday service.  What a moving experience it is to see our character 

flaws and sins be ñburnedò away.  It puts your mind and heart in the right spirit to reflect on your life and who you really are (not 

just what you want others to see). This is a somber time of year, but it gives us an opportunity to ask God to ñcreate in me a clean 

heart and to renew a right spirit,ò just as the choirôs anthem said. 

Letôs use the month of March to think about changes we can make in our lives to become more like Jesus and more acceptable to 

God. Then, when Easter comes we can celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, the forgiveness of our sins, and the progress we have 

made, with Godôs guidance and help, to become better Christians. 

Kidsõ Club 
Alice Gray and Cathy Waitman 

The children met with leaders Alice and James Gray on Tuesday, February 16. The theme for the night was Prov-

erbs 15:3, "The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good."  We had great 

fun playing the game "I Spy" around the classroom and looking through "I Spy" books. Everyone enjoyed the book 

with examples of optical illusions. While our eyes can be deceived by these illusions, God is all seeing. 

Kidsô Club also met on Sunday, February 21 with Lisa Nelson and Cathy Waitman. ñWooly the Lambò talked to us about the rod 

and staff that shepherdôs use to rescue and protect their sheep. Children decorated a shepherdôs rod to take home with them. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 14 right after the Children's Sermon during Worship. NOTE: There will be NO 

Tuesday night meeting in March. 
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NOTE:  We are in the process of forming a co-ed basketball team to play in the church league at the 

YMCA.  If interested in playing, please contact Harrison Danze, Birke McNeill, or the church office. 

 

Board of Christian Education 
February Meeting Report 

Nancy Robbins, Chairperson 
 

The refurbishing of the nursery and toddler classrooms is nearly complete. 

A new rotation in Roads to God will begin on March 7. The subject is Easter People. 

The Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for March 27 from 10:30 ï 11:30. Toddlers to fifth graders are invited to at-

tend. Prizes will be given for special eggs and refreshments will be served. 

A youth Sunday is being planned for one Sunday in May. 

Kidsô Club is continuing to study the 23rd Psalm on Sundays with Lisa Nelson and Cathy Waitman. Kidsô Club will 

not meet on circle meeting night this month. 

Chris Fulton reported on the activities of the Community Youth Group. He also confirmed the dates for the Work 

Camp in July. 

Vacation Bible School will be held here on June 11th & 12th. Amy reminded everyone of the Blowing Rock retreat 

on June 4 - 6. Everyone is encouraged to sign up and turn in deposits by March 31. 

ñSouperò Bowl Sunday collections were $216.75. 

Ideas were discussed for fund raisers as well as plans for future events.     

Youth Report 
Chris and Amanda Fulton 

 

Many exciting things have been happening here at First Church with our Community Youth Group! Since the beginning of the 

year, we've had discussions ranging from New Year's resolutions in communion, community, and 

commission to discussions about evangelism! We took our first trip a few weeks ago when we 

headed to High Point for a night of bowling. (The frosties on the way home were a hit too!) To cele-

brate the Super Bowl, we had a small gathering at the home of Hallie McCarn, whose parents gra-

ciously opened their home to us so we could watch the game and enjoy yummy snacks. Our plans for March include a parent 

meeting on March 7th at 6:00. Other meeting times for the month include: 

 

  March 21st- Regular meeting- 6-8 

   March 26th- Lock in- Times TBA! 

 

A HUGE thank you to all of the individuals who have helped prepare our meals! Please let us know if you'd be interested in 

providing a meal for the youth! It doesn't have to be anything fancy, we'll eat anything! We would also ask for your continued 

support and blessings as we look to see our Community Youth Group grow.  
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Voices & Vocations 
That Change the World 

 

 

Event:  Vocation CARE: Congregational Practices for Nurturing Young Leaders 

Date:  March 20, 2010 

Time:  10:00 am ï 4:00 pm 

Where:  Trinity Reformed UCC 
 217 Second Avenue NE 

 Conover, NC 28613 
 

An FTE Learning Event for Leaders Who Nurture Vocation 

Is your congregation a place where women and men hear Godôs call to lives of faithfulness, service and leadership? Do the life, 

work and worship of your congregation inspire young people to ask what they will do with their lives as followers of Jesus Christ? 

