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Charles Hollis (0C.H. 66

. o ) | have a warm, woolen, darklycoiolied scarf which belonged to myiriddiagernow de-
Inside this issue: . : . .
ceased, one of my favorite articles of clothing, partly because it is old and comfortable and

and partly because it once belonged to a man who | admired and respected deeply. Upon pu

C.H. Bates, Jr., continued 2 ) - i ) ) )
scarf on this morning to brace against the cold, it put me in mind of C.H. Bates, Jr., who has
Consistory Highlights 3 been much on my mind and spirit lately, just as he has yours. As it settled familiarly about r
Womends Life |a 2N d shoul der s, i t -€lesd, warm, coknferting; light, fansliar,reliable, @ra-
dictable. But it also suggested some of
United Friendship Club 5 its own, qualities like humility, loyalty, modesty, hoaéfatsingelfaithfulness, friendliness, com-

panionable, availability, trustworthiness, openness, and, in particular, happiness and joy. Th
qualities are not of the-avildlvoolly, swingirgmthechandeliers kind of ppryy but happiness
October Memorials 6 and joy of a much deeper, more spiritually grounded sort, the sort of joy that the Apostle Pau
about when he feels close to and is walking with his Lord, Jesus Christ.

Mends Brot herl|b

Announcements ! These meditations put me in mind of one of the scriptures that | used in our Sunday sermr
Thank you Notes 7 day before C.H.6s funeral, a message devot
something that | believe C.H. did uncommonly well. 1t is Il Coriithiavieeb2P4ul shares of
Director of Christian Ed 8 literally unspeakable ecstasies which are far beyond any natural powers or abilities of his own
ences which are so transformative that he cannot even speak of himself as the one who exp
SS Perfect Attendance & them. Aon behalf of this man | will boas:
Middle/High SchoolNews |9 own behal f | will not boast, except of my
Aftoo el ated by the abundance of revelatior
Congratulations 9  his joy. Many modern scholars believe that this limitation had something to do with his eyes, k
so obviously well known to the Corinthians that he did not even need to identify it. After rej
November Stewards 10 . . . . . .
seeking relief from this crippling afflict
November Calendar 17 you, for my power is made perfect in weak
nesses, fiéthat the power of Christ may res
Food Pantry 12 weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutio

While | do not think that C.H. would express this spiritual truth exactly the way that | am doing hersgrheatmrkeve that
deeply within his soul, he understood and accepted this truth very well and lived it consistently far be¢teailtthatrhestit In a
to Myra Thompson at 3:50 p.m. on Friday, October 24, just hours before C.H. died, just after | had lefadtiinteedside for the
had made the sign of the cross on his foreheadat\iohmel e o
C.H. was possessed of a quality which I cal |l edhefietinust f
plenty or in want, whether on the plain of high abundance and success or whether in mortal extremity, bebavedyagtty much
to everyone, whatever their social station or achievements, whether close friend or complete stranger, tiamdlly ior foreigne
agreement or disagreement with him. God sprinkles such people among us, like salt, or perhaps even mone sikgropriately
yeast in flowlough, like the leaiethelumpothistory with the inner power to transform or at least to touch rivenplethyelien.a
Such people evidence a graceful consistency of presence and affection and acceptance that we too oftercitaki foragranted,
charming simplicity, missing the great mystery that is before our eyes. Too often, it is only when they &régame that we
senses and say, al most in shock, Asomething i s now miss:s

Where does fAtrustful serenityo -ikedbeadeockfarraiable basissf@ntaiculatirg,wacbn- g r ¢
ditional, unafraid acceptance of pretty much everyone, with an almost reckless and apparently effortless abmeermh foroefreryone e
own sel f? In C.H. 6s case, I have four f or ma dimrry emponrniehtofe n c
his parents, Charles Hollis Bates, Sr. and Addie Mae, during the Depression years. They ran a generabstore wheexington at
people who were hungry could not pay their bills, so his parents continued to allow bills to mount that ¢hmickbaekcettePnot b
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C. H. Bates, Continued...

