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Charles Hollis (òC.H.ó) Bates, Jr., In Memoriam 
     I have a warm, woolen, darkly multi-colored scarf which belonged to my father-in-law, now de-

ceased, one of my favorite articles of clothing, partly because it is old and comfortable and durable, 

and partly because it once belonged to a man who I admired and respected deeply.  Upon putting this 

scarf on this morning to brace against the cold, it put me in mind of C.H. Bates, Jr., who has already 

been much on my mind and spirit lately, just as he has yours.  As it settled familiarly about my neck 

and shoulders, it felt like C.H.ôs presence to me--close, warm, comforting, light, familiar, reliable, pre-

dictable.  But it also suggested some of C.H.ôs qualities that a mere piece of clothing cannot carry on 

its own, qualities like humility, loyalty, modesty, honesty, self-effacing, faithfulness, friendliness, com-

panionable, availability, trustworthiness, openness, and, in particular, happiness and joy.  These last 

qualities are not of the wild-and-woolly, swinging-from-the-chandeliers kind of party-joy, but happiness 

and joy of a much deeper, more spiritually grounded sort, the sort of joy that the Apostle Paul speaks 

about when he feels close to and is walking with his Lord, Jesus Christ. 

     These meditations put me in mind of one of the scriptures that I used in our Sunday sermon, the 

day before C.H.ôs funeral, a message devoted to the difficult spiritual task of accepting our limitations, 

something that I believe C.H. did uncommonly well.  It is II Corinthians 12: 1-10, when Paul shares of 

literally unspeakable ecstasies which are far beyond any natural powers or abilities of his own, experi-

ences which are so transformative that he cannot even speak of himself as the one who experienced 

them.  ñOn behalf of this man I will boast (the one who experienced this transcendent joy), but on my 

own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses.ò  Paul goes on to speak of the danger of being 

ñtoo elated by the abundance of revelations,ò so that a ñthornò was given to him in the flesh to balance 

his joy.  Many modern scholars believe that this limitation had something to do with his eyes, but it was 

so obviously well known to the Corinthians that he did not even need to identify it.  After repeatedly 

seeking relief from this crippling affliction, the Lordôs answer to Paul comes:  ñMy grace is sufficient for 

you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.ò  Paul thereafter will more gladly boast of his weak-

nesses, ñéthat the power of Christ may rest upon me.ò  ñFor the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 

weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities; for when I am weak, then I am strong.ò 

     While I do not think that C.H. would express this spiritual truth exactly the way that I am doing here, I do believe that, somewhere 

deeply within his soul, he understood and accepted this truth very well and lived it consistently far better than most.  In an email that I sent 

to Myra Thompson at 3:50 p.m. on Friday, October 24, just hours before C.H. died, just after I had left his bedside for the last time and 

had made the sign of the cross on his forehead while offering Godôs blessing for him through the Trinitarian formula, I wrote that, for me, 

C.H. was possessed of a quality which I called ñtrustful serenity.ò  By that phrase, I meant to express my sense that C.H., whether in 

plenty or in want, whether on the plain of high abundance and success or whether in mortal extremity, behaved pretty much the same way 

to everyone, whatever their social station or achievements, whether close friend or complete stranger, family or foreigner, whether in 

agreement or disagreement with him.  God sprinkles such people among us, like salt, or perhaps even more appropriately for some, like 

yeast in flour-dough, like the leaven-in-the-lump-of-history with the inner power to transform or at least to touch the people around them.  

Such people evidence a graceful consistency of presence and affection and acceptance that we too often take for granted, reducing it to a 

charming simplicity, missing the great mystery that is before our eyes.  Too often, it is only when they are gone that we come to our 

senses and say, almost in shock, ñsomething is now missing among us that was precious, perhaps even holy.ò   

     Where does ñtrustful serenityò come from, a spiritual grounding of a person in Christ-like bedrock, a reliable basis for the uncalculating, uncon-

ditional, unafraid acceptance of pretty much everyone, with an almost reckless and apparently effortless concern for everyone ahead of oneôs 

own self?  In C.H.ôs case, I have four formative influences in mind.  1) The first such influence was, I believe, the extraordinary comportment of 

his parents, Charles Hollis Bates, Sr. and Addie Mae, during the Depression years.  They ran a general store in Lexington at a time when many 

people who were hungry could not pay their bills, so his parents continued to allow bills to mount that they knew could not be paid back.  
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C. H. Bates, Continued... 