Join Stephen Lewis, the national director of the Fund for Theological Educationôs (FTE) Calling Congregations initiative for an ex-

ploration of the role and practices of congregations that nurture the voices and vocations of young people for ministry and service to 

the church and the world. 

 

What You Will Learn 

In this event, congregational leaders will learn:  

Practices of calling congregations that move congregations to care about vocationðVoCARE. These practices are: 

Create Space to Explore Vocation 

Ask Self-Awakening Questions 

Reflect Theologically 

Establish Ministry Opportunities 

About resources available to assist congregations, including: 

Coaching, grants and online resources 

Workshops, conferences and training events 

Building a Movement 

Through its Calling Congregation initiative, the Fund invites church leaders to join a nascent movement of congregations and 

churchïrelated organizations committed to becoming communities of call. These leaders will encounter new companions, fresh 

visions, helpful tools and renewed hope for Godôs church and the next generation of leaders who will lead the church into its future. 

To learn more or get involved, please visit our Website: www.thefund.org/calling 

This event is co-sponsored by the Southern Conference of the UCC and The Fund for Theological Education, a national, ecumenical initiative for 

encouraging and equipping local churches to raise the next generation of leaders for the church. FTE Calling Congregations provides connec-

tions and resources to congregations and church-related organizations to cultivate cultures rich in vocation care and where the call to ministry is 

honored. 
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  ETHEL MARIE BAILEY 

 Louise and Jack Michael 

 

HILDA DORSETT LEONARD  ETHEL MOORE {Pete Mooreõs Mother} 

 Charlie and Debra Rountree    Frank C. Leonard, Jr. 

 

JACOB ALEXANDER BERRIER {Mary Berrierõs Great-grandson} 

 Mike and Lynn Brown  Cathy Waitman 

  Vicky Green  Wanda Daye 

 

 

 

 

 

MAXINE LOHR {Happy Birthday & Valentineôs Day}  PEGGY BATES {Happy Valentineôs Day} 

 Heart Sister   Heart Sister 

 

MARY CROUSE {Thinking of You} 

Heart Sister 

February 2010 Memorials 

Dearest Friends, 

It was the best Christmas gift to see each of you.  All of you looked so good!  Thanks for the wonderful gifts, 

but the time with you was so precious.  I have thought so much of the times at First Church and all the gath-

erings and fun.  Our church was our social life; and such dear friends.  Thanks for the basket of fruit and 

nuts.  The throw is great!  Please come back again some day.  Thanks again for everything and all the best. 

         Frances Leonard 

 

Special thanks toé 

Mike Brown, Property Chairperson for overseeing the renovations to our church nursery.  Take a look...there are new ceil-

ings, carpet, paint and the old tape has been cleaned from the doors and they have been refinished.  

Rich Johnson for the many volunteer hours he has donated in the renovation of our church nursery.  He went beyond the call 

of duty to add that ñspecial touchò.    

Alisa Johnson for her preparation of special dishes to take as she  visits with our shut-ins.  

The Many First Reformed UCC Volunteers who provide little acts of kindness each day. 