Eventually, they went bankrupt and were forced to move to Lenoir so that his Dad could work in a furniture manufactul
Now, | am not idealizing this situation, and | am sure that household tensions ran high at times during sBah mounting st
this was still an astonishing thing for a formative young boy and his four sisters to witness, this choparestctdice by their
pl ace other peopleds needs ahead of their -likewacrifeamd t ho
C.H., and it may have been a factor in his mind when he was received into the membership of FRUCC in 1941 by Rev. P
can appreciate a young man who felt the need to be grounded in a church family in 1941, for the events of December,
strained him and others to face a very uncertain future in the looming world war. 3) C.H. was statiorezl Nethe Pacific the
Guinea, enduring horrific situations which he and others were unable or unwilling to speak about, evesaddbatles later. It i
there are no atheists in fox holes, and one of the paradoxical lessons one learns in combat is that putingettiers ahead of
actually a survival skill, though it may also mean that you have to sacrifice your own life for others. Xifgtonrigturning to Le
1945, C.H. is reported not to have slept at all at night, constantly pacing the floors of his room whilg athi@ve shept. We di
term then that we apply now to people who sufferTramnkaigt Stress Syndrome, but he almost surely had some form of it
and dealt with it privately and valiantly for many years, as did so many other veterans. 4) C.H. retuoredhesene to a situa
his mother and eventually his four sisters required a great deal of care, which he provided gladly, protfadtplat the expens
lege education and related advancements.

He eventually married the love of his life, Vera, sharing her love for children and Duke University; bepame a productio
sor with United Furniture; became a loyal and devoted member of the local VFW and Amvets chapters; and fcertainly bece
the most loyal, devoted and enthusiastic members that FRUCC has ever had, making it his business to lradiere literally
the doors were open, very often among the firsd tdsartiterally bursting out in song, especially in the classgaifld hym
the faith with the Mends Bible Class and in caodthgr egat |

Holy Spirit, such an array of experiences camggtng, di st |
even terrifying influences and many more beyond accounting for here, that is what happened. Who knows how many
Aithornso C.H. asked God in Jesus Christ to remdne, or
AMy grace is sufficient for you, for my power gihat made
we do indeed find life by giving it away, choosing to place others ahead of ourselves, and not bewailing@ut. limitations, v
not only believed, but 1ived. How el se can wegwithc c o U n't
everyone?

| close with examples of his8porephilosophy, or was it theology? In my own conversations with him, we would reac
certain point on a subject, and he would excl anmm, wit |
arm as he said this, drawing cl ose. (Occasionat | vy, h
afraid of me, are ya?0 He actually thought t hnathiei t wa s

vous now and again, like that spider monkey he stowed away on the ship that brought him home from WW 1l.) He
thought in terms of cycles, both natural and human, and of the connectedness of all created things, arel/igimn a certain s
full ness of conversation had been reached, he would e
preacher, things keep on a changin, 60 would stmg,bface a-:c
course, Jesus Christ, who was, is and ever will be the same: that fact was the unspoken part of why hehaag-unafraid to f:
ing circumstances. Perhaps his body was telling him lately that a big, transforming change was comingl feashim as well; i

in it, that was all right with him. When | arrived at his ICU room last Thursday, he smiled broadly at mgssesgh weak yet

sion of his faculties, and sai d, nwel | |, p r e a chbnead, we |
the necessity, to persevere in the midst of travail and difficulties, having done so already in innumerablep@reumstances,
haps approaching the unspeakabl e. He knew that the wou
was al ways there, l ong after his natwural vigorthhis\as gor
nurses, and just several hours before he died, he expressed concern to one of them that he might have been a bad p:
asked in mock concern, AYoudre not gonna send asyet t o | &
Sso unconcerned about the matter that he delisbbhietdy] a k
dondédt know what is. Death has certainly marked no vict
fi have fought the good fight, | have fini semefdght he r :

eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but alsw lis all who have
appearing.@® (11 Timothy 4: 7 Blessingsand Shalom, Pastor Walt
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CONSISTORY HIGHLIGHTS

October 20GBMeeting

From the Pastorods Report:

¢ Reverend Patten reported that the following members atteniedutileMdeting of the
WNCA of the SO@ireensboro on October 4; Myrtle Latimer, Gladys Snider, an;
Evans along with Reverend Patten.

