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Happy New Year, one and all!  As we reflect back over 2009, we have indeed experienced a remarkable year 

together.  Our full calendar year now of ñIntentional Interim Ministryò has disclosed precisely what it should 

have:  namely, that First Reformed UCC is an ñintentionalò congregation which examines its collective life with 

faithfully searching intelligence and discipline, conserving those elements of our life as the Body of Christ 

which must be conserved and rethinking those aspects of our ministry together which require such attention. 

Through the thorough work of your Transition Team, great strides have been made to place FRUCC on a more productive 

course for the future, reminding ourselves again and again of the critical, ongoing ministry of forgiveness and reconciliation, 

through which we express all of our ministries with accountability, honesty, integrity and transparency.  And while our Transi-

tion Team has been officially released from their ñdevelopmental studiesò and the activities related to those studies, we as a 

congregation have not been released from our continuing need to function ñintentionallyò through all the new challenges and 

opportunities which await this congregation.  A good example of that ñintentionalityò was expressed through the work of the 

Pastoral Search Committee in correcting and updating our church membership rolls, a work requiring sensitivity, finesse and 

courage and, by all accounts, a work done well.  May many further instances of faithful ñintentionalityò find expression in 2010. 

While still being retrospective, I would be remiss if I did not highlight the excellent work of our salaried staff for 2009.  It has 

been a personal and professional pleasure to be associated with Paula Lopp, Paul Freeman, Lee Ann Peele and Amy 

McNeill, all of whom have been incredibly effective and dedicated at what they do.  (All of their spouses deserve a big round 

of applause for their supporting ministries with their spouses.)  We continue to be excited that Amy, while formally stepping 

down as our Director of Christian Education to pursue other professional options, will still be ñin-there-pitchingò at our Board of 

Christian Education meetings and at key times when our childrenôs ministries are being discussed and implemented.  Speak-

ing both for myself and our staff, we all appreciate deeply the Christmas gifts which we received on December 20 at our 

Christmas party, evidencing a thoughtfulness and care for us, on the congregationôs part, which is touching and very mean-

ingful to us.  Thank you and may God bless each of you and your families for the coming year. 

And as for that new year of 2010, which is probably upon us by the time you read this, please plan now to worship with us 

this Sunday, January 3, 2010 as we celebrate once again òThe Covenant Serviceó which is based upon the service first 

used by John Wesley in 1745.  We will also install our new Consistory and celebrate Holy Communion, and get all of 

this done inside of one hour!!  Yes, we are opening the new year with a miracle!  We also expect to have our new website up 

and operational soon (thanks to Kivi Miller).  Continue to look for new developments related to our Community Youth 

Group; the lay-lead Stephen Ministry opportunities; our òLiving the Questionsó study which will resume at 7:15 p.m. 

Thursday, January 14, to continue for the next six Thursdays, concluding on Thursday, February 25; and the wide array of 

ministries to and through which our gracious Lord will guide us.  

Blessings and Shalom, Rev. Walt 
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Financial Report: 

The average weekly offering for the month of November was $4,020.00 for a five week period. 

General Fund balance is $9,708.00 Building Fund is $32,516.00, and Music Fund is $7,584.00. 

Pastorõs Report: Reverend Patten handed out his 5-week report from November 9, 2009 to De-

cember 13, 2009:  

This report showed 5 weeks, with 165 phone calls, 18 hospital / Rehab / Rest Home visits, 91 office visits and approxi-

mately 55 hours work per week.  

Total number of people assisted by Pastorôs Discretionary Fund since 4/15/08 was 108 with a balance of $1,765.66 as 

of 12/11/09. 

Our PDF has sustained numerous hits recently and is depleting in a way that will require replenishing soon if 

we are to maintain our high standards of Christian stewardship in this particular ministry. 

Total number of people who approached us for assistance of various kindséé.. 413 

Total number of pastoral hours devoted to interviews that produced assistanceé   60 

We will begin our next sequence of seven sessions of our òLiving the Questionsó series at 7:15 p.m., January 14, 

2010 in our Educational Building.  This series of studies is entitled ñReclaiming the World,ò with the January 14 les-

son entitled ñRestoring Relationships.ò  As before, we will use a stimulating DVD to prompt our discussions, along with 

lesson handouts for personal work.  More on this later.   

Our Community Youth Group has wrapped up for the Christmas season, but will resume their meetings early in 

January.  More later.   

I will be calling for a meeting in January, date TBA, of all persons who attended our Stephen Ministry Workshop in 

Greensboro on November 14.  I have since met with a seasoned Stephen Ministry lay trainer who may be willing to 

serve as a resource for us as we think through what needs to happen next.  Other people who are becoming inter-

ested in this approach to a lay caring ministry are welcome to attend as well.  More later.   

I do believe that the Madrigal Singers were very well received here on Sunday evening, November 29. I have spoken 

to Marguerite Leonard about the possibility of utilizing the Thomason Endowment for another First Advent Madrigal 

appearance here at FRUCC on Sunday evening, November 28, 2010. Motion by Sherry Bonner, seconded by Eddie 

Yates, to have the First Advent Madrigal performance here at First Reformed Church on Sunday evening, November 

28, 2010, was approved unanimously.  

Since our last meeting, Adam McKerlie (Brianôs son who joined FRUCC earlier this year), a freshman at Elon Univer-

sity, has requested to be received as a member of FRUCC.  This would be a Letter of Transfer from Second Reformed 

UCC here in Lexington.   

BOARD REPORTS: 

Board of Christian Education:   

Vicky Gray reported that the Board of Christian Education did not have a meeting in December. 

The Chili Cook-off and Advent Workshop were held on Tuesday, December 1st. Our first annual chili cook-off was a 

huge success!  Seven cooks,   Mike Brown, Alisa Johnson, Amy McNeill, Mike Price, Carolyn Spivey, Sylvia 

Walser, and Belinda Yates, made delicious pots of chili. The chili with the most dollar votes was Sylvia Walser's.  The 

votes amounted to over $200.00 which will be used for costumes for the Children's Christmas Program and for next 

summer's retreat to Blowing Rock. 

The Advent Workshop was attended by around 60 people.  Beth Callicutt brought names of children in the Lexington 

City School system who need help during the Christmas season.  Those names were written on snowmen that were 

placed on the Christmas tree in the fellowship hall. Almost all of the names were taken that night. Gifts are due back to 

the church by Wednesday, December 16. 

The Children's Christmas play will be on Sunday, December 20. Everyone is invited to bring a covered dish and eat. 

The play, "The Not So Silent Night," will follow. A special guest will arrive after the play and distribute gifts to the chil-

dren. We hope lots of people will come and enjoy a night of food, fun, and fellowship. 
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NOTE:  We regret being unable to print the biographical information for our new members who joined our church on 

Sunday, December 27th.  We do not have pictures at this time.  This information will be included in our next newsletter. 

Congregational Life:  

Eddie Yates reported on Sunday November 22nd, we enjoyed the Community Thanksgiving Service. 

On Sunday November 29th, the congregation was treated to a wonderful program of music by the Grimsley High 

School Madrigal Singers and enjoyed by all in attendance. Thanks to everyone who made the reception following the 

performance a success. 

Thanks to John & Vicky Gray and Ted & Nina Smith for the Sunday Social December 6th. 

December 13th, the congregation was treated to another musical treat with our annual Christmas Cantata. Thanks to 

our choir, the orchestra, and everyone who make this event possible. 

 Upcoming events: 

 Covered Dish Dinner and Childrenôs Christmas program on Sunday December 20th at 6 p.m. 

 Christmas Eve Service will be 9:00 p.m. Thurs. December 24th. 

 Catered lunch for new members on Sunday December 27th following worship. 

Property Committee:  

A letter will be sent to the Chamber of Commerce referencing the rental contract.  

 

Board of Worship and Sacrament: 

Thanks went out to everyone who helped with the hanging of the greens and decorating the church for the Christmas 

holiday.   

Ramona thanked everyone on her committee for doing such a good job. 

 

Evangelism Board: 

Current church membership is 321. The average weekly attendance for the month of November was 122  

 

Old Business: 

No one has shown any interest in the Farmerôs Co-op building with the cost being $250,000. 

Turlington & Company will not be able to work on a church audit until late April. 

 

New Business:   

The new officers of the Consistory for the year 2010 will be  

 June Grubb, President 

 Tom Danze, Vice President 

 Ramona Yarbrough, Secretary 

 Harriette Murphy , Treasurer 

 Scott Frye will serve a five year term as the new church trustee. 
 

The Consistoryôs next meeting will be Sunday, January 10th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.   
 

God Bless You and Happy New Year! 

      Respectfully submitted, 

          Vicky Gray, Secretary 
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The Pastoral Search Committee continues to receive profiles.  We will resume meeting on January 5, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. 

in the parlor.    

   

Search Committee Members:  

 Dawn Shaak, Chairperson Mark Smith, Vice Chairperson Clifford Lopp, Recording Secretary 

 Eulene Shepherd, Chaplain Vicky Gray Walter Hoffman 

 Sauni Johnson Birke McNeill Tony Peele  

Search Committee Update 

Womenõs Life Fellowship 
 

Thank you to those who provided baked items for the reception immediately following the Community 

Thanksgiving Service with Second Reformed UCC, Sunday November 22nd and for the reception fol-

lowing the performance of the Grimsley High School Madrigal Singers, Sunday, November 29th.  Spe-

cial thanks to Belinda Yates and Mike Price for coordinating these two events.   

We would like to thank Mike Price for hosting our annual Christmas Party.  It was a great time of food, fun and fellowship.  

The annual bake sale scheduled for Sunday, December 20th had to be cancelled due to weather conditions.  Watch for up-

dates as we are making plans for fund raisers to help raise money to assist the many mission projects for our church and 

community.   

As always, our meetings are on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the church parlor.  Kidsô Club meets at the 

same time so child care is provided during meetings.  If you are interested in coming and being more active with your church 

family, we would love to have you!  New Members are always welcome!  

Women's Life Fellowship is looking forward to a successful year in 2010.  Our first meeting of the new year will be Tuesday, 

January 19th at 7 p.m.   

        Thank you and God Bless,  

        Sauni Johnson, President 

 

Morning Glory Circle 
 

Nineteen members and guests of the Morning Glory Circle enjoyed lunch on December 21st at the home of Mike Price.  Mikeôs 

beautifully decorated home made our December meeting quite festive.  Heart Sisters were revealed and names were drawn 

for the coming year. 

Lib Sink, Chairperson, reminded the group that the circle will feed the homeless at the shelter on Monday, January 11th.  

Plans will be completed at the January meeting. 

We welcome all ladies of the church to attend the Morning Glory Circle which meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 

11:00 a.m. in the parlor. 

        Mary Berrier, Secretary 
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The Men's Brotherhood held their 

Christmas Party on December 14th 

at Yarborough's Restaurant. 34 

members and guests enjoyed good 

food and conversation throughout 

the night. Our President, Frank 

Leonard, led the group as we sang 

Christmas songs.  The highlight of 

the night was when Eddie Yates 

and Ron Hutcheson were trans-

formed, by their assistants, to 

ñFrosty the Snowmanò and ñA Christmas Treeò. The competition was very 

close. You will have to determine the winner (pictured at the right).  We would 

like to thank everybody for your support of our group this year and know that if 

you have been thinking about joining us you are always welcome. Our next 

meeting will be January 21. A meal will be provided.  See Frank Leonard or 

Clifford Lopp if you can assist.  

 

Memo to Party Planners Next Year:  The lid to the eggnog jar shall be closed 

promptly and finally at 6:00 p.m.! 

 

 

Menõs Brotherhood 
Secretary, Clifford Lopp 

United Friendship Club 
 

At the December meeting of the United Friendship Club the members enjoyed a wonderful lunch prepared 

and served by the food staff of Piedmont Crossing, a UCC retirement facility in Thomasville.  Several mem-

bers of First Reformed UCC, who are residents at the Center, joined us for lunch. 
 

The January meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 27 in the fellowship hall.  Our program will be a 

time of story telling by members of the Club.  Everyone is invited to bring a personal art object (i.e., painting, 

pottery, or other handcrafted items) which has meaning and relates a story about people and /or places one 

might have experienced.  It will be fun to hear from one another about our travels, our hobbies, or dreams and 

wishes. 
 

Hostesses for the meeting are Joyce Price, Vicky Green and Nancy Robbins. 

Thank you to Frank Westmoreland for the Christmas photos. 
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Thank you to the many people who placed Angels on the breezeway Christmas Tree in honor or memory 

of someone special.  Your generous donations raised $1, 458.00 for the Pastorõs Discretionary Fund. 
 

In Honor of     - - -       By 
 

All of Our Angels The Odom Family 

All of Our Nieces and Nephews Carolyn and Carroll Spivey 

All Volunteers Banks and Eulene Shepherd 

Ms. Nancy Barr Darren, Betty, Cameron & Peyton Barr 

Betty Bates Your Secret Sister 

Brad, Raeann and Holt Biesecker Lisa Nelson 

The Choir, Paul and Lee Ann Doris Frye 

Mary Crouse Your 2010 Heart Sister 

Melody and Albert Evans Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Family and Friends of First Reformed UCC Jack and Lalah Frank 

Anne Fletcher Lynn Klopp 

First Reformed UCC Staff and Church Members Doris Frye 

Paul Freeman Steve and Cathy Waitman 

Paul and Debra Freeman Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Paul and Debra Freeman Tony and Lee Ann Peele 

Paul and Debra Freeman Harriette and Clifton Murphy 

Paul and Debra Freeman Lisa Nelson 

Chris and Amanda Fulton Grandma 

Scott and Corinne Gray Mom and Dad 

Margaret Hodges Merle and Jerry Hodges 

Walter and Ann Hoffman Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Mary Jo and Lee Jessup Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Jesus Jeff Hutchens 

Maxine Lohr Your Secret Sister 

Paula Lopp Merle and Jerry Hodges 

Paula Lopp Steve and Cathy Waitman 

Paula and Clifford Lopp Tony and Lee Ann Peele 

Paula and Cliff Lopp Paul and Debra Freeman 

Paula and Clifford Lopp Harriette and Clifton Murphy 

Paula and Clifford Lopp Lisa Nelson 

Amy McNeill Steve and Cathy Waitman 

Amy McNeill Brad, Raeann and Holt Biesecker 

Amy and Birke McNeill Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Harriette and Clifton Murphy Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Lisa Nelson Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Pastor Walt, Elyse and Rachael Harriette and Clifton Murphy 

Reverend Walter Patten and Family Merle and Jerry Hodges 

Reverend Walter Patten Steve and Cathy Waitman 

Reverend Walter Patten John and Vicky Gray 

Reverend Walter Patten and Family Elizabeth Sink 

Reverend Walter Patten and Family Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Reverend Walter and Elyse Patten Tony and Lee Ann Peele 

Reverend Walt and Elyse Patten Paul and Debra Freeman 
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In Honor of     - - -       By 
Lee Ann Peele Steve and Cathy Waitman 

Lee Ann and Tony Peele Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Lee Ann and Tony Peele Paul and Debra Freeman 

Lee Ann and Tony Peele Harriette and Clifton Murphy 

Lee Ann and Tony Peele Lisa Nelson 

Joyce Price Your Secret Sister 

Nancy Robbins Your Secret Sister 

The Search Committee and Paula Lopp Anonymous 

The Search Committee and Paula Lopp Raeann Biesecker 

Lib Sink Your Secret Sister 

Ruby Slemp Alisa Johnson 

Arlene Swing Jim Swing 

Cathy and Steve Waitman Clifford and Paula Lopp 

Cathy Waitman Lisa Nelson 

Wall Family Adena Wall 

Adena Wall A Friend 

 

In Loving Memory of     - - -      By 
George Albright Wanda Daye 

Mary Ida Albright Wanda Daye 

All of Our Angels The Odom Family 

Ethel and Murphy Bates, Sr. Pattie B. Everhart 

Ruby Bouchard Butch Bouchard 

Marie and George Crouse Pattie B. Everhart 

Dale Everhart Pattie B. Everhart 

Lori Lopp Floyd The Clifford Lopp Family 

Lori Lopp Floyd Tony and Lee Ann Peele 

W.P. Grimes Carolyn and Carroll Spivey 

Archie Hodges Merle and Jerry Hodges 

Ed Holt Brad, Raeann and Holt Biesecker 

Sandra S. Hutchens Jeff and Kalyssa Hutchens 

Sandra S. Hutchens A Friend 

Pauline Laney Alisa Johnson 

Jacob C. Leonard, Jr. Merle and Jerry Hodges 

Mary Louise Leonard Merle and Jerry Hodges 

Ida and Garrett Morris Ann and Lennie Cooper 

Robert Morris Sarah Morris 

Robert Morris Ann and Lennie Cooper 

Patrick OôDaniel Wanda Daye 

Jared Perrell Harriette and Clifton Murphy 

Dan Phillips, II Adena Wall 

Vernon Price, Jr. Joyce and Valerie Price 

Vernon Price, Jr. John and Vicky Gray 

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Raker Carolyn and Carroll Spivey 

Mr. and Mrs. Roby Swing Adena Wall 

Reverend William R. Yocum Carolyn H. Yocum 