Eventually, they went bankrupt and were forced to move to Lenoir so that his Dad could work in a furniture manufacturing plant.  

Now, I am not idealizing this situation, and I am sure that household tensions ran high at times during such mounting stress.  But, 

this was still an astonishing thing for a formative young boy and his four sisters to witness, this chosen sacrifice by their parents to 

place other peopleôs needs ahead of their own and those of their own family.  2)  Perhaps it seemed like a Christ-like sacrifice to 

C.H., and it may have been a factor in his mind when he was received into the membership of FRUCC in 1941 by Rev. Peeler.  We 

can appreciate a young man who felt the need to be grounded in a church family in 1941, for the events of December, 1941 con-

strained him and others to face a very uncertain future in the looming world war.  3)  C.H. was stationed in the Pacific theatre, New 

Guinea, enduring horrific situations which he and others were unable or unwilling to speak about, even decades later.  It is said that 

there are no atheists in fox holes, and one of the paradoxical lessons one learns in combat is that putting others ahead of yourself is 

actually a survival skill, though it may also mean that you have to sacrifice your own life for others.  Upon returning to Lexington in 

1945, C.H. is reported not to have slept at all at night, constantly pacing the floors of his room while others slept.  We didnôt have the 

term then that we apply now to people who suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome, but he almost surely had some form of it 

and dealt with it privately and valiantly for many years, as did so many other veterans.  4)  C.H. returned home to a situation where 

his mother and eventually his four sisters required a great deal of care, which he provided gladly, probably at the expense of a col-

lege education and related advancements.   

     He eventually married the love of his life, Vera, sharing her love for children and Duke University; became a production supervi-

sor with United Furniture; became a loyal and devoted member of the local VFW and Amvets chapters; and certainly became one of 

the most loyal, devoted and enthusiastic members that FRUCC has ever had, making it his business to be here literally every time 

the doors were open, very often among the first to arriveðalso literally bursting out in song, especially in the classic old hymns of 

the faith with the Menôs Bible Class and in congregational worship.  Of course, apart from the loving touch of Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit, such an array of experiences cannot distill into ñtrustful serenity,ò but somehow, in the mix of some of these unsettling, 

even terrifying influences and many more beyond accounting for here, that is what happened.  Who knows how many of these 

ñthornsò C.H. asked God in Jesus Christ to remove, or even if he got to the point of asking at all.  But Godôs answer came to him, 

ñMy grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.ò  He came to trust Jesus profoundly in His teaching that 

we do indeed find life by giving it away, choosing to place others ahead of ourselves, and not bewailing our limitations, which C.H. 

not only believed, but lived.  How else can we account for an obvious, persistent ñjoyò which was so much a part of his dealing with 

everyone? 

     I close with examples of his home-spun philosophy, or was it theology?   In my own conversations with him, we would reach a 

certain point on a subject, and he would exclaim, with delight, ñWell, here we go again!ò  He would laugh and tap me lightly on my 

arm as he said this, drawing close.  (Occasionally, he would indeed draw very close to me, or others, and say, ñNow, youôre not 

afraid of me, are ya?ò He actually thought that it was a great joke for anyone to be afraid of him, though he did enjoy being mischie-

vous now and again, like that spider monkey he stowed away on the ship that brought him home from WW II.)   He genuinely 

thought in terms of cycles, both natural and human, and of the connectedness of all created things, and when a certain self-evident 

fullness of conversation had been reached, he would exclaim such things, as if to underscore and punctuate the obvious.  ñNow, 