¢ The Crop Walk will be held November 2. T

¢ The Thanksgiving Service has been moved to the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving, November 23 at 6:30 p.m. at Se
Reformed UCC.

+ There will be two more meetings of the Transition Team before the end of the year, November 6 and 13.

The Board is continuing work on restructuring Sunda
November wil/l be a very important month for fANew Loc

Tom Danze reported that the insurance check for the damage from the flood in the educational building has been
The Womenés Life Fellowship is thinking about a pr oj

The Congregation passed the 2009 Budget at the meeting held on October 19.

We now have 417 members. There were 180 members and guests in attendance at the Homecoming Service. We ¢
have visitors who attend regularly. Sandra Hutchens has agreed to chair the Prayer Chain and it is going well.

The nominating committee presented names for Officers, Elders, Deacons, and Trustee for 2009.

(Note: Myrtle Latimer attended our WNCA annual meeting at Congregational UCC in Greensboro several weeks a

participated in an informative workshop entitled, 0
+ An effective church is a church where people enjoy what they are doing and do it well.
+ Each of us must work together for a united church with all ages working together in unity and peace.
¢ AGod is still speakingd through you and through
¢ What an honor it is to speak for God.
¢ We speak for God through the Bible, prayer, and the Holy Spirit.
¢ We need to give God our best whether it is making soup for the homeless shelter or singing hymns in worshiy
¢ Attend Sunday School and church service regularly.
¢ Pastor Waltds sermons make me think about things
+ Be a willing participant in programs introduced in our church to renew and revitalize.
¢ Getinvolved in community work.
+ Take the initiative and introduce yourself to people you meet in the library, restaurants and coffee shops.
¢ Invite someone to visit our church. Sit with them. Introduce your visitor to the pastor and other church memk
¢ Invite them to a social event.
¢ We must strive to be a church known for our hospitality, welcoming guests with warmth and generosity.
¢ Keep an open mind to the #Astill speaking Gododo in
¢ Listen for ideas that will help the future of our church.

Myrtle Latimer
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Womends LI fe Fel

The Women's Life Fellowship met on Octab@@Lpm in the parlor. We had a wonderful devotion fron
Cathy Waitman and a special thank you to Nicole Smith and Amy McNeill for the great seasonal refr
We used this meeting to break off into our committees to come up with ideas and plans for the upcor
}«}rqu The different committees have some great community outreach and fundraising ideas. We are alrea
’""‘F‘" plans for our Christmas party to be held Tuesday, December 16 at the home of Carolyn Spivey. We
the identity of our secret heart sisters at our Christmas party. There are two bake sales planned for tlgggapcoming F
item below). We would once again love to invite any women who have thought about coming or would love to be
with fellowship and our church growth to attend. We meet on the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm in the p:
provide child care. Come and join us for some good Christian fellowship!

God Bless as al ways! Sauni Jc

WOMEN®S LI FE FEL La@\ysng to Be bkiadvsBrEeR)&dies for you to pu.....552.
the holidays and want your input. Our uBSKENGALESre scheduled on the Sunday before Thanksgiving and the
Sunday before Christmas:

November 23, 2008 and December 21, 2008

Check the items youbd be most interested in buying
Life members. You can also call Lynn Klogze82#3Vicky Gray at2@8@6 with your suggestions.

THANKS FOR YOUR INPUT!
WOMENG6S LI FE FELLOWSHI P FUNDRAI SI NG CONM

Suggestions: ____ COOKIES
CUPCAKES
POUND CAKES
CAKES
PIES
TARTS
LOAF BREAD

__ FLAVORED BREAD
(Ex. Banana Bread)

____ BEVERAGE MIXES
(Ex. Russian Tea)

____Raolls ____ Candy __ Fudge

_____ Snack Mixes ____ Soup



Pageb

United Friendship Club

President: June Grubb
The United Friendship Club of First Reformed UCC met on Wednesday, October 22. We welcomed back Club mer
Bailey who had been absent for several months because of health problems. We ¢tbighdztgdhitis 8 birthday
cake and the singing of fAHappy Birthday. o We al so
October, including Club member Banks Shepherd.

The group has voted to begin with the first stage of the landscape plan that was unveiled in the September new:
reviewed at the September meeting. In early November several plants and shrubs will be removed from the fr
educational building. Following this clean up, we will have a better idea of what other plantings we val pursue (in
money becomes available.