First Reformed UCC Members...you donated $1,080 in the special offering for Touching Davidson County With Love received 

on Sunday, February 21st  

February 2010 Honorariums 
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Ushers:  Chairperson:  Ramona Yarbrough 

Captain:  Steve Smith 

Ushers:   Jerry Smith, John Hudson, Vicky Gray and Ted Smith 
 

 

Plate Attendant:   Roy Bevan 

Acolytes:   Holt Biesecker, Kalyssa Hutchens and Griff Smith 

Sound Tech:  Calvin Odom 

Adult Joint Sunday School:  Responsible for lesson - - - Willing Workers Class 

Social:  Host/Hostess:   Myra Thompson, and Betty and Larry Link 

 

 

Greeters:   March      7 Chris and Jessica Bentley 

 March   14 Henry and Kay Crouse 

 March   21 Keith, Alisa, Matthew and Kelsey Johnson 

 March   28 John and Jo Hudson 

 

  

Nursery:   March      7 Nina and Ted Smith Paula Lopp 

 March   14 Kivi and Edgar Miller Glenyce Fulton 

 March   21 Amy and Birke McNeill Lynn Brown 

 March   28 Lynn and Lauren Klopp Mary Jo Jessup 

 

 

 

(Alston Brook) Betty Potts, Catherine Leonard (Centerclair) Jeanne Trexler 

(St. Martins in the Pines) Barbara Schaeffer 

(Piedmont Crossing) Henry and Ernestine Kennedy, Frances Leonard, and Rita Tussey 
 

Elmer Morgan is now a resident at Sunrise Assisted Living, 615 Spring Forest Rd, Raleigh, NC  27609 
 

Ronnie Durham, John Rollins, Sadie Bailey, Arlene Swing, Margaret Trexler, Joel Reece, Henry and Juanita Beck, Jac-

queline Leonard, Willie Ruth Leonard, Giles Crowell, Micki Smith, Ernie Bonner, and Velna Swing.  Also, please re-

member Nancy Daye Green (Wandaôs Daughter), George Horner (Vicky Grayôs Father), Van ñBusterò Conrad (Gray 

Family), Melvin Evans (Paul Freemanôs Uncle), Paul Stevens (Lisa Nelsonôs Cousin), Spencer Wilson, Joyce Bowie 

(Joyce Priceôs sister-in-law), Susan Cadwallader (Anne Fletcherôs Mother), and please remember our men and women 

serving in the Armed Forces.  To add a name to the prayer chain, please contact Adena Wall at 249-1904 or the church 

office at 248-2617. 

MARCH STEWARDS 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Intentional Interim Minister  ········· Rev. Walter Patten, Ph.D.  
                 Email: wrpatten@earthlink.net or minister@frucc.org  

Interim Director of Christian Education  ····· Cathy Waitman  

Administrative Asst  ············································ Paula Lopp  

Choir Director  ················································· Paul Freeman  

Organist  ·························································· Lee Ann Peele  

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Sunday School  ························································ 9:45 a.m. 

Worship Service  ··················································· 11:00 a.m. 

Return Service Requested 

Stewardship Message 

Housecleaning 
ñSo if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away, see everything has become new!ò  Romans 

5:17 

Lent has traditionally been a time for cleaning house; in fact the practice of ñSpring Cleaningò may be related to the religious 

practice of clearing the kitchen of fat on Mardi Gras, or Shrove Tuesday. Shrove Tuesday is meant to be only the beginning of a 

time of taking stock in every part of our lives. In Lent we are called to consider not only the excesses of our material existence 

that need to be purged, but also anything in our spirits or minds that needs reassessment and clearing out. 

Instead of understanding Lent as a grim and joyless period, we might remember Paulôs encouragement and see Lent as a time 

of becoming new. As a person who has moved from one house to another often in her life, I know that before you enter the new 

house, you need to clean out the old one, decide what is to be kept and what is to be discarded, and discern what new items you 

might need to acquire for a new situation in life.  

This Lent, then, we are offered the cleansing opportunity of examining our lives on every level, both material and spiritual. Where 

are the excesses we need to clear out? What do we need to reassess about priorities, relationships, possessions and time man-

agement in order to be ready to live into a resurrection discipleship? On Easter, when the risen Christ calls us to new life, what 

might be weighing us down and keeping us from responding quickly, with joy, as stewards of the good news? 

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of the Redeemer, United Church of Christ, New Haven Connecticut.  

March 2010      God is still speaking, 

 