preacher, things keep on a changin,ôò would surface as if to remind us that the world is always in flux and adjustment, excepting, of 

course, Jesus Christ, who was, is and ever will be the same:  that fact was the unspoken part of why he was unafraid to face chang-

ing circumstances.  Perhaps his body was telling him lately that a big, transforming change was coming for him as well; if God was 

in it, that was all right with him.  When I arrived at his ICU room last Thursday, he smiled broadly at me, though weak yet in posses-

sion of his faculties, and said, ñWell, preacher, we just got to keep on!ò  C.H. had come to a profound understanding about the need, 

the necessity, to persevere in the midst of travail and difficulties, having done so already in innumerable circumstances, some per-

haps approaching the unspeakable.  He knew that he would receive whatever spiritual empowerment he needed to ñkeep on,ò and it 

was always there, long after his natural vigor was gone, ñbeing made strong through weakness.ò   He was not above flirting with his 

nurses, and just several hours before he died, he expressed concern to one of them that he might have been a bad patient and 

asked in mock concern, ñYouôre not gonna send me to jail, are ya?ò  At this point, I believe that he knew he was dying, and was yet 

so unconcerned about the matter that he delighted in carrying on so with his nurses and attendants. If this is not ñtrustful serenity,ò I 

donôt know what is. Death has certainly marked no victory here, though we have surely marked a loss. I am wearing my scarf. 

     ñI have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of right-

eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 

appearing.ò  (II Timothy 4: 7-8)                                                                                  Blessings and Shalom, Pastor Walt 
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CONSISTORY HIGHLIGHTS 
October 2008ñMeeting 

From the Pastorôs Report: 

Reverend Patten reported that the following members attended the 41st Annual Meeting of the  

 WNCA of the SOC in  Greensboro on October 4; Myrtle Latimer, Gladys Snider, and Melody  

 Evans along with Reverend Patten. 
The Crop Walk will be held November 2. 

The Thanksgiving Service has been moved to the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving, November 23 at 6:30 p.m. at Second 

 Reformed UCC. 

There will be two more meetings of the Transition Team before the end of the year, November 6 and 13. 

 
The Board is continuing work on restructuring Sunday School for the children. The name for the new program is ñNew Look.ò 
November will be a very important month for ñNew Look.ò 
 

Tom Danze reported that the insurance check for the damage from the flood in the educational building has been received. 
The Womenôs Life Fellowship is thinking about a project to update the Family Room downstairs in conjunction with the repairs.  
 

The Congregation passed the 2009 Budget at the meeting held on October 19. 
 

We now have 417 members. There were 180 members and guests in attendance at the Homecoming Service. We continue to 
have visitors who attend regularly. Sandra Hutchens has agreed to chair the Prayer Chain and it is going well. 
 

The nominating committee presented names for Officers, Elders, Deacons, and Trustee for 2009. 

 

 

 

(Note:  Myrtle Latimer attended our WNCA annual meeting at Congregational UCC in Greensboro several weeks ago and 
participated in an informative workshop entitled, ñAn Effective Church.ò   Here is her brief report on that workshop.) 

 

An effective church is a church where people enjoy what they are doing and do it well. 

Each of us must work together for a united church with all ages working together in unity and peace. 

ñGod is still speakingò through you and through me. 

What an honor it is to speak for God. 

We speak for God through the Bible, prayer, and the Holy Spirit. 

We need to give God our best whether it is making soup for the homeless shelter or singing hymns in worship service. 

Attend Sunday School and church service regularly. 

Pastor Waltôs sermons make me think about things I would probably never think about. 

Be a willing participant in programs introduced in our church to renew and revitalize. 

Get involved in community work. 

Take the initiative and introduce yourself to people you meet in the library, restaurants and coffee shops. 

Invite someone to visit our church.  Sit with them.  Introduce your visitor to the pastor and other church members. 

Invite them to a social event. 

We must strive to be a church known for our hospitality, welcoming guests with warmth and generosity. 

Keep an open mind to the ñstill speaking Godò in your life and congregation. 

Listen for ideas that will help the future of our church. 

Myrtle Latimer 
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Womenõs Life Fellowship 
 

 

The Women's Life Fellowship met on October 21st at 7:00 pm in the parlor.  We had a wonderful devotion from 

Cathy Waitman and a special thank you to Nicole Smith and Amy McNeill for the great seasonal refreshments.  

We used this meeting to break off into our committees to come up with ideas and plans for the upcoming year.  

The different committees have some great community outreach and fundraising ideas.  We are already making 

plans for our Christmas party to be held Tuesday, December 16 at the home of Carolyn Spivey.  We will reveal 

the identity of our secret heart sisters at our Christmas party.  There are two bake sales planned for the upcoming holidays (see 

item below).   We would once again love to invite any women who have  thought about coming or would love to be more involved 

with fellowship and our church growth to attend.  We meet on the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm in the parlor.  We do 

provide child care.  Come and join us for some good Christian fellowship! 

 God Bless as always!   Sauni Johnson, Womenôs Life President  

 

 

WOMENõS LIFE FELLOWSHIP MEMBERS are going to be baking some goodies for you to purchase for 

the holidays and want your input.  Our upcoming BAKE SALES are scheduled on the Sunday before Thanksgiving and the 

Sunday before Christmas:   

November 23, 2008 and December 21, 2008 
 

Check the items youôd be most interested in buying and drop your list in the offering plate, or contact one of the Womenôs 

Life members.  You can also call Lynn Klopp at 243-2602 or Vicky Gray at 249-3606 with your suggestions. 
 

 

THANKS FOR YOUR INPUT! 

WOMENôS LIFE FELLOWSHIP FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

 

             Suggestions:  ___  COOKIES   ___________________________________________ 

___  CUPCAKES  __________________________________________ 

___  POUND CAKES _______________________________________ 

___  CAKES   ______________________________________________ 

___  PIES   ________________________________________________ 

___  TARTS   ______________________________________________ 

___  LOAF BREAD  _________________________________________ 

___  FLAVORED BREAD____________________________________ 

       (Ex.  Banana Bread) 

___  BEVERAGE MIXES ____________________________________ 

       (Ex.  Russian Tea) 
 

___  Rolls         ___  Candy   ___  Fudge 
 

___  Snack Mixes ___  Soup 
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United Friendship Club  
President:  June Grubb 

The United Friendship Club of First Reformed UCC met on Wednesday, October 22.  We welcomed back Club member Ralph 

Bailey who had been absent for several months because of health problems.  We celebrated his 81st birthday with a birthday 

cake and the singing of ñHappy Birthday.ò  We also recognized other church members whose birthdays were celebrated in 

October, including Club member Banks Shepherd. 

The group has voted to begin with the first stage of the landscape plan that was unveiled in the September newsletter and 

reviewed at the September meeting.  In early November several plants and shrubs will be removed from the front of the 

educational building.  Following this clean up, we will have a better idea of what other plantings we will pursue (in stages) as 

money becomes available. 

The November/December joint meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 10th at noon.  Cathy Waitman has the 

devotions.  The food and decoration committee includes Camille Morgan, Butch Bouchard, J.W. and Betty Bates.  

Menõs Brotherhood 
By:  Clifford Lopp 

 

The Menôs Brotherhood met on Thursday, October 16th in the fellowship hall.  We enjoyed a great meal provided by Yarbor-

oughôs.  Our program for the night was presented by Randy Swicegood and Will Tate of the High School Broadcasting Team 

from the WLXN Radio Station.  They shared information about the procedures used for broadcasting high school games around 

the county and the cost to the station for this project.  Thank you to Frank Leonard for bringing them in.   

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, November 20th at 6 p.m.   

Also, mark your calendar for our Christmas Party to be held at Yarboroughôs on Monday, December 15th.  Watch for details. 

Pennies from Heaven Fall Campaign 
 

Participate in the Fall Pennies from Heaven ð Spare Change Changing Lives Campaign!  Itôs a fund-

raiser for Crisis Ministry of Davidson County to help meet operational costs.  Collectively the change of 

many is helping to change the lives of those served by Crisis Ministry.  The ñface of the homelessò is 

changingéthe continued high unemployment rate, more elderly men and women are residents at the 

adult shelter, many of whom are physically handicapped or have serious health problems, veterans dis-

charged from VA Hospitals, and patients discharged from state mental hospitals.  What can you do to 

help?  Itôs simpleécollect pocket change!  Drop donations in coin bottles located in the narthex and 

outside the church office.  Thanks! 
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October Memorials 
 

 

 
 REVEREND KEITH SINK 
 

   Maxine B. Sink 
 
 

MARY LOUISE LEONARD 
 

   John Barber 

   Gerry Hill 

   Elizabeth Sink 

   Nancy M. Dunbar 

 
 
     

JEAN MORGAN  òCRASHó 
{Camilleõs Mother}   {Twin Acres Neighborhood Pet} 
 

 Janie Lohr   Merle and Jerry Hodges 

 Carolyn and Carroll Spivey   Rhonnie Leonard Newton 

 Deanna Michael 

 

 CHARLES HOLLIS òC.H.ó BATES, JR.  
 

   Mr. and Mrs. Don Leonard Mr. and Mrs. Henry Beck Merle and Jerry Hodges 

   Katherine Skipper Jacqueline Leonard John and Vicky Gray 

   Banks and Eulene Shepherd Deanna Michael Holton Davis 

   Mike and Bonita Hooper Cliff and Eloise Lopp Hilda Leonard 

   Frank C. Leonard, Jr. First Reformed UCC Menôs Brotherhood 

 

Sunday, November 2, 2008  
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Dear Consistory and Members of First Reformed UCC, 

Thank you so much for allowing our Girl Scout Troop to use your parking lots for parking vehicles during 

the BBQ Festival.  This is a huge fundraiser for us.  Because of your generous gift, we are sharing a 

portion of our proceeds to Meals on Wheels.     Again thank you.                      

              Sincerely, Senior Girl Scout Troop #984 
 

 

Thank you notes were received from the following organizations for third quarter benevolent gifts: 

 Elon Homes for Children Johns River Valley Camp The Salvation Army 

 Black Lake Retreat Center Crisis Ministry of Davidson County Southern Conference OCWM 

 Communities In Schools Elon University  Hospice of Davidson County 

 Lancaster Theological Seminary 

  
 

Dear Church Family, 

We would like to thank you for your support to our family during this past couple of weeks.  Your many prayers, 

cards, and calls have meant so much to us.                     Thank you, Mike and Lynn Brown 

Community Thanksgiving ServiceñNovember 23rd 
 

The annual Thanksgiving Service for First Reformed United Church of Christ and Second United Church of 

Christ will be held on Sunday, November 23rd, 6:30 p.m. at Second Reformed United Church of Christ.  

(Please notice the time change to Sunday evening!)  Reverend Joe Coltrane will direct the service  and Rever-

end Walter Patten will share the message.  Both ministers will serve Holy Communion.  A joint choir is preparing 

special music for the evening.  Second Reformed will host a time of fellowship and refreshments immediately 

following the service.  Take a moment from your busy schedule to share with others as we count our many blessings.   

Reserve a poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved one.  The cost is $9.00.  These will be placed in the sanctuary 

during the Hanging of the Greens Worship Service, Sunday, November 30th.  Poinsettias can be picked up immedi-

ately following the worship service to enjoy at home during the Advent Season.  Please fill out the information form 

below and place it in the offering plate or call the church office.  Order deadline is FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH.  

 

In Memory of:_______________________________________  By: _____________________________________________ 

 

 

In Memory of:_______________________________________  By: _____________________________________________ 

 

 

In Honor of:________________________________________  By: _____________________________________________ 