The November/December joint meeting will be held on Wednesday, tDetceadier X0athy Waitman has the
devotions. The food and decoration committee includes Camille Morgan, Butch Bouchard, J.W. and Betty Bates.

Pennies from Heaven Fall Campaign

Participate in the Palhnies from HeavérSpare Change Changing Lives Campaign!6 s ~3 I
raiser for Crisis Ministry of Davidson County to help meet operational costs. Collectivel
many is helping to change the |ives of ‘
changingéthe continued high unempl oymer?
adult shelter, many of whom are physically handicapped or have serious health probler
charged from VA Hospitals, and patients discharged from state mental hospitals. What
hel p? tolieét pocketichapg®dm@ donations in coin bottles located in the narthex and

outside the church office. Thanks!

erved
mor e

v

Mends Brot herhood
By: Clifford Lopp

The Mends Br ot her hoodin theefellowship hall.hWe enjoyadya, gredd mealopboeided by &arbol
oughos. OQur program for the night was presented by
from the WLXN Radio Station. They shared information about the procedures used for broadcasting high school ga
the county and the cost to the station for this project. Thank you to Frank Leonard for bringing them in.

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, Novérabé p2.
Al s o, mar k your calendar for our Chri $tWaklsforBetailst y t o
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October Memorials

REVEREND KEITH SINK
Maxine B. Sink

MARY LOUISE LEONARD [@VM
John Barber - -
Gerry Hill W

Elizabeth Sink
Nancy M. Dunbar

JEAN MORGAN OCRASHY6

{Camillefs Mother} {Twin Acres Neighborhood Pet}
Janie Lohr Merle and Jerry Hodges
Carolyn and Carroll Spivey Rhonnie Leonard Newton

Deanna Michael

CHARLES HOLLI S 0C.H. 6 BATES, JR.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Leonard Mr. and Mrs. Henry Beck Merle and Jerry Hodges

Katherine Skipper Jacqueline Leonard John and Vicky Gray

Banks and Eulene Shepherd Deanna Michael Holton Davis

Mike and Bonita Hooper Cliff and Eloise Lopp Hilda Leonard

Frank C. Leonard, Jr. First Reformed UCC Mendés Brotherh

.\,)‘ Set Your
v\/ Clocks
Sunday, November 2, 2008
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Community Thanksgiving Servidédovember 23

The annual Thanksgiving Service for First Reformed United Church of Christ and Second
Christ will be held®mnday, November™®35:30 p.m. at Second Reformed United Church of.
(Please notice the time change to Sunday evening!) Reverend Joe Coltrane will direct the s
end Walter Patten will share the message. Both ministers will serve Holy Communion. A joi
special music for the evening. Second Reformed will host a time of fellowship and refresh
following the service. Take a moment from your busy schedule to share with others as we count our many

United Cl
Christ

ervice an
('t choir is |
ments imn
blessings

Dear Consistory and Members of First Reformed UCC,

Thank you so much for allowing our Girl Scout Troop to use your parking lots for parking vehicles during
the BBQ Festival. This is a huge fundraiser for us. Because of your generous gift, we are sharing a

portion of our proceeds to Meals on Wheels.  Again thank you.
Sincerely, Senior Girl Scout Troop #984

Thank you notes were received from the following organizations for third quarter benevolent gifts:

Elon Homes for Children Johns River Valley Camp The Salvation Army
Black Lake Retreat Center Crisis Ministry of Davidson County Southern Conference OCWM
Communities In Schools Elon University Hospice of Davidson County

Lancaster Theological Seminary

Dear Church Family,
We would like to thank you for your support to our family during this past couple of weeks. Your m
cards, and calls have meant so much to us. Thank you, Mike and Lynn Brown

any prayel

during the Hanging of the Greens Worship Service, Sunday, NoWwirsattéds can be picked up i

In Memonof: By:

Reserve a poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved one. The cost is $9.00. These will be plaged in the

medi-

ately following the worship service to enjoy at home during the Advent Season. Please fill out fhe informr
below and place it in the offering plate or call the chutrdeffitzadline is FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14

In Memonof: By:

In Honorof: By:




